In return for funding his exploration of the ancient sites of Afghanistan, the British
East India Company received all of Masson’s finds. These were sent to the India
Museum in London, and when it closed in 1878 the British Museum was the principal
recipient of all the ‘archaeological’ artefacts and a proportion of the coins. This volume
studies the British Museum’s collection of the Buddhist relic deposits, including
reliquaries, beads and coins, and places them within a wider historical and
archaeological context for the first time. Masson’s collection of coins and finds from
Begram are the subject of a separate study.
Elizabeth Errington first began working on the archaeological records of Charles
Masson during research for her doctoral thesis on the 19th-century discovery of the
Buddhist sites of Gandhara. She was a curator of South and Central Asian coins in
the British Museum (1993–2011) and from 1993 onwards has served as the coordinator and principal researcher for the British Museum’s Masson Project.
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online by The Charles Masson Archive: British Library and British Museum Documents
Relating to the 1832–1838 Masson Collection from Afghanistan (British Museum
Research Publication number 216). Together they provide the means for a
comprehensive reconstitution of the archaeological record of the sites.
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The Masson Project began inauspiciously in the pre-laptop
computer world of the early 1990s, with my laboriously
copying by hand all the archaeological records of Charles
Masson I could find in the holdings of India Office records
and private papers at the British Library. Fortunately
Masson has a very neat and legible handwriting, but
sometimes a magnifying glass was needed to read it. The
Masson archive is vast – Sanjay Garg cites the existence of
29 volumes (2016) – but every time I try to count them I come
up with a different figure. Even limiting the search to
archaeological matters covers 17 volumes of Masson’s
personal records, in addition to the official correspondence
recorded in the Bombay Dispatches and Bombay Political
Proceedings.
Confronted with screeds of pencilled transcripts, Joe
Cribb and Neil Kreitman instigated the Masson Project in
1993 as a way of making practical use of the information to
catalogue the Masson collections in the British Museum.
The Project was generously funded by the Neil Kreitman
Foundation (1993–2011), with additional support from the
Townley Group of British Museum Friends (1998–2004), the
Royal Numismatic Society and the British Museum
Research Board and Asia Department. Thanks to Michael
Willis, publication costs have been kindly met by the
European Research Council.
My original pencil transcripts were painstakingly
deciphered and typed up by Jean Johnson in the
Department of Coins and Medals at the British Museum.
Latterly the role of transcriber has been assumed by Kirstin
Leighton-Boyce, Kay Rienjang and especially Piers Baker,
to whom I am forever grateful. Kirstin has also helped
immeasurably in separating and cleaning all relevant Ariana
Antiqua images of stupas and coins (Masson/Wilson 1841).
The extracts form a substantial part of The Charles Masson
Archive and are the basis used in reconstructing Masson’s
record of the urban site of Begram and the Buddhist remains
of Afghanistan in the neighbourhood of Kabul and
Jalalabad.
At the British Library I have to thank Graham Shaw,
David Blake and Jennifer Howes for arranging the transfer
of the India Office coin collections and making the
manuscripts available for study. I am also grateful to Penny
Brook for sorting out any questions of copyright. Masson’s
drawings and manuscripts are all reproduced courtesy of the
British Library.
I have received unfailing support for the Project
throughout its long gestation from everyone in the
Department of Coins and Medals and elsewhere in the
British Museum. Above all I wish to thank Neil Kreitman
and Joe Cribb for creating the opportunity of a lifetime for
me to work on the Masson collections. That its completion
and publication is finally in sight are due in no small
measure to the unflagging encouragement and assistance
from all members of the Department, past and present, in
particular, the current Keeper, Philip Attwood, and my
fellow Asian coin curators Helen Wang, Robert Bracey and
Vesta Curtis. My thanks also go to Michael Willis for the
loan of the Asia Department archival documents which
form the second major portion of this publication, and to
Sarah Faulks for seeing the publication to press.

Preface

Since its inception in 1993, the Masson Project has worked
towards reconstructing the archaeological history of
south-eastern Afghanistan through an early 19th-century
collection of its antiquities now in the British Museum, in
conjunction with comprehensive related manuscript records
in the British Library. This is the collection and archive
created by Charles Masson (1800–53), the first European not
only to explore and/or excavate the Buddhist monuments
near Kabul and Jalalabad and the urban site of Begram, but
also to document in detail what he found. His finds are a
unique record of many ancient sites which are now lost or no
longer accessible for research.
The Charles Masson Archive is the second part of a trilogy of
publications resulting from the Project and is designed as a
linked online reference resource of unabridged records
supplementing Charles Masson and the Buddhist Sites of
Afghanistan: Explorations, Excavations, Collections 1832–1835
(Volume I, https://doi.org/10.48582/charlesmasson_vol1)
and Charles Masson: Collections from Begram and Kabul Bazaar,
Afghanistan 1833–1838 (Volume 3, https://doi.org/10.48582/
charlesmasson_vol3). References highlighted in bold (e.g.
E161/VII f. 16) in the text of Volumes 1 and 3 link directly
to the relevant record in this online archive. Illustrations in
the archive are mainly restricted to supplementary and/or
annotated images to those in Volumes 1 and 3 mentioned
above. Cross references to their corresponding illustrations
are cited here for example as ‘Vol. 1, Fig. 3’.
Charles Masson and his collections
In 1832–3 news began to reach British East India Company
officials in India of the presence in Kabul of ‘an American
gentleman ... well versed in the language of the East, and of
mild and conciliatory manner’, who ‘had the appearance of
a European, grey eyes, red beard, with the hair of his head
close cut. He had no stockings or shoes, a green cap on his
head, and a faqir or dervish drinking cup slung over his
shoulder’. He also carried two or three books, a compass, a
map and an astrolabe (E161/I, f. 3; Grey 1929, p. 188;
Whitteridge 1986, p. 61).
These reports of Charles Masson were followed by his
application to the East India Company authorities in Bombay
for funding to explore the ancient sites of Afghanistan near
Kabul and Jalalabad on their behalf. This was duly agreed
and between 1833 and 1835 Masson excavated and
documented numerous Buddhist sites in the region, instigated
a system whereby he paid local villagers to collect coins and
artefacts washed out by the annual rains at the urban site of
Begram, and bought coins, intaglios and interesting objects
from Kabul bazaar. But in 1835, his true identity was revealed
as James Lewis, an English deserter from the Company’s
Bengal Artillery regiment in 1827, who had spent five years as
an itinerant traveller in lands beyond British control (Fig. 1).
In return for a royal pardon (PRO 30/12/29/1), he was
forced to become a ‘news-writer’ (intelligence agent) for the
British in Kabul. This curtailed his own explorations but the
collections from Begram and Kabul continued.
However, his superiors ignored his sound advocacy of a
British policy of non-intervention in the political affairs of
Afghanistan and he resigned in 1838. The subsequent
escalation of events led up to the First Anglo-Afghan War
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Figure 1 Route map of Masson’s journeys in Baluchistan, Afghanistan and the Punjab 1827–42 (Masson 1843)

(1839–42). Naively deciding to make his way independently
back to Afghanistan in early 1840, Masson was taken
prisoner by local insurgents at Qalat and when forced to
deliver their demands to the British Agent at Quetta, was
arrested as a spy and only released eventually in January
1841.
In 1842 Masson returned to England, hoping
unsuccessfully to obtain redress for his wrongful
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imprisonment. He married in 1844 and had two children
(FR 1–4). He spent the years until his death in 1853 working
on his manuscripts and coin collection, trying to live on a
pension of £100 a year and dreaming of returning to
Afghanistan. Among his private papers there are monthly
lists headed ‘Should have spent’ and ‘Did spend’, which show
that his attempts at budgeting were only partly successful
(F526/2a, ff. 14–17). Under ‘Avoidable’ are basic items like

eels, sausages, washing and train fares; one indulgence – gin
(1 shilling and 8 pence a week) – and more touchingly, ‘baby’s
cloak’ (19 shillings). Another item that survives is a sheet of
paper with the words ‘Silence to be observed here’ (Fig. 2).
Having only married at 44 – to a girl of 18 – and becoming a
father for the first time at 50, it suggests that he found the
noise levels of life with a young family overwhelming at times.
The First Anglo-Afghan War ended in 1842, but not
before the disastrous annihilation of British forces retreating
from Kabul. Masson was thus unforgivably proved right in
his political assessment. He was also outspoken in his
condemnation (E162 Letter 4). In retaliation he was
dismissed as a deserter, adventurer, spy and writer of bad
verse, while his Narrative of Various Journeys in Balochistan,
Afghanistan and the Panjab (4 vols, 1842–3) initially failed to
find a publisher ‘because of its intemperate criticism of
leading personalities in India’ (Whitteridge 1986, p. 138). As
a result, the archaeological value of his work in Afghanistan
was largely ignored by his contemporaries and the extent
and potential of his vast archive of archaeological records
and drawings has never been fully realized since. The
British Museum’s Masson Project was set up in 1993 to
redress this, and to organize the Masson material into an
accessible online study collection for research on the
archaeology and history of Afghanistan.
Masson surveyed and recorded over 100 sites around
Kabul and Jalalabad. Only 48 were published in Ariana
Antiqua (Masson/Wilson 1841). However, his extensive
unpublished records held in the India Office Collection of
the British Library are a rich, previously unexplored
resource. Reproduced here are extracts from 17 volumes of
official and private correspondence on political and
antiquarian matters, journals, narratives, sketches and
drawings (MSS Eur. E161-5, E167, E169, E195, F61-5,
G40–3) and two boxes of miscellaneous Masson Papers
(MSS Eur. F526/1–2). These are supplemented by reports
in the East India Company Bombay Dispatches (E/4) and
Bombay Political Proceedings (P/387/71). The National
Archives at Kew hold the original letters (FO 705/32; Garg
2016) between Masson and Henry Pottinger, liaison officer
for the Bombay authorities and Resident in Kutch (1820–38)
and Sind (1838–9). Copies of the official papers are also held
in the National Archives of India in Delhi (Garg 1991, 1998).

Figure 2 F526/2: ‘Silence to be observed here’

From this mass, the archaeological records have been
extracted and are reproduced here (Part 2. British Library
India Office Records and Private Papers).
All the finds collected and excavated by Masson from
1833 until 15 October 1837 were sent to Bombay, ultimately
destined for the Company’s India Museum in London. All
items purchased after 15 October up to 24 June 1838, Masson
was allowed to keep (P/388/58 26–1–1838; E161/VII f. 31;
F526/1c–d). He lists the latter as 8 gold, 3040 silver and
22,489 copper coins; 32 silver rings; 963 copper seals, rings,
figures ‘&c.’; 57 gems and beads (E161/VII f. 33). There is
some confusion about the exact numbers of coins involved
(e.g. E161/VII f. 74), but following his wife’s death in
September 1855 (FR5), the East India Company paid ‘the
legal guardian of the orphan children of the late Mr Masson
the sum of £100 for the papers, drawings and coins left by
him at his death, as recommended by Professor Wilson,
when these effects had been deposited in the Company’s
Library’ (IOR/B/233; Fig. 3).
When the India Museum closed in 1878, the collections
were dispersed, all antiquities being intended for the British
Museum, along with a selection of coins. However,
numerous artefacts which had reached London in time for
inclusion in Ariana Antiqua (Masson/Wilson 1841), were
untraceable when Franks tried to locate them in the India
Museum’s holdings at the time of transfer in 1879–82
(BM-Asia 18–2–1881a, 21–8–1882, Figs 103–6).

Figure 3 ‘Masson’s collection purchased by the
India Office in 1857 for £100’ (BM-Asia)
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Regarding the coins, ‘the more precious parts of the
collection’ were ‘withdrawn in the years 1882–7 for
presentation to the British Museum and the Indian Museum
in Calcutta, while a first remainder was disposed of by sale’
(FW 19–11–1906; Government of India coin auction:
Sotheby, Wilkinson & Hodge August 1887).
The British holdings of archaeological records and
collections made by Masson in the Kabul-Jalalabad region
are now principally divided between the British Library
(India Office manuscript records, drawings, private and
official papers; coins) and the British Museum (archives,
artefacts and coins), with smaller collections held in
Cambridge by the Fitzwilliam Museum (coins) and the
Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology (artefacts). The
finds range in date primarily from the Greek through to the
Islamic period (3rd century BC–16th century AD). The
British Museum collection includes c. 550 relic deposit
objects and groups of beads excavated from Buddhist stupas
in the region, as well as some 7,405 coins and a quantity of
1,168 rings, seals and other groups of small objects from
Begram or Kabul bazaar.
Most of the British Library residue coin collections –
including c. 6,818 from Masson – were transferred on
long-term loan to the British Museum in 1995, with several
small bags of 535 coins and 270 groups of small finds (mostly
all fragments) following in 2007. All are registered as IOLC
(India Office Loan Collection). The British Museum
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therefore now holds roughly 10,000 coins and miscellaneous
other objects from Buddhist relic deposits, the urban site of
Begram and Kabul bazaar. These can all be accessed via the
Museum’s Collection Online database (http://
britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/search.aspx).
The archival records in this publication are divided into
Part 1: Private Papers and Family Records (from diverse
sources).
Part 2: British Library India Office Records and Private
Papers and official correspondence regarding Masson.
Part 3: British Museum Records. These include letters
concerning the proposed acquisition of the Honigberger
collection in 1835, but mostly deal with the transfer of
antiquities from the India Museum in 1878–82, especially
correspondence to and from A.W. Franks.
Part 4: A few letters in the Fitzwilliam Museum Library
regarding the proposed transfer of the residue of India
Office coins.
Given the frequent differences in spelling the vast array of
unfamiliar place names – even Kabul has six variations – the
purist approach of presenting the texts verbatim has been
abandoned and instead the spelling has been standardized,
all the discrepancies being listed in an Appendix (pp. 128–30
below). An exception however is made for all the seemingly
minor places listed in the series of compass readings (G41 f.
12; Figs 34, 37, 50, 54). As they remain unidentified, their
various spellings have not been changed.

Part 1
Private Records

Family records
British Library, India Office Records

Kaye, G.R. and Johnston, E.H. (1937) Catalogue of Manuscripts
in European Languages Belonging to the Library of the India Office.
Vol. II, Part II: Minor Collections and Miscellaneous Manuscripts
London: section II, nos 631–57, ‘The Masson Papers’, pp.
1272–82.
K&J pp. 1272–3: JAMES LEWIS, Born 16 February 1800,
son of George Lewis, a London tradesman and Mary
Hopcraft, descendant of substantial yeoman farmers. Born
at Aldermanbury – fair education – some Latin, less Greek,
fluent French and some Italian.
Enlisted 5 October 1821 in Infantry.
Served in Bengal Artillery: 6 July 1822–4 July 1827 –
deserted after Siege of Bharatpur. Assumed name Charles
Masson, posed as an American.
Died 5 December [sic: November] 1853.
B191 (K&J 648) Family History Documents
Catalogue in Masson’s own handwriting:
a) Copies of
i) Marriage certificate of George Lewis and Mary Hopcraft
at Croughton 6 March 1799 with the note opposite ‘James
Lewis was therefore born 16 February 1800.’
ii) Baptismal certificate of Mary, daughter of Thomas and
Elizabeth Hopcraft, at Evenly near Croughton and
Brackley. 7 February 1777.
iii) Certificate of membership of the Needlemakers
Company, of George Lewis, of 58 Aldermanbury, oilman.
b) Statements that
i) Thomas Hopcraft, father of Mary Lewis, died 17 May 1822.
ii) Mary Ann Kilby was born 8 August 1826, daughter of
John Carter Kilby, of Watford, and Jane Kilby (formerly
Doubleday), his wife.
iii) Charles Masson and Mary Ann Kilby married at St
Mary’s, Stoke Newington, London.
Guildhall Library, London

Microfilm Mss 3572/2
Baptismal Register: St Mary the Virgin, Aldermanbury,
City of London.
James, son of George and Mary Lewis.
Born 16 February 1800. Baptised 23 March 1800.
Microfilm MS8320 [brother]
Baptismal Register: St Stephens, Walbrook, City of London
[including St Benets Sherehogs].
George, son of George and Mary Lewis.
Born 8 January 1803. Baptised 10 March 1803.
National Archives, Kew

Family Records (FR)
FR 1. Marriage Certificate no. 167, Stoke Newington,
Middlesex:
Charles Masson (of full age; gentleman; bachelor) and Mary
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Ann Kilby (minor; spinster), married 19 February 1844,
Stoke Newington.
Father’s name, surname and profession:
George Masson [sic], oil merchant; John Kilby, farmer
FR 2. Birth Certificate no. 205, Upper Mitcham, Croydon,
Surrey:
Charles Lewis Robert Masson (son), born 13 October 1850.
Registered by Charles Masson, father, 4 November 1850.
FR 3. Birth Certificate no. 31, Edmonton, Middlesex:
Adelaide Masson (daughter), born 4 March 1853.
Church Street, Edmonton.
Registered by Charles Masson, father, 12 April 1853.
1851 Census (30 March)
Charles Masson (Head, aged 51; Pensioner, formerly in the
East India Company service; born Aldermanbury, City [of
London]).
Mary Ann Masson (Wife, aged 25; born Watford, Herts).
Charles L.R. Masson (Son, under 11 months; born Mitcham,
Surrey).
13 Upper Green, Mitcham, Surrey.
FR 4. Death Certificate no. 224, Edmonton, Middlesex:
Charles Masson died aged 52 [sic: 53], on 5 November 1853
of ‘disease of the Brain, uncertain’.
Church Street, Edmonton.
Registered by Hannah Bysouth [?] 8 November 1853,
present at death.
Burial [All Saints Church, Church Street] Parish of
Edmonton, Middlesex, no. 1977 for 1853: Charles Masson,
aged 52 [sic], on 9 November 1853.
FR 5. Death Certificate no. 124, Watford, Hertfordshire:
Mary Ann Masson, widow of Charles Masson (gentleman),
died aged 28, on 29 September 1855 of ‘Pneumonitis, both
lungs, 7 days’.
Eight Bells, Watford, Hertfordshire.
Registered by Sarah Taylor, 3 October 1855.
PROB 6/232 Administration of the estate of Mary Ann
Masson, widow of Charles Masson, May 1856:
Mary Ann Masson. Two hundred pounds.
On the twenty-second day [22 May 1856]. Admin[istration]
of the Goods, Chattels and Credits of Mary Ann Masson,
late of Watford in the County of Hertford, widow deceased,
was granted to John Kilby, the lawful Uncle and Curator or
Guardian, lawfully assigned to Charles Lewis Masson and
Isabella Adelaide Masson, respectively Infants, the natural,
lawful and only Childrren of the said Deceased, for their use
and benefit and until one of them shall attain the Age of
twenty-one years, having been first sworn duly to administer.
British Library India Office Records and Private Papers

IOR/B/233 Court Minutes, 15 October 1856–8 April
1857
East India Company Court of Directors Resolution 11
February 1857 (see also Fig. 3).
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The East India Company paid ‘the legal guardian of the
orphan children of the late Mr Masson the sum of £100 for
the papers, drawings and coins left by him at his death, as
recommended by Professor Wilson, when these effects had
been deposited in the Company’s Library’.
AM 1–6 Adelaide Masson
Hertford Archive Centre

AM 1. D/P105/1/7
Baptism no. 554, Parish of Stevenage, Hertfordshire:
Isabella Adelaide Masson (daughter). 1 January 1854.
Stevenage, ‘late of Church Street, Edmonton’.
Father: Charles Masson (author)
Mother: Mary Ann Masson
FHL film 1040660
AM 2. D/P117/1/17.
Baptism: Adelaide Masson (daughter). 11 February 1863.
St Mary’s, Watford.
FHL film 1040662
National Archives, Kew

AM 3. 1881 Census:
Isabel Adelaide Masson (aged 28, Companion to Mary
Pennyfather).
St Andrew Street, Hertford.
RG11/1425, Folio 11, p. 22.
AM 4. 1901 Census:
Adelaide I. Masson (aged 44 [sic, smudged], Head, spinster,
living on own means; with servant Sarah E. Seales, aged 30).
Warner Cottage, 46 Knebworth Road, Knebworth,
Hertfordshire.
RG13/1299-133/1b. Microfiche.
AM 5. Death, Beaconsfield, Buckinghamshire:
Masson, Adelaide Isabel died aged 70 [sic] 27 March 1926
62 Candlemas Lane, Beaconsfield, Buckinghamshire
Date of birth: 4 March 1856 [sic: 1853].
https://probatesearch.service.gov.uk
AM 6. Masson, Adelaide Isabel
62 Candlemas Lane, Beaconsfield, Buckinghamshire
Widow [sic] died 27 March 1926
Probate: Oxford 22 May 1926 to:
Laurina Kilby (widow) and Muriel Alice Ticehurst (wife of
John William Ticehurst)
Effects: £89 17s. 9d
CLM 1–4 Charles Lewis Robert Masson
Surrey Historical Centre, Woking

CLM 1. Baptismal Register St Peter and St Paul, Mitcham,
Surrey
Charles Lewis Robert Masson, 30 March 1851
HO107/1602 Microfiche
National Archives, Kew

CLM 2. 1861 Census

Charles Mosson [sic], (aged 10. born Watford [sic])
Watford Hertfordshire
CLM 3. 1871 Census
Royal Marines Artillery Barracks, Landport, Portsmouth/
Portsea Island, Hampshire.
Royal Marine Artillery Company 14 [line no. 14]:
Charles Masson, aged 22; born Mitcham, Surrey
Gunner, Royal Marines Artillery
Day of Attestation: 17 August 1870
Date joined Royal Marines Artillery: 7 January 1871
CLM 4. Royal Marines Attestation form/Enlistment
Paper, registration ADM 157/519/227 no. 353
Name: Charles Masson
Place of Birth: Mitcham, London, Surrey
Age: 19 years 9 months
Trade: House Decorator
Attested to serve in the Royal Marine forces for 12 years
Enlisted: 17 August 1870 at 8.30pm
Place: Woolwich
By: Sergeant George Summerton
For what Bounty: One pound [£1] and a Free Kit
Description
Age apparently 19 years and 9 months
Height: 5 feet 9 inches
Complexion: Sallow
Eyes: Hazel
Hair: Brown.
No distinctive marks
Medical Certificate on Enlistment
… he has no Rupture or Mark of any old Wound or Ulcer
adhering to the bone; he is free from Varicose Veins of the
Legs, and has full Power of Motion of the Joints and Limbs.
He is well formed; and has no Scrofulous Affection of the
Glands, Scald Head, or other inveterate Cutaneous
Eruptions; and he is free from any traces of Corporal
Punishment, and not marked as a Deserter with the letter D.
His Respiration is easy, and his Lungs appear to be sound.
He has perfect use of his Eyes and Ears. His general
appearance is healthy, and he possesses strength sufficient to
enable him to undergo the fatigue to which soldiers are
liable. I consider him fit for Her Majesty’s Service.
Signature of surgeon: N.W. Byrd [?]
London 16 August 1870

ADM 157/519/229 ‘Record of Service’ is blank but with the
enlistment form is a leaf from Company Defaulters’ Book:
Co[mpany]: 14
Name: Chas Masson P[riva]te
Attested 17 August 1870
D. Joined Artillery 7 January 1871 [D = deserted?]
Date of Offence: 14 September 1872
Offence: Absent 39 hours
Punishment awarded: 2 D/P 6 turns of leave stopped
6 days No. 10
Remarks
‘Hercules’: 8 May 1872
1st G.C.13 [or ‘B’?]: 17 August 1872
Attribution in pencil ‘[HMS] Hercules’
Enlistment form p. 4 Certificate signed by G. Summerton
(Officer commanding Recruiting Party), 17 August 1870
This is annotated in faded red ink:
‘14 Co[mpany]’, ‘Joined Art[iller]y. 7 Jan[uar]y 1871’.
In pencil: in the margin ‘Run 5 May 1874’;
overwriting the centre of the form, a large ‘R’.
[By analogy with the use of ‘run’ on other records where
desertion is specifically recorded, this indicates desertion].
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Miscellaneous personal papers
National Archives, Kew

PRO 30/12/29/1 no. 54 Ellenborough Papers, letter no.
54.
Lord Ellenborough, President of the Board of Control, to the
King, 12 January 1835, requesting that a pardon may be
granted to James Lewis/alias Charles Masson who deserted
from the Royal Bengal Artillery shortly after the Siege of
Bawalpur and is now engaged in Scientific and historical
researches to the north [sic: south] of the Hindu Kush.
Lord Ellenborough with his most humble duty to your
Majesty humbly represents to your Majesty that the
Governor General of India has recommended for your
Majesty’s pardon James Lewis a deserter from the Bengal
Horse Artillery.
This person appears to have deserted soon after the siege
of Bawalpur, and to have been since engaged in researches
chiefly of an Antiquarian character in Afghanistan and the
neighbouring countries.
He has assumed the name of Charles Masson. He is
possessed of much science and ability. He has acquired and
communicated much useful information respecting the
condition of the People and Territories bordering on the
Indus, and is now engaged in prosecuting his enquiries more
of a Scientific than a Political nature to the north of the
Hindu Kush.
The Governor General has deemed it expedient to allow
of his being assisted by the Political Agent at Ludhiana to
uthe extent of a thousand Rupees a year.
Under all the circumstances Lord Ellenborough humbly
advises your Majesty to grant the Pardon which the
Governor General of India has solicited for this person,
whose private character appears to be unimpeached, except
as regards the crime of desertion, and who seems disposed to
atone as far as he can for that crime by useful contributions
to the ancient history and to our present knowledge of the
nations in the vicinity of the Indus.
PRO 30/12/29/1 no. 69 Ellenborough Papers, letter no.
69.
Lord Ellenborough to the King, 15 January 1835. Pardon of
James Lewis.
Lord Ellenborough with his most humble duty to your
Majesty humbly acknowledges the receipt of your Majesty’s
acquiescence in the recommendation of the Governor
General of India that your Majesty’s Royal pardon should
be extended to James Lewis.
__________________________________________
British Library, India Office Records

E161/II Letter no. 13. C.M. Wade (Political Agent,
Ludhiana) to Masson: Extract mentioning free pardon for
desertion.
A dispatch has been received from the Honourable Court of
Directors dated 9 February [1835] last forwarding a warrant
of your free pardon which is now in the hands of the supreme
government. The warrant is granted by his majesty to you as
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James Lewis and I have been desired to communicate the
fact to you for your satisfaction. … I sincerely congratulate
you on an affair, the happiness of which must have been a
subject of anxious interest to you.
E162 Letter 4: Letter to the Press (undated fragment).
In your paper today I observe that jackasses are employed in
place of camels for the transport service of troops employed
in Afghanistan. What can be the reason for such a step? Are
the camels of the country exhausted? Is it owing to a
principal of economy? Seeing that jackasses have been for a
long time employed in the Political Department, is it the
commencement of a system to introduce them in to the
military one, with a view of establishing uniformity in the
services?
[signed] A Camel Driver.
__________________________________________
E161/IV Letter to Masson from nephew John Lewis
(mistakenly referred to as John Jarvis)
30 Great Ormond Street
Queen Square [London]
Dear Uncle
Mother and I intend coming down on Sunday next if
agreeable. Trusting you, Mrs Masson and all are quite well.
I remain dear uncle,
Your dutiful nephew
John Lewis 		 20 April 1853
__________________________________________
E161/VII f. 79 24 June 1853, giving notice to landlord to
quit The Rende, Church Street, Lower Edmonton.
__________________________________________
British Museum, Central Archives

Trustees Minutes, BM-TM 10–7–1847
Standing Committee Papers, 10 July 1847, no. 7288.
Mr Hamilton laid before the Board a note addressed by Mr
J.M. Ludlow to Mr Bellenden Ker suggesting the
employment of Mr Charles Masson to arrange the Bactrian
coins of the Museum.
This note was referred to Mr Hawkins and he was
requested to report upon it.
Original Papers, BM-OP 20–6–1847
H. Ellis to E. Hawkins, c. 20 June 1847
My dear Sir,
Mr Kerr [sic] has introduced Mr Masson to me who has sent
over some Bactrian Coins to the Museum: and who wishes
to see them. I beg to introduce him to you for that purpose.
Yours truly,
H. Ellis (Copy) [to] H.B. Ker Esq.
69 Chancery Lane
20 June 1847
My dear Sir,
Having heard accidentally the other day that the employees
of the Medal department in the British Museum were just

now subjected to unusual trouble in the arrangement of the
Bactrian coins, which have been imported into Europe of
late years, the thought struck me that the Trustees of the
Museum might perhaps have it in their power to confer a
real benefit upon the public by the employment of a most
deserving and remarkable man, Charles Masson. And as I
know you are acquainted with several of those gentlemen, I
do not hesitate to apply to you, in the hope that you will
mention Mr Masson’s name, if occasion should offer for you
seeing any of them.
Mr Masson’s name is not unknown to you, tho’ I believe
you have not read his curious ‘Journey in Balochistan &co.’
It will be sufficient for me to say that Mr Masson was
thirteen years in the Punjab and in Central Asia, during
which time his chief and favourite occupation was travelling
over the country like a native, for the purpose of making
researches into its past history and antiquities, and
comparing and verifying ancient accounts with what he
found existing at the present day. The branch of this study
which was, and continues to be, of particular interest to him,
was ancient Bactriana. In pursuit of this object he visited
every rich [?] site, and dug into almost every tope he could
hear of; copied rock inscriptions, some very curious and still
unexplained, and exhibiting the gradual fusing together of
different oriental alphabets and the probable formation of
apparently new ones from the compound. He sent home to
the East India Company no less than 60,000 gold, silver, and
copper coins, and was the first person who illustrated by
means of them the descent and succession of the Bactrian
Kings and Queens. The possession and present custody of
this unique collection has enabled Professor Wilson to
anticipate many discoveries which might otherwise have
fallen to the lot of Mr Masson, whose prior claims, neglected
at home, are I understand fully admitted by the Orientalists
of Germany and France. Indeed, I understand that a large
sum had been offered to and refused by him for his
collection.
Since he has been in England, all his time and thoughts
are given to the same pursuits, and from the study of a few
damaged and duplicate specimens, of which, by dint of

solicitation, he has obtained the return from the East India
Company, he has been able to compile various papers which
have been read by him before the Asiatic and I believe other
Societies. And it is the confident opinion of those who know
him that in the knowledge of the ancient coins of that
portion of Aria, and generally of its ancient history, there is
no man in England who will be found to surpass him. If
therefore the British Museum could find employment for
him in this time, I believe they would afford great pleasure
to Mr Masson. If they cannot find it, I will venture to say
they ought to make it. It is no favour that I ask for Mr
Masson, for there is never any favour in picking out the best
man. At the same time, Mr Masson is not, I believe, in
affluent circumstances, and mainly depends on a pitiful
pension of £100 a year which the East India Company have
granted to him.
I must now add that, beyond dining with him at Sir
Charles Forbes’s, I have no personal acquaintance with Mr
Masson, nor is he any wise apprised of the step I am now
taking. He is a very modest retiring man, of a very rare
character nowadays; one who seeks knowledge for its own
sake, and is desirous only of applying that which he has to
purposes of public interest or utility, not to the furthering of
any personal objects; but anxious to be instrumental,
however humbly, in advancing the reputation of his country
to a level in Oriental research equal to that of other nations.
Believe me &co.
(Signed) J.M. Ludlow
BM-TM 24–7–1847 – Standing Committee Papers, 24 July
1847, nos 7301–2
In reference to a communication from Mr J.M. Ludlow to
Mr H. Bellenden Ker suggesting the employment of Mr
Charles Masson to arrange the Bactrian Coins in the
Museum; Mr Hawkins reported that these coins were
already satisfactorily arranged and that Mr Masson’s
services were not required.
Mr Hamilton undertook to communicate this fact to Mr
Bellenden Ker.
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Buddhist cave sites
G42 ff. 30–42: Caves of Bamiyan

13 folios depicting and describing the site. 7 plates c. 1850
from original sketches made in 1832. These are bound
together with G41 ff. 1–29: Caves of Jalalabad and Kabul.
For Bamiyan, see also E167 section 2, f. 50; F63 ff.1–73; F64
ff. 196–9; F65 ff. 200–15.
Caves of Bamiyan

[f. 30]: [title page – text set between Indian-style pilasters]
[f. 31] List of Plates
Pl. I Second Idol and adjacent caves.
Pl. II Entrances to Group No. 1. Bamiyan.
Pl. III Group No. 1. Bamiyan. Interior disposition.
Pl. IV Group No. 2. Bamiyan. Interior disposition.
Pl. V Ornamental designs of the Divan Khana.
Group No. 2.
Pl. VI Selected specimens of the pictorial embellishment of
the first or Great Idol, Bamiyan, and inscription.
Pl. VII Selected specimens, in outline, of the pictorial
embellishment of the second Great Idol, Bamiyan.
Pl. I. Second Idol and adjacent caves, Bamiyan

(Fig. 4) [G40 f. 31; Vol. 1, Fig. 25; Masson 1842, II, p. 384;
G42 f. 35 – not illustrated here – has significantly more inked
shading, but shows nothing of the outline of the larger
Buddha, which just appears in the niche on the extreme left
in G40 f. 31.
[f. 32] The caves at Bamiyan extending for some miles, it
would be impossible to present a general view of the whole of
them. In this plate [Fig. 4] a portion of them is represented,
and from the part where they are the most numerously
congregated, which also may be presupposed to be their
common centre, for there and in the immediate vicinity the
great idols or statues have been formed.
Our sketch may serve to give a notion of the wonderful
assemblage of excavations at Bamiyan, that is, of their
exterior aspect, but many sketches would be needed fully to
exhibit the sundry marvels of that extraordinary locality.
We shall purposely refrain from opening a discussion in
these pages upon the abstruse points connected with these
wondrous antiquities, confining our remarks to the few

Figure 4 G40 f. 31: ‘Second idol and
adjacent caves, Bamiyan’
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necessary to accompany our sketches. The subject is too vast
and too important to be disposed of either briefly or lightly.
It may be permitted me to explain why I have so few
sketches of so interesting a spot. In 1832 I joined Haji Khan,
expressly with the intention of examining at leisure the
antiquities of Bamiyan, to which place he was proceeding
after he had collected the annual revenues of the Hazarajat.
He persuaded me to accompany him while engaged in the
collection of the revenue, and when we at length reached
Bamiyan, one of those severe winters set in which occur but
occasionally or once in many years. But this was not the
worst – the Khan had thought it proper to seize Mir
Yazdanbakhsh, the Hazara chief of [the] Behsud [tribe], and
commenced also at Bamiyan, at that time part of his own
jaghir, a general system of seizure and spoliation. So unsettled
a period was not that in which any researches could be
conducted, and to crown my misfortunes I had no paper –
the stock I had brought with me from Kabul was exhausted
in the Hazarajat, chiefly in enabling the soldiers of the camp
to write to their friends; a fresh supply I had sent for from
Kabul never reached me, our communications with that city
having been closed, in the general way, by snow. From Haji
Khan’s Secretary, who was much in the same dilemma as
myself with respect to paper, I obtained as a great favour a
single sheet, which I was obliged to employ with care, and
only on such objects as seemed to me the most deserving. It
was most wretched paper, but I was obliged both to make it
serve and be thankful for it. I therefore selected for
representation such objects as I considered most likely to
assist in forming an opinion upon the purpose of the
antiquities, which after a survey of them I felt confident
might be hazarded, neglecting consequently, but without
means of avoiding it, many others even very prominent ones,
most worthy of being brought to notice and even
indispensable to exhibit a complete and satisfactory tableau
of the mysterious remains. At the time I experienced no
more than a little chagrin at my personal disappointment,
consoling myself with the reflection that I should revisit
Bamiyan in the spring or at some future period taking care
however to avoid the company of Haji Khan or any other
Afghan chief. It was decreed otherwise, time passed on and
Government employ was insidiously conferred upon me,
indeed forced, with no higher view, I believe, than to
interrupt my course of discovery and to prevent the
acquisition of the little credit and reputation that might
attend it. My position at Kabul became dangerous as well as
embarrassing, and I was as much fixed to it as if I had been
nailed to the spot. Journeys to Bamiyan or any other place
became out of the question, and finally I left the country in
1838 without having again visited it. In 1840 I again directed
my steps towards Afghanistan, Bamiyan was never out of my
thoughts. But I had then to find that the rancour of my
enemies was greater than I had anticipated, and that it was
determined that I should not travel in the Afghan countries,
the reason given being that I had not permission from His
Majesty Shah Shuja or the Governor General of India!!!
I was unable, from having previously lost all my effects
and property then with me at Qalat, to continue my journey
towards Afghanistan, or I might have very reasonably
questioned whether the permission of the exalted personages

mentioned was necessary or not, for I had never dreamed
that it was, and even at this time cannot imagine that it
could have been. However, Bamiyan for me, remained
unexplored, and those who had the opportunity to make
themselves acquainted with its secrets, seem to have
neglected it, so far as the world of science is concerned, for
nothing has been made public, so that I may still fall back
upon my few and imperfect illustrations which may not
prove wholly useless, and may yet to many have the charm of
novelty, if in a small degree.
In the plate before us, part of the niche is delineated in
which stands the superior or larger idol. Of this a view has
been given by the late Sir Alexander Burnes, who had a
draftsman paid by Government in his suite. This sketch was
the only one presented to the public of those made, if any
were made, by that draftsman throughout Sir Alexander’s
travels, through the Punjab, Afghanistan, Turkistan and
Persia. It may be therefore thought it was the only interesting
object met with in them. In the centre of the plate, will be
seen the second idol as to size, from a point opposite to which
the original sketch was taken. Between it and the superior
idol, niches will be observed in which originally statues were
once standing, although the spaces they occupied are now
vacant. The forms of the several caves, the small apertures
high in position on the scarped front of the rock, the
accumulation of mounds in front of the whole, and the
column shaped object on the ridge of the hill, with the
adjacent caves, may deserve attention.
Many of the caves are now inhabited by the Tajik
population of Bamiyan, and many of them are said to be
inaccessible. All require examination, and most of all, the
last. It is worthy of remark that the population of Bamiyan is
Tajik; that of the surrounding country to the east, west and
south, Hazara. To the north on the high road to Turkistan,
at Saighan, Kahmard and Ajar, again the population is
Tajik, but surrounded by Hazara, Tatar and Uzbek
neighbours. In the districts named, the chiefs as well as their
people are Tajiks.
Pl. II. Entrances to Group No. 1 caves at Bamiyan

(Fig. 5) [G42 f. 36. F64 f. 197 (untitled): [F64 f. 197
untitled: Caves above and west of 55m Buddha [Vol. I, Fig.
35].
Figure 5 G42 f. 36: ‘Entrances to Group No. 1 caves at Bamiyan’
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[f. 33] There are two remarkable groups or suites of caves
at Bamiyan, which from their peculiarity of construction as
well from the circumstance of their being unoccupied are
pointed out by the inhabitants of that place to the notice of
strangers. They have been formed in a cliff rising about that
in which the superior idol is placed, so that in pacing
forwards from them, we come upon the edge of the scarped
rock in which that prominent sculpture is exposed to view.
They are reached by a path a little to the left or west of the
Great Idol, and exhibit two distinct groups each comprising
four caves, and their position with respect to the Idol may be
exemplified still more clearly by the accompanying diagram
[sketch of location not reproduced].
In Pl. II we give the exterior view of the group we
distinguish as No. 1. That the original aspect of the
entrances to so important a group was somewhat different
from the rude one it now wears may perhaps be assumed, or
possibly some means may have been adopted to conceal its
rudeness.
Pl. III. Interior disposition of Group No. 1 caves, Bamiyan
(Fig. 6)

[G42 f. 37: interior of niches in cave No. 3 coloured blue. Not
illustrated here; same as F64 f. 199: Group 1, No. 2, Vol. 1,
Fig. 36].
In this Pl. III we endeavour to show the interior
disposition and arrangement of the several caves of Group
No. 1 and as regards Caves No. 1, 2 & 3 the sketches truly
represent their relative proportions in size to each other. No.
4 sketch is not in the same category. On setting foot within
the entrance to Cave No. 1, the names W. Moorcroft, W.
Trebeck, and G. Guthrie, written with charcoal and by the
same hand, command attention and testify to the presence
of those gentlemen in this place. In a bend of the passage, a
little farther on, the date ‘1824 Aug’ also in charcoal tells us
that in the specified month and year the spot was visited by
them. The Cave into which we pass, proves to be fifteen feet
[4.57m] in length, eleven feet [3.35m] in breadth and
fourteen feet [4.26m] in height. At the upper end is an arched
niche or recess. On the right side is an arched aperture or
doorway by which the cave is entered from the passage just
mentioned, and on the left or opposite side is a small niche.
The interior surface throughout was originally coated with
cement, but it has generally disappeared, leaving bare the
Figure 6 F64 f. 199: ‘Interior disposition of Group No. 1 caves,
Bamiyan’. Captioned (l–r): ‘Samotch No. 3, Samotch no. 2, Samotch
No. 1, Samotch No. 4’
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horizontal strata of sand, pebbles and coloured earths of
which the rock is composed. This cave or apartment has no
trace of painting or having been otherwise decorated.
Retracing our steps, for it does not appear that this cave
has any communication directly with the others, we next
enter, from the exterior, Cave No. 2. It has a length of twenty
feet [6.09m], a breadth of seven feet [2.13m] and a height of
ten feet [3.05m]. At the upper end is also an arched recess,
but with some peculiarity of form. On the right side are two
small square niches and a smaller arched one on the
opposite side. The cave was originally covered with cement,
but in other respects seems to have been perfectly
unadorned.
The next cave we enter is No. 3, a spacious apartment,
forty one feet [12.49m] in length, twelve feet [3.65m] in
breadth and fifteen feet [4.57m] in height. It has the usual
recess at its upper extremity, but before it projects a step or
platform. On the right side, and near the recess, is a large
square niche, and on the left are two other niches, the
smaller being arched, the larger double arched. This
apartment was like the rest covered with cement, and the
recess at the extremity with the niches on either side were
painted of a bright ultramarine blue.
Cave No. 4, is very different in form, and embellishment
from the preceding ones. Its base, not a perfect square, has a
length of fifteen feet [4.57m] by a breadth of twelve feet
[3.65m]. The height of the apartment is about twenty four
feet [7.3m]. Its construction is singular. The sides are carried
up perpendicularly from the base for about six feet [1.82],
when they meet a massive belt of mouldings, from which
[they] ascend with an inward and sloping inclination to the
ceiling, which is flat and curiously yet simply ornamented. It
should have been noticed that the ceilings or roofs of the
other caves are vaulted. Over the entrance to this cave is an
aperture for the admission of light.
F64 f. 197v: sketches for final drawings F64 f. 199 (Fig. 7)
[Vol. 1, Fig. 36: G42 f. 37,Pl. III. Group No. 1 Bamiyan].
No. 2. [Tarzi 1977, Cave XIV, p. 73, fig. B151] Samotch
22ft [6.7m] in length, 8½ft [2.59m] in breadth – has a recess
at the extremity and two square apertures on the right side,
the smaller probably for a lamp.
No. 3. [Tarzi 1977, Cave XIVa] Samotch 49½ft [15m] in
length, from 13 to 15 [ft; 3.96–4.57m] in breadth, 17 to 18ft
[5.18–5.48m] in height – has a recess at the extremity and
before the recess a raised tackt [sic: takht] or platform. On
the right side has a square recess and on the left side has two,
the first and smaller one with one arch and the other with
two. The whole was once cemented over with gutch [lime
plaster] and the primary recess with the side ones appear to
have been painted of a blue colour. The hill here is composed
of light red clay stone.
No.4. [Tarzi 1977, Cave XIVa, pp. 73, 125, figs B152-3, pl.
D27b] Samotch 18ft [5.48m] in length, 15½ [ft; 4.72m] in
breadth. This compartment was originally highly
ornamented – the ceiling is most entire, the sides or rather
the cement thereof has either fallen in or has been defaced.
The hill [is] composed of the same red clay stone as No. 3.
The whole was once covered with a cement of gutch [lime
plaster] upon which the carvings were executed. The ceiling

Figure 7 F64 f. 197v: sketches for final
drawings F64 f. 199

is smaller than the floor, the elevations of the sides inclining
upwards.

[G42 f. 38, Vol. 1, Fig. 37].
[G42 f. 33] Having examined Group No. 1, by ascending
the rock a little to the left we arrive at Group No. 2, with two
entrances close to each other, the one square, the other
arched. The larger of these is but breast high, and about six
feet [1.82m] in breadth. By creeping through it, a cave [No.
3] is entered fifty feet [15.24m] in length, twenty five feet
[7.62m] in breadth and about thirty feet [9.14m] in height. It
astonishes the spectator as much by the nature of its
embellishments as by its dimensions. The Bamiyanchis
confer upon it the name of Divan Khana or Hall of
Audience. At its upper extremity is an arched recess, around
which an ornamental border was carried, a fragment of
which remains, and discloses the design of a series of circular
scrolls surrounded above and below by lines of small birds. A
representation of these at large is given at Pl. V [Fig. 10]. A
broad and handsome belt has also been extended along the

entire apartment, except where its continuity is interrupted
by the recess at the far extremity. This belt exhibits the
design of a series of square pedestals supporting segmental
wreaths or arches, as also is shown in Pl. V more fully. It is
difficult with this, as with other caves, to decide whether or
not it was originally painted or spread over with a coat of
colouring matter, by reason of the smoky particles having
deposited a crust which has much obscured the interior
surface. The belt, however, surrounding this apartment was
clearly washed with a bright yellow tint. In this chamber
again is seen the name W Moorcroft, which being written in
a different handwriting from the memorial before
mentioned, may possibly be an autograph of that lamented
gentleman. This cave, it must not [sic] be observed, has one
peculiarity and one of some consequence in the dome over
the recess at the upper end, which has also some variation in
its design. Moreover it has an arched niche on the left side.
We distinguish this cave as No. 3 in the plate. Over its two
entrances is an extensive aperture for the admission of light,
and near the former is another in the side, a doorway by
which we pass into Cave No. 1, which thus forms a kind of
anti-chamber. This Cave, No. 1, is sixteen feet [4.87m] in

Figure 8 G42 f. 38: ‘Group No. 2 caves, Bamiyan. Interior disposition’
(includes a pillar)

Figure 9 G42 f. 42: ‘Samotch No. 3 or the Divan Khana, Samotch No. 2,
Samotch No. 1, Samotch No. 4 or Chehel Situn’ (second version of Pl. IV]

Pl. IV. Group No. 2 caves, Bamiyan. Interior disposition
(Figs 8–9)
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Figure 10 G42 f. 39: ‘Ornamental designs of the Divan Khana Group
No. 2’ (Cave No. 3)

length, ten feet [3.05m] in breadth and about six feet [1.82m]
in height. It is wholly without decoration or appendage.
From No. 1, Cave No. 2 is readily gained. It had, however,
an independent entrance from the exterior, extending along
its entire front, but the road thereto from the rock’s
decomposition has become difficult. This apartment has a
length of forty feet [12.19m], a breadth of thirty one feet
[9.45m] and a height of about sixteen feet [4.87m]. It has an
arched recess at its upper end, with a step and platform
before it, similar to No. 3 of the Group No. 1. Likewise an
arched niche on the right side which leads into Cave No. 1
and on the left side near the original front entrance, and
about four feet [1.22m] from the ground is a small segmental
niche in the wall.
Immediately without this cave, a small entrance opens
into a passage slightly [f. 34] curved into an apartment,
highly finished, (our No. 4), to which the inhabitants of
Bamiyan apply the name of Khana Chehel Situn, or the
Chamber of Forty Pillars. The dimensions of this singular
excavation, as well as its form correspond with those of No. 4
of Group No. 1, of which it is indeed the counterpart, only
the architecture is more ornate. The ceiling of the same
general design, merely varies in its details, and the
superabundance of pillars radiating from it down the
inclined sides of the apartment to the belt of mouldings,
constitutes the principal distinction, that of a higher degree
of embellishment. On each side are three pillars, with
ornamental capitals, besides the four angular ones, making
a sum of sixteen pillars. Between each of these pillars are two
flat double pilasters, making a sum of thirty two double
pilasters, or a total of forty eight pillars and pilasters. To this
Figure 11 G42 f. 40: ‘Selected specimens of the pictorial
embellishment of the first or Great Idol, Bamiyan’

profusion of columnar decoration, the chamber, of course,
owes its current appellation, on the same principle as the
ruins of the great temple at Persepolis have obtained the
analogous one of Chehel Minar. The belt of moulding on
which the pillars rest, it will be observed, strictly accord with
the similar appendages in No. 4 of the first group. It will be
right to notice that in No. 3 of this group, a bench has been
formed in the left side, this feature is not apparent in our
sketch of the corresponding chamber of No. 1 group. Is it
possible that we have omitted it?
Pl. V. Ornamental designs of the Divan Khana Group No. 2
(Fig. 10)

[Cave No. 3; G42 f. 39, Vol. 1, Fig. 38. Pl. V, Fig. 1 is
partly coloured blue].
[f. 34] In this plate [V] Fig. 1. represents on a larger scale,
than was possible in the preceding plate, the ornamental
border encircling the arched recess at the extremity of the
Divan Khana; and Fig. 2, in similar manner, shows better
the design of the belt carried around the sides of the same
apartment.
Pl. VI. Selected specimens of the pictorial embellishment of
the first or Great Idol, Bamiyan, and inscription (Fig. 11)

[G42 f. 40, Vol. 1, Fig. 30. Pen-and-ink and watercolour].
It was known, for Wilford had long ago learned it, that
there were paintings at Bamiyan. The late Sir Alexander
Burnes confirmed the fact, yet it remained to convey a due
notion of their character, and I am sorry to say it still
remains a desideratum to possess the whole of those curious
and essential evidences.
In this plate I have introduced three of the figures (there
are twelve altogether) found on the line of them on the right
hand side of the niche in which the idol stands. As I
purposely abstain from speculation here, it may suffice to
observe that the haloes or nimbi encircling the heads of
these figures would seem to distinguish them as being of a
sacred character. All the figures in this niche, whether on
either side or encircling its curve at the summit, are females
[sic], and they are all seated cross-legged.
In the same plate [VI], is given the inscription, or as it
may be, fragment of one, which is seen at the summit of the
niche, and therefore exactly above the head of the idol. It
may be feared it is but a fragment, and it must be observed
that an attempt has been made in the plate, by carrying out
the lines of the border enclosing it, to give an idea of the
space it occupied when complete. The portion with a blue
ground is what time has spared, and I am not certain but the
ground is yellow instead of blue – the letters, however, are
white. The importance of this record is too obvious to be
insisted upon, but we have yet not only to interpret it, but to
decide even upon the alphabet in which it has been
composed.
Pl. VII. Selected specimens (in outline) of the pictorial
embellishment of the second Great Idol, Bamiyan (Fig. 12)

[G42 f. 41, Vol. 1, Fig. 28].
In Pl. VI, the specimens are given coloured, for although
I had no colours with me at Bamiyan, I made
memorandums of the colours employed. In the present plate
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Figure 12 G42 f. 41: ‘Selected specimens of the pictorial
embellishment of the second Great Idol, Bamiyan’

I am unable to say the same of the specimens exhibited in it,
and am therefore compelled to give merely the outlines.
The figures here represented I judged at the time to be most
important. They occur on the line to the right of the niche.
There are twelve on the line as in the niche of the larger Idol,
and they are females with the extraordinary exceptions to be
observed in this plate, and they are all busts instead of the
entire figures. Two of the figures in this selection are males,
two females [Buddha with a monk, one male and one female
donor]. The male on the right and the female on the left have
no haloes surrounding their heads – they are, it may be
presumed, lay personages. The male on the left with a halo
around his head, is a sacred or inspired person, and is
evidently delineated as earnestly impressing some truth or
doctrine upon the female on the left. The male on the right,
alike an attentive listener, it is essential to notice, is habited in
such a costume, that we at once recognize not only that he is a
monarch, but the class of monarchs to which he must be
assigned, and this we are justified in doing from the various
series of coins we have acquired in Afghanistan. That there
should be no doubt of his royal character, we have the orb
and crescent over his head attire, and those peculiar badges
issuing from the shoulders, familiar to all conversant with
Sasanian coins. It must be observed, however, that our
Afghan numismatical researches have proved that such
badges were not restricted to the Sasanian princes of Persia.
The female on the left [sic: Buddha], it will be seen has also
the royal badges, she may therefore be supposed a queen.
The figure between the king and queen, we should conjecture
to represent an inspired character, or one so esteemed, the
promulgator of a doctrine, – of some new doctrine perhaps
– and by no means disproving such a conjecture, we find a
very singular object laying in front of the king, which must
certainly be intended to portray a book [sic: balcony hanging;
see Vol. 1, Fig. 29].
It being so much our desire to discover any data on which
we could ground any reasonable theory upon the Bamiyan
antiquities, we were much pleased with the inscription in the
former plate and the curious figures in this, and we eagerly
caught at them as affording good clues to the solution of the
mystery enshrouding them, for let us determine who the
king and inspired teacher are, and all doubt is removed.
The inspired teacher is not, we think, Buddha – for
Buddha could scarcely be represented in so scant a costume,
and Buddha had no book to present to a sovereign, and it is
not perhaps certain that he travelled so far westward. I am of
course speaking of Sakya – can the figure be of Zerdasht
[Zoroaster] – of Mani – or of Mazkak. All these had books,
were in the very country itself and made converts of kings as
well as their subjects. We give no opinion here – as we

Figure 13 F64 f. 171: ‘View of the caves near Basawal, mentioned by
Wilford ’

promised to avoid discussion, and the subject would involve
much discussion and occupy much time.
__________________________________________
G41 ff. 1–29: Caves of Jalalabad and Kabul

29 folios depicting and describing cave temples and
‘antiquities’ near Jalalabad and Kabul. 12 plates c. 1850, from
original sketches made in 1833–5. Bound together with G42
[f. 1] Caves of Jalalabad and Kabul [title page].
[f. 2] List of Plates.
Pl. I Caves of Basawal.
Pls II–IV Caves of Hadda.
Pl. V Ancient mound temple, Begram of Jalalabad (Tepe
Khwaja Lahori).
Pls VI–VII Caves of Darunta.
Pl. VIII Topographical Sketch of Jalalabad.
Pl. IX Ancient vihara, Kangkarak (Adinapur).
Pl. X Caves of Tepe Maranjan, Kabul.
Pl. XI Takht-i Shah. Kabul.
Pl. XII Khaneh Sunghi. Kabul.
Additional sheets bound in to the folder after Plate XII:
f. 26: preliminary drawing for Pl. VIII.
f. 27: larger-scale sketch map of smaller area centred on
Darunta.
f. 28: preliminary drawing for Pl. I.
f. 29: preliminary drawing for Pl. IX.
Pl. I. Caves of Basawal

(G41 ff. 14, 28: Ancient vihara near Basawal, Province of
Jalalabad. [Vol. 1, Fig. 186]).
F64 f. 171: ‘View of the caves near Basawal, mentioned by
Wilford’1 (Fig. 13)
[f. 3] The first sketch submitted to notice represents an
ancient vihara excavated in the precipitous side of a lofty
mountain overhanging the river flowing from Kabul in its
progress through the valley of Jalalabad near the little
village of Basawal.
It may be conceived from the sketch that the site is
imposing as well as picturesque, and with many it may have
an additional interest when it is remembered that Wilford,
1

Lt-Col. Francis Wilford (c. 1761–1822), assistant to the SurveyorGeneral of India 1786–90. Masson is probably quoting from
Wilford’s ‘On Mount Caucasus’, Asiatick Researches VI, 1801, pp.
455–69.
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who had heard of it, proposed to locate thereat the
celebrated Indian city of Nysa, commemorated by the old
writers of Alexander’s exploits and journeys, and alluded to
before his time even by the Greek Tragic Poet.
Whatever merit may be due to Wilford’s attribution in
this particular instance, and to discuss it here might be out of
place, the site itself is a remarkable one and consequently has
claims to attention. For this reason a few observations on its
position will not be probably taken amiss.
In travelling from the East, say from Peshawar, having
passed the Khyber hills, the Kabul river is gained with the
village of [Loe] Dakka on its southern bank and on the
northern bank the small Momand capital of Lalpura [Vol.
1, Fig. 3].
From Dakka the road passes parallel to the river, and the
usual stage from it towards Jalalabad and Kabul is to
Basawal, there being indeed the village of Hazarnoh about
mid-way. From Hazarnoh to Basawal an extensive plain
stretches and even beyond Basawal to the base of Mar Koh, a
hill or mountain separating its lands from those of Chahar
Deh. This plain to the north is bounded by the Kabul river,
and parallel to Basawal the river to the north is hemmed in
by the lofty and precipitous range in which as before said our
caves have been excavated. [The mountain peak] Mar Koh
is south of the river, and above Basawal or west thereof, its
northern extremity closely impinges upon the stream, which
in fact has to force a passage between it and the cave range.
That the vicinity of Basawal has been a seat of ancient
population we have other evidence than that to be found in
these caves. The surface between the village and Mar Koh, is
strewed with fragments of potter’s ware, and the same
character distinguishes the soil generally around the hill
which may probably have a circuit of five or six miles
[8–9.65km]. Moreover, at the western side of it, there is a tope
with the ordinary accompaniments of cave and tumulus.
Wilford learning that there were caves in the
neighbourhood of Basawal and that the hill westward of it
was named Mar Koh, or as he has it, Mer Koh, seized the
indications with avidity, and concluded that Basawal
pointed to the site of Nysa and that Mer Koh was Mount
Meru of Indian celebrity and the Meros of the Macedonian
Greeks. It may nevertheless be as well to intimate that Mar
Koh or the Snake Hill is the name now applied by people in
the country to the hill, and they pretend that the abundance
of such reptiles found over it both accounts for and justifies it,
while in connection with the fact they relate various legends
referring to saints who possessed the power to charm them
and to render their venom innocuous.
The caves at Basawal have perhaps been unvisited by
Figure 14 G41 f. 15: ‘Tumuli and caves between Jalalabad and Hadda’
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Europeans, and have been seen only, as we saw them, from
the opposite side of the river. In appearance they are
inaccessible, but it is very possible that a path could be found
to them. It is evident that there are many tumuli in
connection with them, and the uneven soil where the
mountain terminates easterly is amply covered with similar
memorials and vestiges; and from trustworthy information
various tokens and relics are occasionally picked up.
The name now conferred upon the remains generally is
Chakanur, the same as borne by a village near Jalalabad on
the site of the Begram or ancient chief city. It is probable that
both names have been brought down by tradition in both
cases, and that it has some significant meaning. It has
sometimes occurred to us, that it might be a degraded or
corrupted pronunciation of Shakya Nur, and were we
certain of it some light would be thrown upon its import.
The Chinese pilgrim Faxian visited in his travels a country
called by him Na-kiě, which by the distance and bearing
between it and Foe-leou-cha, the latter presumed to be at or
near Peshawar, would seem to be the modern Jalalabad. In it
were to be seen a great variety of objects and relics dear to
Buddhists, and amongst them was the ‘shadow’ of Buddha.
This Faxian affirms that he saw, but could not account for
the illusion, and close to it was a vihara of seven hundred
ecclesiastics, where were preserved the cuttings of Buddha’s
hair also his nails. Shakya Nur, which might easily be
abbreviated into Chakanur, would mean the ‘light’ of
Shakya, that is of Buddha – and although truly ‘light’ does
not exactly bear the meaning of ‘shadow’ yet is it necessary
to produce it, and the name Shakya Nur is a very likely one
to have been given to a locality where an effect such as is
described by Faxian could be witnessed. It is not pretended
that this Chakanur is absolutely the spot noticed by the
pilgrim – another spot close to Jalalabad has the same name,
and adjacent to it, as well as to Chakanur of Basawal are
viharas.
The plain of Basawal is favourable to the encampment of
large bodies of men, and besides being an ordinary station
on the high road between India and Kabul, it is one on
which armies frequently halt, for some time.
It may be observed that when in Afghanistan, I was
aware from memory of Wilford’s hypothesis about Nysa, and
at the time was disposed to agree with him or rather I should
say indisposed to differ with him. Now I have doubts, yet the
question is one I have not investigated with a view to satisfy
them, yet the knowledge of Wilford’s theory when in the
country, caused me to look upon Basawal and indeed the
whole valley of Jalalabad with much curiosity and with no
little satisfaction. It yet remains to verify past cavil and

Figure 15 F64 f. 76: original sketch. ‘Tupper and samotches [of Tepe Zargaran] close to Hadda, seen from … 200 paces or 150 yards’ (137m)

objection the site of Nysa. I have often proposed to myself
the task but something has occurred to present me and to
distract my mind from such inquiries.
Pl. II. Caves of Hadda near Jalalabad

G41 f. 15: ‘Tumuli and caves between Jalalabad and Hadda’
(Fig. 14).
[f. 4] The eastern portion of Afghanistan may be said to
abound with caves, but they are often detached, almost
always unornamented, and generally offer little in their
appearance to tempt representation by the draftsman – very
frequently too they are found in connection with topes and
Tumuli, and it is fairly questionable which are the primary
objects. At Salsette [the island on which Mumbai stands], it
may be recalled … are tumuli which enclosed relics, and it
may be surmised that tumuli would be found upon search
being made for them contiguous to the other great cave
collections in India at Karli, Junnar, Nasik, Ellora and
elsewhere.
Hadda is a locality of note on account of the immense
numbers of topes and tumuli found around it. Of these
something may be learned from my report of the
examination of many of them published with Wilson’s Ariana
Antiqua. Of course there are also an immense number of
caves associated with them, yet from reasons above stated
they present no remarkable features or sufficiently so as to
induce a particular account of them. The caves of which
with their tumuli a sketch is here given, are met with on the
path from Jalalabad to Hadda. I say path, for road it can
scarcely be called. This leads from Jalalabad in the first
instance to a very large tumulus called Tepe Ahinposh (with
caves) [see Simpson 1878–9 below] and thence over a barren,
stony and elevated tract until a depression is reached,
through which in the event of sudden flood, the rud or
rivulet of Chaparhar discharges part of its swollen torrents.
At all other times it is dry. In the scarped sides of what may
be termed this dry nullah or water course, a series of caves
have been excavated as exhibited in the sketch. Above them
it will be noticed are their tumuli. In the distance is the

village of Hadda. This sketch may serve to show how every
available spot has been selected for the excavation of caves,
and in a broken country like that between Jalalabad and the
Safed Koh range their number is wonderful. No particular
description need be given of the large majority of them, for
all that could be stated would be the unimportant details of
length, breadth and altitude, for in them there are neither
sculptures or inscriptions as in the Indian caves, and indeed
no mark of decoration is visible.
Pl. III. Tumuli and caves of Hadda. Province Jalalabad

(G41 f. 16: Tepe Zargaran ‘taken from the One Tree Dund or
Pool. Distance 150 yards’. Finished drawing: Vol. 1, Fig.
300).
F64 f. 76: original sketch. ‘Tupper and samotches [of Tepe
Zargaran] close to Hadda, seen from … 200 paces or 150
yards’ (137m) (Fig. 15).
[f. 4] This sketch represents another small collections of
caves amongst the very numerous remains around Hadda
and very near to the village. The chambers it will be seen
have been excavated in the scarped side of the plain as in the
former example (Pl. II) and above them are the tumuli with
which they are connected. As this sketch was taken from the
south, to which of course they front, in the background are
seen the hills to the north of the plain of Jalalabad with the
town and Royal Garden of Chahar Bagh.
Pl. IV. Ancient caves, Tepe Zargaran at Hadda. Province of
Jalalabad

(G41 f. 17: ‘Portion of the caves of Zargaran, Hadda’).
F64 f. 75: Untitled caves A-B, 1-4 of Tepe Zargaran, Caves
and a niche with tenon holes for a statue, on the southeastern side of Tepe Zargaran (Fig. 16; Vol. 1, Fig. 301).
[A] This samooch is an inner square apartment in which is a
dome or cupola of 7ft [2.13m] in diameter – the whole was
covered with cement and starred with patches of yellow
paint – this may be supposed a place of worship.
[B] This is evidently a niche for the reception of statues.
1–4 These four samooches are respectively 24ft [7.32m] in

Figure 16 F64 f. 75: Untitled caves
A-B, 1-4 of Tepe Zargaran, Caves
and a niche with tenon holes for a
statue, on the south-eastern side of
Tepe Zargaran
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Figure 17 Masson 1841, Topes pl. VIIIh: ‘Caves at Hadda’, nos 1–5

Figure 18 Masson 1841, Topes pl. VIId: ‘Tumulus or mound of Khwaja
Lahori’

length, 10ft [3.05m] in breadth and 6ft [1.82m] in height –
are fashioned with the ceiling circular – were covered with
cement, and have on the one side a spacious recess and on
the other two or three niches small midway.
To the left of these samooches here depictured are seven
or eight others among which are three with internal cupolas,
and these have evidently been once highly painted, The last
of these other samooches has never been ultimately explored,
and though tales are told about it on examining it from the
entrance, it would appear after about forty feet [12.2m] to
turn to the right, and I am told there are many ruins in it.

depression at the summit. As this kind of tumulus is
abundant in other parts of Afghanistan, and our next sketch
will be of an interesting specimen on the plain of Jalalabad,
our remarks upon them and their supposed nature may be
spared here.

Masson 1841, Topes pl. VIIIh: ‘Caves at Hadda’, nos 1–5
(Fig. 17).
In this sketch an attempt is made to delineate a portion of
the more curious of the caves of Hadda. They are found in
the escarpment of an eminence, called Tepe Zargaran or the
Goldsmith’s Mound. Beneath the chambers numbers are
placed to assist explanation. No. 1, with an arched entrance,
displays internally a square apartment, with the roof
hollowed in the centre in the shape of a dome or cupola, on
which account it may perhaps be presumed to have been a
temple. It was carved with cement and starred with patches
of yellow paint. No. 2 is a niche, which once it may be
imagined contained an idol or statue. Nos 3, 4 and 5 are
ordinary caves of uniform proportions, twenty-four feet
[7.3m] in length, ten feet [3m] in breadth, and six feet
[1.82m] in height with vaulted or arched ceilings. These
caves obviously occur en suite, and comprise apartments
appropriated originally to special and distinct purposes. To
the left of them in the same escarpment, are seven and eight
other caves amongst which are three, whose ceilings are
arranged in the dome fashion, and these caves have been
gaudily painted. With water it was possible to brighten the
colours, but not so to form an idea as to what subjects were
represented. The last of these caves has many branches, and
strange tales are told of its interminable extent; the most
moderate connect it with Tepe Ahinposh above three miles
off [4.83km]. We were willing to have explored it, and
followed up its course for a considerable distance; we
observed passages leading from it at various points, but were
at length so annoyed by bats, bad odour and darkness that
we retraced our steps. There are many such caves in
Afghanistan, whose extent has not been ascertained, and
which are in like manner affirmed to extend for marvellous
distances.
The Tepe Zargaran is itself an object of curiosity, being
one of those and there are many of them, at Hadda, whether
associated with topes or otherwise, which have a hollow or
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Plate V Tepe Khwaja Lahori

(G41 f.18: ‘Ancient mound temple at the site of Begram near
the town of Jalalabad, now called Tepe Khwaja Lahori’;
G40 f. 70; ‘Tepe Khwaja Lahori’: Vol. 1, Fig. 234. Masson
1841, Topes pl. VIId: ‘Tumulus or mound of Khwaja Lahori’
(Fig. 18; see also Fig. 53 below).
[f. 5] This sketch is of a tepe or mound of rather unusual
size standing in the plain of Jalalabad, upon the site of
Begram traditionally affirmed to be that of an ancient city of
large extent, and near the present provincial capital. It is one
of the most prominent objects in the plain, which can boast
of so many in topes, tumuli and caves.
We have introduced it here, as its sides contain many
caves, and it will be observed that we imagine it to have been
an ancient temple, and we do so from the feature of the
hollow at the summit which it exhibits. This may appear to
call for explanation which we purpose to afford, and the
more gladly for if such explanation be satisfactory, some
benefit may be rendered to the investigators of Afghan
antiquities and even to those who engage in similar labours
in other eastern countries.
The ancient Persians Herodotus tells us made no images
of the deity, neither did they erect temples to him, and they
ridiculed the Greeks for so doing, conceiving it absurd and
impious to conceive the idea of confining, within a house,
the deity whose presence filled the universe. The Persians
were but a small branch, and before the time of Cyrus
[550–530 BC] but an obscure one of the great Asian race or
people, and the religion followed by them would then be that
of the Asian race. The extent of country over which this most
ancient race once spread may be matter of controversy, but it
may be broadly stated as having occupied that part of Asia
comprised between the rivers Euphrates, Oxus, and Indus.
It may even have occasionally exceeded these limits,
particularly in the direction of India, for in our opinion
there is strong evidence that there were princes and people
of Asian descent and lineage in the Punjab when Alexander
entered that country in the fourth century before our era.
Throughout all this extent of country, when occupied by
the Asian race, the same religion will have prevailed, or
modified no more than was the language, which as
Herodotus also informs was essentially the same from the
Euphrates to the Oxus, only affected by dialectic

peculiarities. This religion required no temples, yet it had its
peculiar rites and ceremonies, and these were performed on
the summits of hills and upon high places. In process of time,
and as it became inconvenient to the people of cities, towns
or villages to travel a great distance, as might frequently be
required, to attend at a particular spot for the observances of
their religious duties, huge mounds were erected near the
habitations to which they might with facility repair. In fact
such mounds were their temples, and we presume that all
such mound-temples were distinguished by a cavity at the
centres of their summits, and that by such marks they may
still be recognized. These temples would not however
destroy the sanctity of the primitive high places, which
naturally became shrines to be visited in procession by the
mass of people on particular occasions, and by pious
individuals whenever inclined.
The traveller who has strayed over the countries of
ancient Persia, Assyria, Media and Babylonia, cannot fail to
be surprised at the number of mounds rising from their
plains and valleys. It has been inferred that they denote
ancient villages, and it will be seen on reference to the
French translation of Strabo that the sçavans [savants] who
achieved that important labour, account for them on the
ground that the earlier inhabitants of the earth fixed their
villages on elevated sites by way of precaution against a
second deluge. It will be observed that we suspect these
mounds to be, not exactly the sites of villages, although to
them they clearly point, but the temples belonging thereto.
At the same time it must not be understood that every
mound is necessarily a temple, for mounds may have
different characters – the temple mound must be an artificial
erection, have a cavity at the summit, have one or two stages
rising one above the other in its original formation, and as
often occurs caves or apartments in their sides.
It is not improbable that the great Temple of Belus at
Babylon was a structure built after this fashion, while
exceeding all others in its proportions and magnificence,
and it is even possible that it may have been their prototype.
The mound temple of which we now present a sketch has
a base one thousand, eight hundred feet [548.64m] in
circumference. It had originally, we are inclined to think,
three stages, the traces of which are however if not wholly
obliterated, not so distinctly preserved as in other remains of
the same class. Instances of them are very general, it may be
said universal in the Afghan countries, which need not be
marvelled at, if we reflect that at one time they represented
parochial churches – Kabul has two fine specimens, one at
Khol Magamast [Khol Shams], and the other on the plain
of Begram immediately east of the present city. There are
also near Ghazni, at Oba, at Mokar, and again the vicinity
of Qandahar there are many excellently preserved ones.
Colonel Sykes in a note to his valuable ‘Essay on the
Religious, Moral and Political State of Ancient India’ [1841],
notices a tumulus of the extraordinary height of seven
hundred feet and more, (the very exact observer from whom
the colonel quotes says 708¾ feet [216m]). It is very probably
a mound temple, with successive elevations rising the one
above the other, and with a cavity in the centre of the
superior stage’s summit.

The mound temple on the plain of Begram near Kabul
(not the Begram of the Kohistan) is so entire, that its section
may be given without any hesitation, remarking only that
the number of caves in its sides cannot be vouched for.
The mound temple in the Khol Magamast is equally clear in
outline, and it is not possible to mistake it. It was on this
mound that my first excavation at Kabul was made, and I
discussed a variety of gilt images of various sizes, and an
apartment in which in an arched recess had been deposited
some manuscripts. The latter were unfortunately mutilated,
by the effects of time, otherwise they might have proved a
most valuable acquisition. The fragments with two or three
heads of images [Vol. 1, Figs 41–2], (the heads being of
stone, while the bodies were of earth and immovable) were
forwarded to England, and it may be presumed were
received there, but no mention has been made of them by
those who have taken them in charge. The manuscripts were
written in very plain Deva Nagari, and they were probably
the oldest written documents in that language extant – being
while mutilated still legible; it is a pity we have not been
informed a little of their nature, for which purpose any one
of the many fragments in the few words they offered might
have sufficed. It was also from the same mound that the late
Dr Gerard procured a black stone slab with the figure of
Buddha sculptured on it, which he presented to the Bengal
Asiatic Society, and of which the late Mr James Prinsep
published a drawing in his Journal [Vol. 1, Fig. 43]. It was
not deemed necessary to state that I pointed out the spot to
Dr Gerard, and got labourers to [f. 6] carry on the
researches for him, or in other words that he was entirely
indebted to me for his sculpture, which was besides of some
value as exhibiting Buddha with Sabian attributes, and
illustrating how Buddhism west of Indus became mixed up
with Sabian forms and possibly with Sabian doctrines.
It may not be uninteresting to point out now that
Assyrian excavations are attended with results so successful,
that they are carried out on mounds, and that similar objects
in the Afghan countries and indeed in all others where they
are found, might yield analogous evidences if their origin
and purpose, as perhaps we proved at Magamast. They
might or might not be so magnificent and might differ in
character, yet they could not fail to be useful and to reward
research.
It will be noticed on a glance at the sketch, that some of
the caves are fronted with a wall of masonry, the surface of
which is chequered with black and white stones regularly
disposed, so as to give a peculiar appearance. The superior
conical portions of the Darunta topes offer the same feature,
as do two columns near Kabul [Figs 25–6 below], and it is
seen in all the ancient places of interment scattered over the
entire country, whence it may be considered as
distinguishing religious and sepulchral architecture.
These remarks will show that while we consider the
mound as a temple, we also suppose it combined with its
ecclesiastical character, that of a cemetery. Indeed such was
certainly the case, for funereal jars or jars containing bones
and ashes are not infrequently exhumed, and the various
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trinkets, amulets and even coins, the usual deposits with the
remains of the dead in ancient times, are constantly brought
to light on the surface, especially after heavy rains. In this
respect, we find that the ancient Sabian church had its
cemetery attached in like manner as the modern Christian
church, but it must be still observed that there may be a
question whether there are not mound temples without
cemeteries, and even whether the original mound temple
had any such appendage. For example the coins found on
the Tepe Khwaja Lahori refer invariably to the later of the
Indo-Scythic [Kushan] series, there are none found of the
higher Scythic [i.e. Wima Kadphises to Huvishka] or
[pre-Kushan] Bactrian kings. Such coins as are discovered
clearly reveal the date or epoch at which the mound was
used as a place of sepulture, but it may be justly contended
that the mound as a temple was very long before existent,
even before the time of the earliest of the Bactrian sovereigns
or of the Greek invasion of the country. To explain the
matter however fully, as well as to suggest any doubt which
might hereafter be removed, it is right to notice that it was
the practice in these ancient cemeteries to deposit the funeral
jars as well as to cover them with earth carefully sifted and
cleansed from stones and other substances. Such earth was
of course brought from the plain below – whether or not
custom allowed the dead of one age to be placed over the
dead of another age is uncertain, but did it, we might conceit
that if the upper stratum containing the deposits of the later
Indo Scythic age were removed, the lower strata would
successively disclose the deposits of the higher Scythic and
Bactrian periods. This is a case in which excavation would
be useful.
The name conferred by Muhammadans upon the mound
is no otherwise instructive than as exemplifying the manner
in which they have appropriated by association with the saints
and worthies of their own faith, the tumular remains of the
religions they superseded. It is fortunate perhaps as showing
at least that such localities had a prior religious repute.
Very near to the mound is the small hamlet of Chakanur.
In the notice of ancient vihara at Basawal we have instanced
that adjacent thereto is a spot with the same appellation, and
we have ventured upon certain observations in allusion
thereto, to which we may here direct attention. Standing on
the edge of the plain of Begram, supposed to denote the site
of a very ancient city, the mound is on all sides surrounded
with tumuli and objects of interest to the antiquarian. To the
north at a little distance flows the river of Kabul, or so
called, confined by low hills in whose scarps an
uninterrupted succession of caves are excavated from
Darunta to the parallel of Jalalabad. The principal of these
we shall in the next place introduce to notice. There are also
two topes on summits over these caves, one opposite
Darunta called Tope Gudara, the other opposite or nearly so
to our mound, and called now Behar Robat [Barabad; Vol.
1, Figs 169, 172]. Whether the Behar in this term signifies
‘vihara’ or the ‘spring season’ I cannot decidedly pronounce,
but may suspect the former the right meaning, in which case,
the ancient term designating or descriptive of the locality
has been joined with a Turki one, Robat.
The little provincial town and capital of Nangarhar,
Jalalabad, has become memorable to all Europe through the
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force of political circumstances and the events of war. There
are some who deem the siege of Troy a mere fiction of the
poet, and in after ages the siege of Jalalabad, if its
recollection be preserved, may be no better considered, only
the fiction will be the less excusable one of the politician. But
we crave pardon, as we have nothing to do with modern
affairs in this place, but with ancient ones. We were about
pointing out that Jalalabad is a modern name, and therefore
affords no clue to the ancient name of the city which it now
humbly represents, neither does that of Begram, while
possibly indicating its site, because it is a general term,
implying the chief city, and not the particular name that
applied to it. The actual town of Jalalabad is itself the
immediate successor of two former towns, each larger than
the other and on the same site, the walls of both of them
being if not partially standing very dearly to be traced. It is
very questionable if the name of Jalalabad was borne by any
but the last of these towns, that is, the present one. The
following diagram may serve to illustrate the above remarks
and show the relation of Jalalabad to its predecessors.
Jalalabad
Old Town
New Town

The present inhabitants of the country cannot explain
why their town was called Jalalabad, suggesting however
that some individual named Jalal was the founder, but who
or what he was they know not. They are equally ignorant as
to the appellations borne by the towns which it replaced, and
as to that given to the ancient cities in times past.
The Emperor Babur [Mughal ruler in Kabul 1504–26;
India 1526–30] in his Memoirs [Bāburnāma] gives much
curious and valuable information upon the province of
Nangarhar in his period. He was well acquainted with it,
and all that he states may be implicitly believed. Upon his
testimony it appears that Adinapur was then esteemed the
provincial capital, the site of which is well known as being
close to the town of Balabagh, some twelve or thirteen miles
[19–21km] west Jalalabad. Adinapur, it may be observed
was a modern name itself, so unluckily we cannot detect
what more ancient one it displaced, and so is Balabagh, a
name derived from the royal garden near it, which was
planted by Babur himself. Here we find that the town of
Adinapur which flourished in Babur’s time, and the citadel
of which he describes as being eminently strong, was
subsequently replaced by a new town, called Balabagh,
from the royal garden near which it was built. Babur called
his garden Bagh-i-Wafa (the Garden of Fidelity) it is now
generally known as Balabagh (the Upper Garden). This
great man makes no mention of Jalalabad, and as very
frequently he marched through the province [f. 7] either in
his Indian incursions or on either occasions, it is allowable
to infer that no place of the name then existed. Chahar
Bagh between Balabagh and Jalalabad he mentions or
alludes to, for there also he planted another garden, naming
it Mahtab Bagh (the Moonlight Garden) an appellation yet
known and recognized, and where Jalalabad would, had
there been such a town, have been noticed, he gives the

term of Ater; which has now become entirely obsolete and
forgotten. It may be doubtful whether Ater was exactly on
the site of the present Jalalabad or a little eastward of it, at
all events it was the then usual place of encampment
between Chahar Bagh and Ali Baghan [G41 f. 27; Vol. 1,
Figs 4, 231], the latter being now the first stage from
Jalalabad eastward. Babur gives no intimation as to what
this Ater was, whether a town or merely a convenient space
for encampment, and such a spot might either be found
quite close to the present Jalalabad or a mile or two [1.6–
3.2km] to the eastward of it. We could have wished for more
precise information respecting Ater, because the name is
both ancient and suggestive being what may be styled
Sabian, having reference to fire or to the personifications of
the elements once worshipped by certain races and
blazoned forth on their currencies, amongst which is of
Athro [Athsho] – although possibly Ater may rather mean a
fire temple.
In the histories of the Ghaznavid princes, as Sultan
Mahmud, Mas’ud &co., we should hope to learn something
about the condition of Nangarhar at an earlier period, and
although such sources of information are unavailable to us at
the moment, we trust they will not long continue to be so,
believing that translations are in progress under the auspices
of the Oriental Translation Committee. We indeed regret
the inability of reference to them.
With Babur’s Memoirs for the commencement of the
fifteenth century, the Ghaznavid histories for the ninth and
tenth centuries, and the various Indian and oriental histories
and geographical treatises for incidental notices, one might
expect to derive a tolerable account of Nangarhar for the last
nine hundred or one thousand years. Prior thereto the Arab
writers might supply some useful intimations, and anterior
to them we have the narratives of Chinese pilgrims from the
fourth to the seventh centuries. It cannot be said that there
are not materials for a history of Nangarhar – and if to those
enumerated or hinted at, be added the monuments standing
on its hills and vales, the coins disclosed by its soil, we are
tempted to imagine that the labour would be little more than
a careful collation of authorities and the judicious
comparison of one with the other.
The Chinese pilgrim Xuanzang, who visited Nangarhar
in the seventh century, noticed its position as south-east from
Lan-pho, presumed to be the present Lamghan, ordinarily
called Lughman, although bearing the former appellation in
Babur’s age. The distance is stated to be 100 li, the li being a
Chinese measure. Lamghan or Lughman and Nangarhar
are adjoining provinces therefore the distance may be that
between their capital cities. Xuanzang’s orthography of
Nangarhar is Na-ko-lo-ho, which appears to represent
Nagaraha or Nagraha, and Babur gives two or three
versions of the name as current in his time. It has been
conceived that Jalalabad indicates the site of ancient Nysa,
afterwards called Nagara or Dionysiopolis as Ptolemy
informs us, and under this impression the Chinese term has
been held equivalent to Nagara – this may be questioned as
then the final syllable ‘ho’ would be superfluous, whereas its
presence agrees better with some such word as Nagraha,
more accordant with one of the names, which we learn from
Babur, were applied to the province.

Xuanzang, so far as we yet know of his narrative, the
promised translation of M. Julien being not yet before the
world,2 does not specially mention the name of the chief city,
but he states that east of it was a stupa, three hundred feet
[91.44m] in height or circumference (?) built by the King
Aśoka [c. 269–232 BC] and only three li distant. These data
should perhaps refer rather to a city west of Jalalabad than to
one at or near its site – but there are still difficulties to be got
over, not only because the exact measure of the li used by
Xuanzang remains to be fixed – and that his bearings in
other instances can be proved to be inexact – moreover that
all we know of his Narrative is from the late M. Rémusat’s
‘Itinerary’ [1836] but that we are not quite certain what is
intended by the ‘stupa’ built by King Aśoka. Looking at the
numbers of topes yet standing on the plain of Jalalabad, and
conceding that the word tope or Tup is merely a diminutive
of the ancient ‘Stupa’ can we be confident that Aśoka’s Stupa
was one of these structures? Their examination does not
warrant the conclusion, for their erection in these countries
does not date prior to the epochs of the later Kosala
[Kushan] kings, of [Kujula and Wima] Kadphises [c. AD
40–90; AD 113–27], of Kanerkes [Kanishka c. AD 127–50],
or of the Great Nameless King (Vikramaditya?) [Soter
Megas c. AD 90–113], that is to the one or the other of them
which may claim priority of date. This we assert with
reference to the coins enclosed within them. Those excellent
testimonies attest either that the monuments enclosing them
were contemporaneous with themselves, or that they were
subsequently raised. It is impossible that the structures
exceeded in age the coins deposited in them.
Aśoka flourished in the third century before the Christian
era and above nine hundred years before Xuanzang
travelled. The interval of time was quite long enough for fable
to have usurped the place of fact, and to render uncertain any
attribution to the celebrated King, whose fame having been
so great as to be preserved in the traditions of the country,
would as in other instances, absorb the merit in many cases
due to others. If it were fair to judge, or could we do so free
from the charge of presumption, from our knowledge of the
Jalalabad topes acquired by actual examination, we might
propose that the Groups of Darunta and Chahar Bagh had
been erected long before Xuanzang visited the country. The
Hadda Group, a very multifarious one, comprising structures
even as old as the Darunta Group, may then have been in
progress of filling up, in other words it is the more likely of the
three groups to have been then used as the cemetery of a
great city. This inference if well founded does not however
assist us in the identification of Xuanzang’s city or of Aśoka’s
stupa, nor does it decide whether the stupa, was really a tope,
a mound or mound temple or even a rock vihara or
monastery – and it may have been either or all combined.
Curiously enough the city in Xuanzang’s time was but
the successor of a more ancient one whose site was pointed
2 Julien’s Histoire de la vie de Hiouen-Thsang was only published in 1856,
three years after Masson’s death. However, Julien’s Mémoires sur les
contrées occidentales, was published in 1851, so may have been
available to Masson. He definitely had access to Abel-Rémusat’s
1836 translation of Faxian’s Record of the Buddhist Kingdoms.

British Library – India Office Masson Manuscripts | 17

out. He states that ‘southwest of the (then) town is a stupa of
the ancient city, where Shakya Bodhisattva bought some
flowers for the Buddha Dipankara. There was also another
built by Aśoka’. Thus it appears that there were three stupas
attributed to Aśoka – and that the ancient city was southwest of the then existing one.
A little more than a century (or about 510 AD) before
Xuanzang, two other Chinese Buddhists, Song Yun and
Huisheng travelled in the kingdom of Ou-tchang-na
[Udyana] to the north east of Na-ko-lo-ho [Nagarahara],
but whether or not they extended their journey into the last
named province, I have no means of knowing at the present
time, their narratives having yet to be given to the world.
The details they communicate of religious localities in
Ou-tchang-na are highly curious and valuable [AbelRémussat 1836, pp. 46–50].
A century before these pious travellers, the celebrated
Faxian, also a Chinese Buddhist, visited the countries west
of the Indus and his narratives with learned notes and
illustrations has been made public by the zeal of French
scholars. He had reached the territory of Peshawar, and
thence proceeding westward about seventy two miles
[116km] reached the frontier of the kingdom of Na-Kie. This
name is conceived to apply to the ancient Nagara and the
present Nagrahar or Nangarhar. According to Faxian the
province boasted of many relics of Buddha – his skull, a
tooth, his staff and four days to the west was a garment of the
same venerated personage. This last distance might lead us
to the vicinity of Kabul, for it must be remarked that
Faxian’s distance of 16 Yeou-yan, 22 lieues or French leagues
[88km] bought him only to the frontier of Na-Kie, while
these several objects [f. 8] of Buddhist homage and worship
were near to and around the capital, which had apparently
the same name as the presence. Two miles [3.22km] south of
this chief town was the remarkable illusion, the ‘shadow’ of
Buddha, of which we have before made mention, and close
to it a monastery of seven hundred ecclesiastics with whom
were preserved the cuttings of Buddha’s hair and nails. We
can but suspect this city with its numerous sacred localities
must have been in the actual plain of Jalalabad, and
somewhere between the site of the present town and
Balabagh, but yet we fail in the effort definitely to fix its
position, from the impossibility of determining with
precision the various sacred localities surrounding it.
Another intimation is given by Faxian which might be more
available, if we were sure of the orthography. He states that 3
leagues or 10½ miles [17km] south-east of Na-Kie was the
town of Hi-lo. This town seems regularly to represent Hila
or Hira, could we fancy it by any chance to denote Hida, we
should be prone to connect it with the modern Hadda or
indeed Hida as it may be called. The value of this
recognition, if an admirable one, would be readily shown,
for the distance of ten and a half or eleven miles from Hida
in a north west direction should direct us to the site of
Faxian’s chief city, and applying such distance to the map,
we find that we are brought to the plain of Kotpur near the
present Sultanpur, where also tradition affirms that there
was once a large city, to whose existence moreover such
terms as Kotpur (Fortress City) Wattipur (the Great City,
Pushto) [Vol. 1, Fig. 73] now conferred on localities are
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alleged to testify. Indeed the present principal towns on the
plain of Jalalabad may all be considered as the
representatives of more ancient ones, and it is by no means
improbable that each in turn has enjoyed a pre-eminence.
These towns are Jalalabad, Chahar Bagh, Sultanpur and
Balabagh, not to speak of Hadda, which is in one sense
remote from the plain. All these four localities are
distinguished even now by their claims to religious
consideration both by Muhammadans and Hindus, by their
shrines and ziyarats, and near to all of them are still large
spaces now barren but with their surfaces strewn with
fragments of earthen ware amongst which trinkets and coins
are occasionally discovered. Jalalabad has its Begram, a spot
of this kind, Chahar Bagh, its dasht or plain of Nagarak,
which by the bye is a noticeable name. Sultanpur has its
dasht of Kotpur and Wattipur, and Balabagh has a dasht to
the east of it on which now stands the Ziyarat Sultan Shir
under similar conditions.
Could the notion be duly entertained that near Kotpur
was the city of Na-Kie visited by Faxian, we are not much
advanced in our knowledge of the surrounding localities
mentioned by him. A league or three and half miles [5.6km]
to the south, he says, was the shadow of Buddha and a
monastery or vihara occupied by 700 ecclesiastics. This
statement if correct as to the bearing, precludes the
possibility of looking for shadow or monastery among the
numerous caves found in the rocks confining the Kabul river
to the north, as that river is the boundary of the plain of
Jalalabad to the north throughout its extent, and puts out of
question the claim of Chakanur a spot to which we have
before alluded – and again concluding the bearing to be
correct, where are we to look for this vihara south of any of
the four places we have pointed out?
If Faxian’s city, however, were near to Balabagh, then
indeed there is a locality now called Behar (and anciently
there was doubtless a vihara there as the very name imports),
which lies about three miles [4.8km] to the south [Masson
also identifies ‘Behar’ with Barabad above]. In directing
attention to this fact, we are by no means confident that it
indicates the vihara to which the pilgrim alludes, and with
our present data and the uncertainty attending distances
and bearings the task of verifying his positions is perhaps
hopeless, and we are aware that in pursuing the subject we
are rather starting difficulties than solving them, yet these
difficulties must be grappled with and overcome before we
elicit the truth, and on this account we must be excused for
exposing them to view.
It would have been satisfactory had we found that any of
the viharas mentioned by Faxian could have been identified
with the rock viharas now to be seen in the valley of
Jalalabad either on the course of the Kabul river or on the
Surkh Rud (Red River). We have given a sketch of the
ancient vihara at Basawal [Fig. 13], and we shall give
sketches of the viharas of Darunta, and of that of
Kangkarrak or Adinapur on the Surkh Rud [Fig. 22].
These are by far the most conspicuous of the collections of
rock excavated caves, and we may assume they were also the
most eminent. It does not follow indeed that they were the
most ancient, and it will have been ascertained that they are
not solitary objects, the whole country abounding in caves

which moreover affect suites, as shown by the examples at
Hadda. It may be remarked that the several sacred relics
described by Faxian being preserved for exhibition, could
not have been deposited in topes or stupas, supposing them
identical. They were rather kept in the viharas or chapels as
they may be termed in custody of the priests. His statements
therefore with regards to them, are not decisive of the
character of the topes that is whether they enclose the relics
of Buddha or Buddhist saints or of royal personages. It may
further be noticed that when Faxian visited the present
Jalalabad, all the numerous topes at Darunta must have
been standing, perhaps also, but not so certainly, those of
Chahar Bagh, and it is worthy of attention that the Darunta
topes from the results of their examination have the
strongest claim, if it be not established, to be considered
Buddhist monuments, in proof of which might be adduced
the gold casket found in one of the Bimaran topes,
representing Buddha preaching together with the
inscription on the larger steatite vase enclosing the casket
[Vol. 1, Figs 117–19], in which besides the word ‘śārīra’ or
‘body relics’ as pointed out by M. Burnouf, is the significant
one of ‘Bhagavata’ [‘devotee of the Lord’] often applied to
Shakya Buddha.
It must not be overlooked, especially with reference to the
Tepe Khwaja Lahori and all other similar mounds
distinguished by the cavity at their summits, that while such
objects in miniature sometimes, are found in company with
all topes at Chahar Bagh and with most of them at Hadda
and at other localities whether at Jalalabad or Kabul, they
are not found attached to those of Darunta, the most ancient
of them all. This absence must be deemed significant of
something, and naturally leads to the inference that the
latter topes not requiring the cavity mound temple, were
raised under the auspices of a sect of religionists different
from those of whom the topes requiring such mounds were
constructed. Presuming therefore that the Darunta topes are
Buddhist, the other topes may not be. If still, however, they
are so, the Buddhism under which they were formed must
have been remarkably incorporated with Sabian
ceremonies. All these points and others resulting from them,
must be considered when we attempt to arrive at just
conclusions respecting those curious structures, here it will
be sufficient to allude to them.
In order to facilitate any effort, that those competent to
the task, may make to illustrate the ancient topography of
the Jalalabad province, we think it right to introduce a
Figure 19 Masson 1841, Topes pl. VIIb: ‘Caves of Darunta with Tope
Gudára No. 2’

sketch map, giving its principal features, and showing the
sites of its more eminent antiquities.
Caves of Darunta near Jalalabad

[f. 9] Plates VI & VII represent an important series of caves
at Darunta near Jalalabad, a spot otherwise remarkable for
its numerous topes and all the various features of
antiquarian interest usually accompanying these venerable
monumental structures.
Pl. VI. Ancient caves and tope (Tope Gudara) at Darunta,
Province of Jalalabad

(G41 f. 19; Vol. 1, Fig. 172). Masson 1841, Topes pl. VIIb:
‘Caves of Darunta with Tope Gudára No. 2’ (Fig. 19).
Pl. VII. Ancient caves at Darunta, Province of Jalalabad

(G41 f. 20; Vol. 1, Fig. 181). Masson 1841, Topes pl. VIIa:
‘Caves of Darunta, No. 1 showing the idol niche and the
grand suite of excavated apartments’ (Fig. 20).
It will be seen in Plate VI that a tope (called Tope Gudara
or the ‘Tope beyond the river’) crowns the summit of the rock
in whose scarp some of the caves have been formed, and the
inference might be suggested that the tope and excavations
have a relation to each other. It is very possible but not
certain, for although a tope would require caves, a vihara or
monastery which the suite of caves seems to indicate, might
exist independently of the presence of topes, which its vicinity
reputed in some degree holy might naturally be selected for
the site of these propitiatory monuments.
When we look at the abundance of topes, tumuli, mound
temples and caves strewed over and around the plain of
Jalalabad, we cannot refuse the conviction that the ground
was once esteemed sacred, and the superiority of the vestiges
to be found at Darunta, evidencing a prior antiquity as well
as artistic skill of a higher order point to that place as having
been originally the most sacred of the many sacred localities
around it.
The suite of caves beneath the tope in Plate VI is called
by the people of the country the Fil Khana or Elephant
Stable – owing to the capacious dimensions of the chamber
into which the entrance immediately leads. It is however of
a religious character if we may judge by the domed ceiling
in its centre. In Plate VII the large excavation on the upper
line is not a cave but a recess, as we presume for the
reception of a statue which we also suppose it once
contained. The nine other excavations of the line form, it
Figure 20 Masson 1841, Topes pl. VIIa: ‘Caves of Darunta, No. 1
showing the idol niche and the grand suite of excavated
apartments’
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may be observed, one continuous suite, and constitute what
may be termed the windows of its several apartments. The
entrance is from below and a series of steps conducts to a
spacious gallery from which the apartments or chambers
successively branch off. In all the caves of Darunta there is a
very noticeable absence of ornament; they exhibit no
attempt at any architectural decoration – there is not a sign
of the modest cornice or moulding, or the least appearance
of any painting. In these respects they offer a striking
contrast to the Buddhist temples of Salsette [Island,
Mumbai, e.g. Kanheri caves] and it may be to all other
Indian temples. Yet it must be borne in mind that the
Darunta suites of caves in other respects more than equal
any of the suites at Salsette, for regarded as great labours
they even exceed them, no single suites at Salsette rivalling
them in extent and capacity, while they fall far short of them
in the grandeur and austere simplicity. Besides it may be a
question whether the marked absence of ornament is or is
not intentional, and good reasons might be adduced in
support of the opinion that under the religion to whose
service the cave temples were formed, it was at one time
forbidden to lavish artificial decorations upon them.
Although the two groups of caves delineated in these
plates, may be described as contiguous to each other, it may
be a question whether they are or not independent series,
and as before intimated we cannot pronounce certainly
that both or either of them have any positive connexion
with the tope over them. That they are viharas we can
more positively affirm, and the entire distance between
them and Tope Barabad is occupied by a succession of
caves formed in the rock overhanging and skirting the river
to the north. The tope in question [i.e. Gudara, see Vol. 1,
pp. 134–7] rewarded our examination of its interior with
adequate results in a handsome but plain gold cylindrical
box with its reliquary enclosures, but there were no coins
and no inscription to warrant any conjecture as to its date.
The absence of coins, however, agreeably to a theory we
have formed, would induce the belief that the monument
was raised over the reliques of a saint rather than of a
king.

While disposed to regard these collections of rock caves
as viharas, it will not follow that all viharas were necessarily
rock excavations – they may have existed anywhere, in the
level plain as well as in the scarped rock or mountain side,
and may possibly have been very various in their mode of
construction. Still it is evident as well from what is seen in
Afghanistan as in India, that the excavated vihara was much
prized, and moreover it formed a most agreeable abode,
always commanding a prospect over a fine and extensive
landscape, the only exceptions being in the instances of
certain topes, where the viharas attached to them, if the
caves in such cases are to be deemed viharas, were
constructed in the nearest eminence, and as it might happen
were thereby shut out from the enjoyment of the view
afforded by the scenery around. Even then, steps were hewn
in the eminence by which the occupants of the cells might
gain the summit, and this care for their convenience proves
how much value was attached to so soothing and delightful a
contemplation as that of the beauties of nature lavished upon
a smiling and grateful land.
Pl. VIII. Topographical sketch of Jalalabad

G41 f. 21: Map of Darunta, Chahar Bagh and Hadda (Fig.
21).
Pl. IX. Ancient vihara at Kangkarrak or Adinapur (Fig. 22)

G41 f. 22 [Vol. 1, Fig. 185; G41 f. 29: preliminary drawing
for pl. IX].
[f. 10] This plate represents a well-defined vihara of the
ancient time at Kangkarrak, near the site of the extinct town
of Adinapur, which appears to have been superseded by the
present town of Balabagh. Beneath it in the bed of a broad
ravine flows the Surkh Rud or Red River, and it is not
improbable that the stream once washed the base of the
eminence in which the vihara is excavated.
We have here an instance of a vihara existing without a
tope or topes, there being no such monuments near to it, to
which it can be imagined to have any relation. Like the
viharas of Darunta and Hadda, it has its niche for the
lodgement of a statue or idol, and it will be noticed that the

Figure 21 G41 f. 21: Map of
Darunta, Chahar Bagh and Hadda
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entrances of the several cells or chambers differ in form,
some being square others rectangular.
We have before alluded to Babur’s description of
Adinapur in his time, when it would seem to have been the
provincial capital. Its site is now pointed out on the northern
bank of the Surkh Rud directly opposite to Balabagh, where
indeed there are numerous vestiges of what we are fain to
believe were once ancient places of interment, and amongst
them one of those constructions commonly called by the
inhabitants Killa Kafir, or the ‘Infidel’s Fort’. We look upon
such remains in another light, admitting that their external
guise and aspect almost justify the conclusion to which the
people around arrive respecting them. Here besides a very
great accumulation of parapets built around and along the
tops and skirts of an eminence are some triangular caves and
many tumuli dispersed about.
Babur praises the citadel of Adinapur in terms of more
than ordinary commendation, affirming that there was no
other comparable to it in these countries. With this high
character we can hardly look upon the Killa Kafir of
Adinapur without feeling it could not justly apply to that
structure, even if it had been made to serve as a strong hold,
but unfortunately we have no other remains near to which
we can suspect the eulogium referred.
Moreover, we should be much tempted to question the
accuracy of the current opinion that Adinapur itself stood in
the site to which it is ascribed, viz. on the bank of the river
opposite to Balabagh. But if it still did, notwithstanding the
disadvantage of position and other reasons which might be
alleged the more ancient towns which it displaced or
followed, we are permitted to believe did not, because
tradition here comes in support of actual appearances and of
probabilities referring the site of an ancient city to the east of
Balabagh where is one of those extensive dâks or level spots
with the surface strewed with pottery fragments, certain
indications of man’s presence and labour, which we presume
points to a focus of population in the time of yore. Also, in
the tract eastward of Balabagh some of the present villages
bear names conferred under the belief of their being situated
where larger towns formerly flourished, such as Kotpur,
Wattipur, high sounding designations, implying the City of
the Fort and the Great City, which without explanation, it
would be difficult to understand why they had been
bestowed on villages of pretentions so humble as those
honoured by them.
It may be noticed that Kangkarrak is a term peculiar to
no particular locality, but is used by the Afghans to denote

Figure 22 G41 f. 22: ‘Ancient vihara at Kangkarrak near Balabagh’

ancient remains, or such as they ascribe to Infidels,
speaking, moreover, in a general way. Our vihara may as
correctly perhaps be distinguished as the vihara of
Adinapur, although then we have no clue to its ancient and
original appellation. It is westward of Balabagh as it must
have been of Adinapur wherever the latter town was
situated, and as before intimated is excavated in eminences
overhanging the bed of the Surkh Rud. Not being on the
high road, these guides to its position are necessary, still
there is a road leading by it that conducts to Gundamak, by
which for its assumed saving of distance, as well as for the
sake of variety and observation, we have often travelled.
This road skirts the bed of the Surkh Rud for a considerable
distance.
Pl. X. Ancient caves in the Tepe Maranjan near Kabul (Fig.
23)

G41 f. 23 [Vol. 1, Fig. 44].
[f. 11] It is somewhat remarkable that the vicinity of
Kabul exhibits no assemblages of caves, at all comparable to
those we have represented as near and adjacent to Jalalabad.
This deficiency is the more striking as we are unwilling to
reject the conclusion that Kabul is the representative of an
ancient city of eminence, and when we strive to account for
it, our reflections rather tend to suggest possibilities than to
remove our difficulties in considering the subject.
Are we to understand that eminent as the city indicated by
Kabul may have been, it was yet much exceeded in such
respect by that indicated by Jalalabad, at least during the
period when the viharas, topes and other monuments were
constructed; or are we to imagine that the faith prevalent at
Jalalabad did not extend to Kabul, so far that it may not have

Figure 23 G41 f. 23: ‘Ancient caves in
the Tepe Maranjan near Kabul’
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been recognized by the sovereigns. Upon these hypotheses
and others which might be started, much might be said, but
perhaps it will suffice to point out the fact, that around
Kabul, ancient viharas in the number style and magnificence
as they occur around Jalalabad are not to be found. It must
not however be understood that the neighbourhood of Kabul
is without its caves. They are to be met with in the skirts of its
hills and in its eminences on all sides, and every village and
locality can point to its contiguous cave or caves. They also
accompany the topes of which Kabul can boast three or four
large groups besides solitary and detached members, but no
where do they present the same features of aggregation, and
numbers as at Jalalabad.
The present sketch (Plate X) [Fig. 23] shows the most
compact collection it was our fortune to fall in with, and it is
immediately east of the city, about half a mile [0.8km] distant
from the Bala Hisar or citadel. Common report would even
dissipate the pretentions of these caves to be considered an
ancient vihara, ascribing them to Mullah Omar and Mullah
Payindeh, and assuming that they were excavated by those
good men for the convenience of Kafilas [caravans]. We
believe that two such persons lived, and can even admit that
the one or other of them may have widened and increased the
capacity of certain of the caves for the purpose stated, yet we
cannot relinquish the conceit that there were caves at the spot
before the time of either of the two mullahs.
Immediately to the east of these caves, at the base of the
Tepe Maranjan are many mounds, and that they are ancient
vestiges, was fully proved by the discovery that they covered
chambers or apartments, being in fact a collection of mound
temples and tombs. Parallel whereto, to the south, is the wall
preserved mound temple to which we have alluded when
noticing the great mound temple of Jalalabad, (Tepe Khwaja
Lahori) beyond which in the same direction is the plain of
Begram, with a village retaining that name, and still further
south is the small hill range of Chakri or Koh Shakh
Baranta at the skirts of which are the topes of [Wima]
Kadphises and Kanerki [Kanishka] periods [Kushan, i.e.
c. AD 113–50]. Through the plain of Begram flows the Kabul
river, in which we infer the ancient city indicated by that
descriptive designation was seated, and to such city we
presume the topes, mound temple and possibly these caves
and mounds at Tepe Maranjan may be ascribed,
remembering however that the latter vestiges in no wise rival
the former in antiquity. We observe the term Tepe applied in
Nangarhar to an artificial mound here applied to a natural
eminence or hillock – indeed it seems to be used
indiscriminately to an elevation of whatever kind. The Tepe
Maranjan stretches in its length from west to east. To the
west it overlooks the northern extremity of the Bala Hisar
and the palace, and the city of Kabul. On its south western
point, is a large mound which might have been well deemed
an ancient vestige, but that it has been made by Nadir Shah
[Shah of Persia 1736–47] to serve as a battery, when he
besieged the Bala Hisar. The skirts of this elevation are yet
occupied by various burial grounds – and besides
Muhammadans, the Jews have their place of interment there
and the Hindus their place of cremation.
The Tepe Maranjan extends easterly to a point called
Siah Sang, thence to Deh Ahmed Khan and thence to
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Shinar on its southern line – on its northern face it stretches
to Killa Kak Sefrid near which was the spot selected for the
encampment of the British force during the occupation of
the country, Its various points and features have therefore
become too well known to many who were engaged in that
unhappy affair.
Pl. XI. Ancient structure on the summit of the Koh Takht-i
Shah at Kabul

(G41 f. 24: not illustrated).
[f. 12] Babur in his description of the city of Kabul and its
environs, very naturally makes mention of the Koh Takht-i
Shah. This name imparts the hill or mountain of the King’s
Palace or Throne, and was manifestly conferred in
consequence of some relation between it and a royal palace
at some period or other. What such relation may originally
have been, may not now be ascertained, but it would appear
that popular belief had in process of time accepted the
conclusion that a king’s palace once stood on its summit.
Babur following in this respect the popular and prevalent
belief adds that the remains of the palace were still to be seen
on its summit. Of these remains, and there are no others to
which he could allude, we here give a sketch.
To what purpose this edifice was raised, must now be
matter of conjecture, that it is part and parcel of an ancient
palace we can scarcely admit, and to consider it of a religious
or sepulchral character is somewhat opposed by its plan and
arrangement, the which while peculiar are very different to
anything elsewhere observable in the country. The presence
of caves perforated in its bulk might it is true favour the
notion of a religious character, but there is nothing else to
support it.
The word ‘takht’ is translated by Mr Erskine as ‘palace’
and is very often employed strictly in that sense. Still it is
commonly used to import ‘a throne’ or in fact a seat of any
kind. Now on the western slope of the hill Koh Takht-i Shah,
near the village of Doh Guzar Gah and the tomb of Babur,
on the summit of one of the lower eminences is a structure
built by the Sirdar Jan Nissar Khan that his sovereign Shah
Jeman [1792–1800; brother and successor of Timur Shah,
1768–92)] might enjoy from it the prospect over the luxuriant
valley of Chahar Deh and the surrounding country. This is
called the ‘Takht Sirdar Jan Nissar Khan’. It would here be
obviously improper to translate ‘takht’ by palace, or by
throne or even by seat, for it is neither one or the other of
them, being merely a structure in which the king could,
when it so pleased him, seat himself, and at leisure feast his
vision upon the delightful scenery before it.
There is therefore just a chance that the ‘takht’ of Babur
was not intended by him to signify palace, so much as some
inferior kind of structure, possibly what in Kabul would be
termed a ‘sel jah’ that is ‘a prospect place’ as Sirdar Jan
Nissar Khan’s takht is termed, but the Emperor’s testimony
is good as showing the popular belief respecting the purpose
for which it was built, for which indeed, be it not a
hermitage, it was very well fitted, the prospect from it being
necessarily most extensive, commanding a view of the whole
country around, east, west, north and south. The Plate
represents the edifice as seen from the west, the arched cave
in its front is very regularly formed within, and is of same

extent. The other cave as seen in the Plate is but of small
dimensions, and if I remember rightly is so rudely fashioned
that I doubted whether or not it was part of the original
construction.
A little beneath the structure is the entrance into a cave
opening into the body of the mountain itself. This cave has
not been explored, nor could it be without much labour and
expense. It is one of those to which a marvellous and
incredible length is ascribed. According to vulgar tradition
the infidel king of Kabul escaped by it from the pursuit of
Hazrat Ali, emerging at Fatehabad in the valley of Jalalabad,
where there is another marvellous cave supposed to be the
eastern extremity of this one. The story, I believe, continues
that Hazrat was too nimble for the fugitive infidel, and was
waiting for him at Fatehabad with the terribly keen zulfiqar
[legendary sword] in his hand, but I forgot whether the king
preferred to lose his head or to become a Muhammadan as
no doubt he had the privilege of choice for the Hazrat in all
stories relating to him is portrayed as being most
praiseworthily just and severe only through necessity.
What our structure really was, remains to be decided, the
cave within its bulk may point to a hermitage or religious
edifice (the cave below it, has still more of a religious
character) and its site on a ‘high place’ is very consistent with
a sacred purpose. We must be content with stating what we
know about it, and leave others to judge for themselves. It
was one, of numerous objects, that we had thought of
excavating, but on looking at it, owing to the irregularity of
the plan of elevation, we could not determine upon any
portion of it that might possibly have had a special character,
the centre of which it would have been our purpose to reach,
and such being the case as well as that the expense would
have been great, the operation was deferred from time to
time and ultimately we left it and Kabul together behind us.
It is not improbable, however, that an exploration here might
throw some light upon the purport of the structure or upon
the time of its erection.
The point being so favourable a one for observation of the
surrounding country, we took many compass bearings from
it, and some of them are of places not laid down in our maps,
we therefore place them on record from the bare possibility
that they may be useful.
Compass bearings from Koh Takht-i Shah
Plain of Chahar Deh
Inderki
S 40 W
Lallander
S 44 W
Chehel Dokhtaran
S 32 W
Choki Arghandi
W
Killa Kazi
N 92 W
Mamah Khel
N 84 W
Killa Mir Wais or Waisalabad
N 74 W
Ghow Khaneh
N 78 W
Killa Juanshir
N 81 W
Killa Topchi Bashi
N 78 W
High peak of Maidan hills
S 60 W
Peyhman
N 63 W
Deh Mazzang
N 41 E ?W
Takht Jan Nasir Khan
N 41 W

Plain of Shevaki and Begram
Moghattan
Vazirabad
Bimaru
Killa Valaiti
Shinar
Minar Chakri
Kurd Kabul
Butkhak
Bini Sar
Kalaichi
Bala Hisar Kabul
Deh Sabz
Commencement Shakh Baranta
Termination Shakh Baranta.
Koh Daman
Istalif
Ferzah
Killa Afshar
Shakardara
Ak Serai
Karabagh
By conjecture
Bamiyan
Ghazni
Jalalabad

N1E
N8W
N 13 E
S 57 E
N 72 E
S 55 E
S 74 E
N 86 E
S 81 E
S 87 E
N 32 E
N 52 E
S 20 E
N 88 E

N 17 W
N 24 W
N 37 W
N 35 W
N 22 W ?E
N 22 W ?E
N 83 W
S 53 W
S 80 E

Pl. XII. Khaneh Sunghi or the Stone House in the acclivity
of the Koh Takht-i Shah at Kabul (Fig. 24)

G41 f. 25: ‘Khaneh Sunghi, Koh Takht-i Shah, Kabul’
[Vol. 1, Fig. 39].
[f. 13] In the same hill Koh Takht-i Shah, and on the
acclivity commanding a view of the plain of Chahar Deh, is
the Khaneh Sunghi, the Stone House or abode, which can
very confidently be pronounced an ancient Hermitage. A
view of the exterior is presented in this Plate (XII) [Fig. 24].
Hewn in the rock, the interior apartments are tolerably
spacious, but the passages leading to them, as may be judged
from the entrances are rather narrow and confined. It will
be observed that on either side of the small cleared space in
front of this hermitage, are large blocks of stone, evidently
intended for the good hermit who passed his days in this
retreat to seat himself upon and contemplate the varied
beauties of the landscape before him.
The singularity attending the superior excavations at
Jalalabad and generally in Afghanistan is not here departed
from. No inscriptions can be detected to give the least clue to
the founder or period of foundation.
The remains of past times to be seen in the mountain
Koh Takht-i Shah are not confined to those we have noted
– for like all other hills in the country its skirts are garnished
with numerous vestiges in mounds, caves, and parapet walls.
It may be as well to observe that this hill on the north
confines the present city of Kabul, and on a spur of it, the
Bala Hisar, the Upper Fort or citadel is built. In the same
direction (the north) its base is washed by the stream or river
which flows through the city, and this river only separates it
from another and smaller hill called Koh Assa Mahi – with
which it is connected by an embattled bridge,
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Figure 24 G41 f. 25: ‘Khaneh Sunghi, Koh Takht-i Shah, Kabul’

communicating on either side with a series of fortifications
carried along the ridges of the two hills respectively.
From the north, the hill Koh Takht-i Shah has a south
easterly direction, extending some five miles [8km], the
river of Loghar, a much more considerable one than that of
Kabul winding round its south eastern extremity, and
between it and another range, called Koh Shakh Baranta,
which latter however takes a different direction from west to
east.
On the one face Koh Takht-i Shah overlooks the plain of
Chahar Deh, on the opposite one the plain of Shevaki and
Begram. From its peaks, a view is commanded of the whole
country around. On either face, on the skirts are several
khols or glens, through which small rivulets wind, and all
such spots show many mounds and caves – one of these is
Khol Magamast, to which we have before alluded. There
are besides in various spots at some elevation, springs
gushing from the rock, which the Muhammadans have
profited by to erect their shrines, or rather it may be
presumed that they have adapted to their own faith the
shrines venerated by the prior religionists of the country.
These shrines or ziyarats are distinguished by their groves,
trees sometimes being found in them of rare species, and in
most cases of finer growth than elsewhere. The attendants
upon the shrines also cultivate flowers, and each ziyarat is
famed or mostly so for some special floral variety. The
attractions of the verdant foliage, the gay flowers, the shade,
and the clear and pure water, and not least the fine
atmosphere and delightful scenery, render these ziyarats
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very favourite places of resort and veneration to the
inhabitants around as well as of the city.
On the eastern face there are close to Kabul three very
noted ziyarats, viz of Khwaja Kedari, of the Panja Shah
Merdan and of Jan Baz. At Panja Shah Merdan, is one of
those singular impressions which may be supposed to have
been made upon the rock, when in a plastic state, and
thought to represent a human hand. It is therefore ascribed
to Hazrat Ali and [is] very much respected. On the western
face near the point where the hill approaches Koh Assa
Mahi is the tomb of the emperor Babur, with its marble
masjid and fine garden, a very charming spot, and the more
distant villages of Chahar Deh have on the ascent of the hill
near to them a very agreeable place of resort in the ziyarat.
Immediately overlooking the city on the northern side of
the hill are also numerous ziyarats, vaunting some peculiar
feature or of more or less repute, and all along the skirts of
the hills near the city are sepulchral grounds of the present
inhabitants.
The hill has two peaks, the principal that on which the
Takht-i Shah stands – to the south overlooking the city is the
other, crowned with the Shir Darwazah or Lion Gate, a
portion of the fortifications carried along the ridges.
Between these two peaks, a path leads across and over the
mountain, called the Kotul Khwaja Kedari from its passing
by that ziyarat – and there is another pass that crosses the
hill on the south-eastern side of the peak Takht-i Shah
leading from Killa Valaiti to Inderki and called the Kotul
Inderki.

Figure 25 (left) Masson
1841, Topes pl. IXc:
‘Column or Minar Chakri’
Figure 26 (right) Minar
Chakri Photograph
© P. Baker 1979

Maps, annotated drawings and compass readings of
surveyed stupas and other sites
Kabul sites
Takht-i Shah

Masson 1842, II, pp. 234–5, III, pp. 93–8;
E163 section 11, f. 18 (22) [Masson 1842, II, p. 234 corrects
the measurements given here in yards to feet, which agrees
approximately with Ball and Gardin 1982, no. 1137, p. 266:
c. 11m long, 6m wide, 4m high].
6 June 1833: Went to the summit of Takht-i Shah and took
bearings. The Takht-i Shah or the Royal Throne is an
erection of unknown stones, in length about 34½ yards [sic:
feet/10.52m], in breadth 18 [sic: feet/5.48m], with a height
varying of about 12 feet [3.65m]. On the western face is a
small arched entrance which leads into a small apartment
about 11 feet [3.35m] square with an arched dome after the
manner of the Bamiyan samotches [caves] – and alike them
Figure 27 F64 f. 79 [sketch]: ‘Two topes – above or south of the two
hauzes of stone, east of tope, a tumulus – and west and north-west
two tumuli’

the sides and ceilings were covered with gutch [lime plaster],
now much smoked. Independently of the entrance, there are
seven arched niches, three in the centre of the respective
sides and four at the angles. On top of the takht are two piles
of stones, one circular and the other oblong, the interior
hollow; these are probably modern erections.
Minar Chakri (Figs 25–6)

(F63 f. 14: finished drawing, Vol. 1, Fig. 50). Masson 1841,
Topes pl. IXc: ‘Column or Minar Chakri’ (Fig. 25); Minar
Chakri in 1979 (Fig. 26).
Shevaki (Figs 27–8)

F64 f. 79 [sketch]: ‘Two topes – above or south of the two
hauzes of stone, east of tope, a tumulus – and west and
north-west two tumuli’ (Fig. 27) [F64, f. 78, finished
drawing: ‘Small Topes at Shevaki near Kabul’: Vol. 1, Fig.
45]; Jacquet 1836, pl. 4: Bourdj i takht i minareh siah
Tchekeri bala (Shevaki stupa 1, after Masson) (Fig. 28).
Figure 28 Jacquet 1836, pl. 4: Bourdj i takht i minareh siah Tchekeri
bala (Shevaki stupa 1, after Masson)
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Kamari 2 (Fig. 29)

(F64 f. 80: ‘Tope Kamari near Kabul’ from the east: Vol. 1,
Fig. 58). F64 f. 81: Sketch of Kamari stupa 2 (Fig. 29).
___________________________________________
Darunta and Jalalabad valley sites
Maps (Figs 30–2)

Figure 29 F64 f. 81: Sketch of Kamari stupa 2

WS 1881: Map of the Jalalabad Valley by William Simpson
(1881) (Fig. 30); G41 f. 26: Map of Darunta, west of
Jalalabad. Preliminary drawing for Fig. 21 (G41 f. 21) (Fig.
31); G41 f. 27: Masson’s sketch map of surveys along the
Kunar and Laghman Rivers and south-west to Nimla (Vol.
1, Fig. 4; detail: Vol. 1, Fig. 243) (Fig. 32).

Figure 30 WS 1881: Map of the Jalalabad Valley by William Simpson (1881)

Figure 31 G41 f. 26: Map of Darunta,
west of Jalalabad. Preliminary
drawing for Fig. 21 (G41 f. 21)
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Figure 32 G41 f. 27: Masson’s sketch map
of surveys along the Kunar and Laghman
Rivers and south-west to Nimla

Kotpur 1 (Figs 33–4)

Masson 1841, Topes pl. IIa: ‘Tope No. 1 at Kotpur’ (Fig. 33);
F63 section 1, f. 25 annotated sketch: ‘No. 1 Tope Kotpur
from the west’ (Fig. 34).
This tope was 160 feet [48.77m] in circumference, opened
by M. Martine [Honigberger], a stone box similar to others
was found among the earth in no particular position; this was
accidentally broken by the workmen and the relics if it
contained any were dispersed …the tope is considerable and
substantial … silver box containing red liquid found here.
Distance 5 strings and double knot = 63yds = 189 feet
[57.6m]; circumference 10 strings and to black mark = 53yds
1ft 10in [49m].
No. 2 Ruined Tope Kotpur [Kotpur 2]
S 25
No. 3 Tope corner old castle Kotpur [Kotpur 2]
S 25 W
Kotpur [villiage]					
S 23 E
Ghaz tree Ziyarat [?] Sultan			
S 66 W
No. 4 Tope termination of Siah Koh
N 50 E
No. 5 Other on plain					
N 68 E
Koh Kameh, crest of				
N 77 E
Killa Yar Muhammad				
N 57 E
Koh Roman nou [?], crest of			
N 88½ E
Mar Koh, crest of					
N 107 E
Hous [?] Khanat of Koh behind … snowy height N 32 E
Tope Hadda						
S 40 E
Peak of hill running parallel south of snowy hill
N 28½ E
of Khanu of Laghman
Peak in range behind Laghman Khanu.
N 54½ E
Central peak in Bajaur range		
N 65 E
Peak Siah Koh						
N 27 E
Tope Darunta Barabad [Barabad]
N 67 E
Tepe Khwaja Lahori			
S 57 E
Deh Jallawan						
S 57 E
Tope Samotches [Gudara]			
S 70½ E
Jani Tope [Bimaran 5]				
S2E
Killa Yar Muhammad 				
S5W
Tope Bimaran [Bimaran 3] 		
S 24 E
Chahar Bagh					
S 27 E

Jalalabad 							
S 65 E
Kotpur [village]
Crest of Mar Kot					
N 111 E
Tope between Jallawan and Bimaran
S 14 E
Tope Nukohee						
S 38 E
Tope on road to Chahar Bagh
S9W
Bearings from Burj No. 4
Tope Bimaran [Bimaran 3]		
N 42 E
Tope Buggal [?] Koh Siah			
N 31 E
13 Tope west of Bimaran towards the hill
[Bimaran 2]				
N 35½ E
14 Tope north of Bimaran [Bimaran 4]
N 44 E
No. 5 Tope on plain [Bimaran 5?]
N 75½ E
Tope Bar Robat Gudara
N 69½ E
Ghaz tree Tupper					
N 83 E
Kelan Tupper						
due E
No. 1 Tope Jani Kotpur [Kotpur 1]
S 50 W
No. 3 Tope corner old castle Kotpur [Kotpur 3]
S 37 W
No. 2 Ruins of Tope Kotpur [Kotpur 2]
S 31 W
No. 5								
N 75½ W
No. 6								
N 65 W
No. 7								
N 44 W
No. 8								
N 73 W
No. 9 								
S 50 W
No. 10 Ruined Tope immediately N of No. 9
N 49 E
No. 11 Tope east of latter on plain
N 54 E
Killa Yar Muhammad 			
N 58 E
Bimaran
						
42 E
Deh Wati							
S 56 E
Tatang Kotpur 						
S 7½ E
Chahar Bagh village				
S 59 E
Murkhi Khel						
S16 E
Town [?] Wattipur					
S 18 W
Ghaz Ziyarat [?] Sultan			
S 60 W
Killa Mamadji						
S 39 E
Killa Muhammad Ali 				
N 87 E
also the fort near Ghaz Tupper
__________________________________________
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Figure 33 Masson 1841, Topes pl. IIa: ‘Tope No. 1 at Kotpur’

Figure 34 F63 section
1, f. 25 sketch: ‘No. 1
Tope Kotpur from the
west’

Kotpur 2 (Figs 35–7)

Figure 35 Masson 1841, Topes pl. IIb: ‘Tope No. 2 at Kotpur’

Figure 36 F63 f. 30 Untitled pencil sketch of Kotpur 2

Figure 37 F63
section 1, f. 26:
‘Tope No. 2 Kotpur’
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F63 section 1, f.26 annotated sketch of Kotpur stupa 2
(Fig. 37).
This Tope is less costly in its decorative belt or
circumference than many of the others, neither has the same
care and expense been bestowed on its erection – the arches
are here wanting. 108ft [33m] in circumference. Stone box
extracted by C.M. Expended 17 Rupees [+] Reward 2
[rupees =] Total 19 [rupees]
Tope Bimaran [Bimaran 3]			
N 37 E
Tope Nandara [Nandara 1]			
N 32 E
Tope Jallawan						
N 40 E
Tope Nukohee						
N 30 E
Tope Samotch [Gudara]				
N 61 E
Tope Barabad						
N 77 E
White object on low tupper N of Jalalabad
N 82 E
[?] of hill Darunta					
N 32 E
Killa Muhammad [Killa Yar Muhammad]
N 42 E
Tatang Balla						
S 48 E
Tatang Prien						
N 64 E
Crest Koh Kameh					
N 77 E
Crest Koh Goshter					
N 88 E
Crest Mar Koh						
N 107 E
Wattipur							
S
Tupper Nysa [Tumulus of Surkh Tope]
N 83 E?
Jani Tope [Bimaran 5]				
N 55 E
Tope on road						
N 81 E
Chahar Bagh						
S 78 E
Jalalabad							
S 82 E

Figure 38 Masson 1841, Topes pl. IIe: ‘Tope No. 3 at Kotpur’

___________________________________________
Kotpur 3 (Fig. 38)
Passani tumulus 6 (Figs 39, 46)
Bimaran (Figs 40–4, 46)

___________________________________________

Figure 39 F63 section 2, f. 18: Untitled view of Passani tumulus 6 and the Darunta plain from the north-west

Figure 40 Masson 1841, Topes pl. IIh: ‘Tope No. 1 at Bimaran’

Figure 41 Masson 1841, Topes pl. IIIb: ‘Tope No. 2 at Bimaran’
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Figure 42 Masson 1841, Topes pl. IIIc: ‘Tope No. 3 at Bimaran’

Figure 43 Masson 1841, Topes pl. IIIe: ‘Tope No. 5 at Bimaran or Jani
Tope’

Figure 44 F63 ff. 31–4: Comparative sizes of Bimaran stupas 2, 3 and 5 (Vol. 1, Figs 114, 120–1, 132). Diam. 12.22m, 13.97m, 14.84m respectively

Tumuli of Surkh Tope, Passani and Bimaran (Fig. 46)

E164 f. 150a: 5th May, Killa Naib Yar Muhammad,
Darunta (Fig. 46).
From Killa Naib started out and went about 300 paces to
Killa Abdullah, thence to Killa Nur Khan 700 paces, thence
to Doh Wulli (two villages) about 1000 paces, thence to
Banda Malik Ahmed of Tatang about 1200 paces, thence to
Tope no. 2 of Kotpur 600 paces – from the Tope returned
crossing the ravine and passing the water mill came to the
Topes and Tumuli of Passani, thence to village and Tope of
Bimaran – surveyed the tumuli, drank buttermilk and then
went to the Surkh Tope and its tumuli – here my young man
Hassan found a copper coin, a very pleasant occurrence – as
the symbol (–) sham proves it Nysian.
__________________________________________

Figure 45 Masson 1841, Topes pl. IIIh: ‘Surkh or Red Tope’

Surkh Tope (Figs 45–6)

Tumuli of Surkh Tope
1. Large dagope – unopened
2. Large dagope
3. Small tupper
4. Small tupper
5. Small tupper
Tumuli of Passani – 14
1. On being opened produced human bones and a large
stone.
2. A human skull and ulg [steatite] box of relics.
3. A funeral jar with ashes.
4. Nothing although of promising appearance and solid
construction.
5. [No. 6 in Masson 1841] Unopened – large dagope.
6. [No. 5 in Masson 1841] Opened a few coins at summit and
gumbaz in centre; no evident deposit, large dagope.
7. In the centre a large stone enveloped in plain tooz leaves;
beneath it an apartment filled with ashes and human bones;
large dagope.
8. Yielded nothing; small tupper.
9. A small tupper opened some years since to make a grave
for a Mohammedan figure. A funeral jar and ashes with a
few copper coins were found.
11, 12, 13, 14 – small tuppers unopened.
Tumuli of Bimaran – 12 tuppers
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Figure 46 E164 f. 150a: Maps of the tumuli of Surkh Tope, Passani and Bimaran

___________________________________________
Nandara 1 and 2 (Fig. 47)

Nandara stupa 1 was visited by Moorcroft and Trebeck on 8
June 1824:
Trebeck 1834, p. 574:
[The stupa] was in a more perfect state than any of the rest
in the same vicinity, but varied little from them either in
style or figure. It was built upon a square structure, which
was ornamented by pilasters with simple basements; but
with rather curious capitals ... and the whole supported two
slabs, of which the lower was smaller than the upper one.
The most curious circumstance in this ornamental work
was, that though it had considerable effect, it was

Figure 47 Masson 1841, Topes pl. IVa: ‘Topes 1 and 2 Nandara’,
showing the excavation tunnel made by Honigberger into the
basement of stupa 1 and tunnel by Masson into stupa 2
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Figure 48 Masson 1841, Topes pl. IVe: ‘Tope Barabad with its
tumulus’

Figure 49 Masson 1841, Topes pl. IVb: ‘Tope Gudara’

constructed of small pieces of thin slate. … A flight of steps
had formerly led up the southern side of this platform, but
nothing remained of them except a projecting heap of ruins.
On the centre of the platform was the [stupa dome], the sides
of which had been erected on a perpendicular to half its
present height. This lower portion of it was headed by a
cornice, and was greater in diameter than the upper part of
the structure, its top forming a sort of shelf round the base of
the latter. Its centre was marked by a semi-circular
moulding, and the space between the moulding and the
cornice was ornamented by a band of superficial niches, like
false windows, in miniature, arched to a point at the top, and
only separated by the imitation of a pillar formed as before
noticed of slate. The upper part of the [dome] was a little
curved inwards, or conical above, but a great deal of its top
had fallen off. The effect given to its exterior by a disposition
of material was rather curious. From a distance it seemed
checked a good deal like a chess-board – an appearance
occasioned by moderately large-sized pieces of quartz, or
stone of a whitish colour, being imbedded in rows at regular
distances in the thin brown slate.
___________________________________________

Killa Sabzabad 					
S 32½ E
Killa Naib Yar Muhammad 			
S 76 W
Tatang								
S 61 W
Chaharbagh of Balabagh [Chahar Deh]
S 60 W
Aman Koh							
S 69 W
Nuzzerabad							
S 57½ W
Zillumabad castle Baikal Killa		
S 13 W
Bagh Mah.tal and Killa Sheer Dill
S 14 W
Killa Suwatti Baikut Killa on the road
between Killa Bajher and Bagh Mirab
S 20 W
Nugruk – small Tajik village with 3 or 4 dokans
due S
Killa Buktan – small village east of Nugruk
2 furlongs or about – 			
S 12 E
Killa Shahghazzi – N. of high road [from]
Chahar Bagh to Jalalabad		
S 27 E
Ziranni – small village N. of high road
S 30 E
Deh Balla small village E. of Ziranni
S 40 E
Ali Khel small village near Ghundi Lahori		
S 43 E
Killa Meer Huttee – 1 furlong or 2 from
Ghundi Lahori [Tepe Khwaja Lahori]
S 60 E
Tatang of Umar Khel 				
S 56 W
Deh Ballah – small village
¼ mile east of Killa Momahjee
S 38 W
Nuzzerabad							
S 80 W
Jallawan							
S 88 W
Tung Darunta						
N 39 W
Killa Umar Khel 					
N 59 W
__________________________________________

Barabad (Fig. 48)

___________________________________________
Gudara (Figs 49–50)

See also Figs 19–20 above.
F63 section 1, f. 23v: Bearings from Tope Gudara
Tope Nandara [Nandara 1] 			
NW 74
Tope Nukshi or Surk [Surkh Tope]
NW 78
Tope Deh Rahman [Deh Rahman 1]
NW 77
Tope Bimaran [Bimaran 3] 			
NW 78 SW 78?
Tope Jani [Bimaran 5] 				
NW 66 SW 66?
Tope Khamti [Bimaran 2?] 			
NW 65 SW 65?
Tope Martine Passani [Passani 2]
S 75 W
Tope Khwar Passani [Passani 1; in pencil]
S 73 W
Tope between Chahar Bagh [and]
SW 31°
Sultanpur Pahin [in pencil]
Chahar Bagh 						
due S
Jalalabad							
N 111
Ghundi Lahori [Tepe Khwaja Lahori]
N 138 E
Ahinposh							
N 128 E
Tope Hiddah [Hadda]				
S 38 E
Large Tope on calcareous hill S. of Chahar Bagh
Crest Koh Kameh					
N 38 E
Sung Selak							
N 23 E
Tupper Balchar Jalalabad			
N 117 E
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E164 f. 132: Bearings from Tope Abbie [Deh Rahman 1]
Bimaran [Bimaran 3]					
SW 50
Ghaz tupper 						
SE 49
Son Soter Megas [Bimaran 4]			
SW 57
Small tope Passani [Passani 1?]		
SW 60
Kelan Tupper Passani [Passani 2?]
SW 63
Jani Tope [Bimaran 5] 				
S
Tupper Muhammad Ali		
SE 44
Slate tupper Darunta			
SE 48
Tupper Lahori [Tepe Khwaja Lahori]
NE 112
Tope Barabad 						
NE 98
Tope Gudara 						
E about 2000 paces
Jalalabad 							
NE 106
Chahar Bagh 						
SE 33
Tope Umar Khel [Deh Rahman 2]
NE 35
Killa Kaffir Darunta 				
NE 35
Tope Nandara [Nandara 1]			
NE 21
Surkh Tope							
NW 83

Figure 50 F63 section 1, f. 23v: Tope Gudara over the large cave temples Darunta

___________________________________________
Sultanpur (Fig. 51)
Tepe Ashrak (Fig. 52)

___________________________________________
Tepe Khwaja Lahori (Fig. 53)

See also Fig. 18 above.
F63 f. 49: Tupper Khwaja Lahori as called near
Jalalabad. This is a huge tumulus of about 760 yards [695m]
in circumference at the base. It stands near the site Begram,
most probably that of the Nysea or Dionysipolis of Ptolemy.
There are around it various parapets of masonry, which,
from the chequered arrangement of the stone and the caves
also to be found, leave no doubt of its being a sephulcral
monument, if proof thereof were not afforded by the funeral
jars, coins, trinkets and other articles found on its surface –
adjacent is moreover a sepulchral tumulus as seen and
contiguous to it are many others; indeed its entire
neighbourhood is covered with mounds.
________________________________________

Figure 51 Masson 1841, Topes pl. IVf: ‘Tope at Sultanpur’

Figure 52 Masson 1841, Topes pl. VIIc: ‘Tumulus or Tepe Ashrak, with
Burj Jemandar’

Figure 53 F63 f. 49 ‘Tupper
Khwaja Lahori as called
near Jalalabad’
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Figure 54 E164 f. 109: Plan of Ahinposh

Ahinposh (Fig. 54)

Bearings from Tupper Ahinposh
Killa Jalal Khan Baberi			
Tope Nandara [Nandara 1]			
Killa Urbâb 						
Shar Jalalabad						
Koh Butcher (small)					
Koh Butcher (large)					
Hadda village						

N 30 W – 4000 paces
N 60 W
N 20 W
N 10 E to N 30 E
N
N5E
S 22 E

Simpson 1879–80, pp. 48–9, pls II–III.1. See also Vol. I,
Fig. 185.1–2, 4–8.
I began a tunnel … so as to penetrate to the centre of the
Tope. … [The interior structure was] all water-worn
boulders, the largest being a couple of feet in size; embedded
in mud, the whole formed a compact mass so firm that no

supports were necessary while making the tunnel. The
boulders were to a certain extent built in layers. … I
determined on … making the original surface of the ground
the floor of my tunnel. This turned out to be a fortunate
plan, for it led me direct on the central cell, which had been
constructed on this level. … There was no variety in the
manner of building, and when at last it was reported that
some slabs were visible I knew it was the cell which had been
come upon … the stones were removed on each side and
beyond the slates; and it was only after the space was cleared
out, and the part containing the cell could be seen all round,
that I began to open it. It formed an oblong heap, quite rude
externally, about 4 feet [1.21m] long and about 3 feet [0.91m]
wide. On the top was a large slate extending nearly to these
dimensions, and about 1 inch [2.5cm] thick … embedded in
mud, with another slate slightly larger in size under it. On
raising this last the cell was disclosed; it was a cube of 16
inches [40.6cm], formed of small slates about 6 inches
[15.2cm] long and half an inch [1.2cm] thick, and their edge,
which formed the surface of the cell, were smoothly
trimmed, but not polished. … The bottom was formed of
another large slab. … [The cell contained] about two
handfuls of dark brown dust, which I presume were the
ashes … a golden reliquary [and] gold coins.
___________________________________________
Chahar Bagh Stupas
Map (Fig. 55)

In a subsequent map ‘No. 5’ becomes ‘No. 6’ and the stupa
here annotated as 6 is not given a number (Vol. 1, Fig. 193).

Figure 55 F63 section 2, f. 54v: Detail of untitled
map of 10 stupas at Chahar Bagh, showing
Masson’s initial numbering system

Figure 56 Masson 1841, Topes pl. VIIe: ‘Tope No. 1
at Chahar Bagh’
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In Ariana Antiqua (Masson 1841, Topes pl. I ; Vol. 1, Fig.
19), none of the so-called ‘tumuli’ are numbered and the
numbering of the six stupas is reversed as follows:
MSS 1 = Chahar Bagh 6
MSS 2 = Chahar Bagh 5
MSS 7 = Chahar Bagh 4
MSS 8 = Chahar Bagh 3 (not marked on this map)
MSS 6 = Chahar Bagh 2
MSS 9 = Chahar Bagh 1
Chahar Bagh 1 (Fig. 56)

Chahar Bagh 2 (Figs 57–8)

F63 section 2, f. 54.

This tope has a hous [hauz] to the south. I opened it from the
east at the extremity of the base of the actual tope: on arrival at
the centre found a mass of earth, from this sank a shaft to the
bottom of the basement but found nothing.

‘Tope No. 5’ of the original pencilled caption is just
visible. The notes bottom left give the compass readings for
10 Chahar Bagh stupas and inter alia Sultanpur, Nandara,
Barabad, Kotpur and Deh Rahman (Fig. 57).

F63 section 2, f. 54: Chahar Bagh compass readings.
From Tope no. 7
N 60½ E Tope no. 1
N 62½ E Tope no. 2
N 67 E
Tope no. 3
N 65 E
Two tumuli
N 62 E
Tope no. 4
N 84 E
Tope no. 6
–
Tope no. 7
N 97 W
Tope no. 8
N 51 W
Tope no. 9
N 36 W
Tope no. 10

From Tope no. 5
N 62 E
1 mile [1.609m]
N 60 E
not quite as much
N 73 E
2 furlongs [402m]
N 80 E
150 yards [137m]
N 72 E
300 yards [274m]
N 99 E
2 furlongs [402m]
S 43 W
400 paces [122m]
S 60 W
900 paces [274m]
S 80 W
¼ mile [402m]
N 111 W

has hauz
has hauz
has hauz

extract obtained
extracted
unopened

has hauz
has hauz
has hauz
opened
opened
unopened

unopened
unopened
extracted
no result
no result

From Tope no. 8
[CB6]
N 62 E
[CB5]

N 83 E
N 27 W

[CB2]
[CB4]
[CB3]
[CB1]

Figure 57 F63 section 2, f. 54: ‘Tope No. 6 at 80 paces from east’ (Chahar Bagh 2)

Figure 58 Masson 1841, Topes pl. VIa: ‘Tope No. 4
[sic: no. 2] of Chahar Bagh’ (see above)
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Figure 59 F63 section 2, f. 55: ‘Tope No. 7
[Chahar Bagh 4] at 80 paces from the east’

Chahar Bagh 4 (Fig. 59)

Has a hous [hauz] to the south. From this Tope was
extracted a stone box with 18 copper coins: 6 of Kanerkos
[Kanishka] and 12 of – [blank; elsewhere ‘Indo-Scythic’, i.e.
Kushan] … Circumference 156 spans [35.57m]’.
Inset section drawing; ‘No. 7 – Tope Borok [?] Kanerkay’
(Kanishka).
Chahar Bagh 6 (Fig. 60)

No. 1 Killa Khel Ali 					
No. 2 ditto 						
Tope No. 9 Chahar Bagh [Chahar Bagh 1]
Village Chahar Bagh				
Tope Samotch [Gudara] 			
Tope Barabad			 			
Tope Nandara [Nandara 1] 			
Tope No. 2 Hassan [Chahar Bagh 5]
Tope Sultanpur 					
Ahinposh							
Village Sultanpur 					
Sung Selak 							
Crest Koh Kameh 					
Koh Goshter 						
Large Tupper – 1500 paces?			

N 29 W
N 51 W
S 70½ W
N 70 W
N 27 W
N6E
N 40 W
S 73 W
S 84 W
S 83 E
S 85 W
S 87 E
S 114 E
S 97 E
S2W

Hadda sites
Map (Figs 61–2)

White Tupper 						
[Hadda 8]
Tope 1 Pier						
Hadda 9 / Tepe Kafariha]
Tope Walli Muhammad.		
[Hadda 12 / Gar Nao]
Tope Hammardin 					
[Hadda 13 / Bagh Gai]
Large mound of earth: [Tepe Shotor]
Map (Fig. 63)

Tope 1 Pier						
[Hadda 9 / Tepe Kafariha]
Tope Dag							
[Tepe Kelan]
Tupper S 14 W						
[Tumulus no. 7]
Ghundi Kabul / Hadda 1–7 (Figs 64–6)
‘Tope Traillé’/ Hadda 13 (Fig. 66)

F63 section 2, f. 22: Zirgarrah [Tepe Zargaran] near
Hadda. N 85 W – 2000 paces. At 1000 paces tupper and
commencement of small poste opposite north of Ghundi
Kabul; from Zirgarrah tupper no. – to tupper at the other
extremity of small poste 750 paces; from the tupper to large
earthy white tupper [Tepe Safid] 300 paces and thence to
tupper Momand (pice and Boot Khanu) [Hadda 8] 260
paces’.

Figure 60 F63 section 2, f. 52: ‘Tope no. 1 Hassan [Chahar Bagh 6] at 100 paces from the east’
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Figure 61 E164 f. 87:
Sketch map of
Hadda (edited)

Figure 62 (left) Masson 1841, Topes pl. I: Map of Hadda
Figure 63 (below) F63 f. 62v: Sketch map of Hadda
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Figure 64 Masson 1841, Topes pl. VIh: ‘Group of topes and Ghundi
Kabul from the south’

Figure 65 Masson 1841, Topes pl. VIg: ‘Group of seven topes and
Ghundi Kabul from the north’

Figure 66 F63 section 2, f. 22: ‘Tope Traillé’
[Hadda 13] and ‘Goondi Kabul [Ghundi Kabul]
at Hiddah’

The two sketches (Fig. 66) are not associated with the
text or with each other. Fig. 71 (F63 section 2, f. 59) locates
Tope Traillé S 44º W of ‘Tope 1 pier of Hadda’ (Hadda 9 /
Tepe Kafariha), thereby identifying the site with Hadda 13 /
Bagh Gai. The sites on Ghundi Kabul (Hadda 3–5) are given
co-ordinates placing them to the north-west of Hadda 9.

nothing was found. This tupper had layers of pounded,
black slate stone, inserted throughout its extent, and is
situated in an enclosure marked by mounds of earth. 30 feet
[9.14m] north of it was a small tumulus, which [on being]
opened accidentally some 3 or 4 years since, proved [to be] a
budh khana [idol house].

Hadda 8 (Figs 67–9)

Tope Kelan [Hadda 10] from
Tupper Momand Pier [Hadda 8] & Boot Khanu
N 75 E
Tupper unnoticed 					
S 70 E – 600 paces
Tupper on opposite side of ravine
S 55 E – 350 paces

28 April 1835. Tupper Hadda from the north at 50 feet
[15.24m]. This was opened by me. A few copper pice near the
top were extracted, but [although I] continued to the base,

Figure 67 E164 f. 123: ‘Tupper Hadda from the north’ i.e. ‘Tope Momand’ (Hadda 8). To left: sketch and plan of ‘budh khana’ (‘Tupper Momand’ /
Hadda 8a)
Figure 68 E164 f. 124: ‘White Tupper’ / ‘Tupper Sifaid’ [Tepe Safid]
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Figure 69 F63 section 2, f. 67: Pilaster fragments from Hadda (Tupper
Momand / Hadda 8a?). See also Vol. 1, Fig. 268

Figure 70 Masson 1841, Topes pl. VIIIb: ‘Tope no. 9 at
Hadda’

Figure 71 F63 section 2, f. 59: ‘Tope 1 pier of Hadda
[Hadda 9 / Tepe Kafariha] at 50 paces from the west
north’

Hadda 9 (Figs 70–1)

Bearings [from Hadda 9]:
Tope Kelan [Hadda 10] 				
Tope Nysian [Hadda 3] 				
Tope Chiragh [Hadda 5]			
Tope Walli Muhammad [Hadda 12]
Tope Traille [Hadda 13]				
Tupper Gulab [Khazana Tepe]		
No. 7 Tupper adjoining 			

N 49 E
N 59 W
N 61 W
S 47 W
S 44 W
S 68 E
S 14 W – 70 paces

From Tupper no. 7:
Tupper Gulab, at 250 paces a ravine S 80 E – 320 paces
Tope Hadda War [Hadda 4]
N 60 W
Hadda 10 (Figs 72–4)
Hadda 11 (Fig. 75)

Figure 72 Masson 1841, Topes pl. VIIIc: ‘Tope No. 10 at Hadda’

Figure 74 F63 section 2, f. 63: ‘Copper vessel extracted from principal
Tope of Hadda’ (Hadda 10)

Figure 73 F63 section 2, f. 62: ‘Large Tope of Hadda from the east at
50 feet [15.24m]; 300 paces west of village; bearings to Boot khanu
north 620’
Figure 75 Masson 1841, Topes pl VIIId: ‘Tope no. 11 at Hadda’ with
Hadda village in the distance
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Figure 76 F63 section 2, f. 58: ‘Tope Walli Muhammad’ (Hadda 12)

Hadda 12 (Figs 76–7)

In perforating to the centre of this Tope, a copper gilt lamp
was found in an apartment. On reaching the centre, nothing
was found but a large oval stone on which were a few
fragments of bones. The stone [in] falling from its position,
almost killed greatly endangered my servant Hassan.

Figure 77 Masson 1841, Topes pl. VIIIa: ‘Tope No. 8 at Hadda’ (sic:
No. 12)

Compass readings from an unspecified vantage point:
[No.] 4 Tope Nyscean [Hadda 4]
N 30 W – 106 feet
Tope [No.] 5 [Hadda 5]				
N 53 W – 120 feet
Tope No. 3 [Hadda 3]				
N – 100 feet
[Tope No.] 2 [Hadda 2]				
N 15 E – 110 feet
Tupper excavated					
S 18 W – 150 feet
Small tope Momand [Hadda 8]
S 45 W – 160 feet
Tope No. 7 [Hadda 7]				
S 75 W – 210 feet
Tope No. 6 [Hadda 6]				
S 81 W – 200 feet
Tope Walli Muhammad [Hadda 12]
S 24 W
Tope Traille [Hadda 13]				
S 33 W
The sketch map E164 f. 87 (Fig. 61) locates Tope Walli
Muhammad’ in the same position as Hadda 12 in Ariana
Antiqua (Masson 1841, Topes pl. I: Fig. 62).

Figure 78 E164 f. 119: ‘Tope of Hadda [13] – in the centre
were human bones. Taken from the S.W. at 50 feet [15.2m]’
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Hadda 13 (Figs 78–9)

E164 f. 119: Misidentified in pencil: ‘Tope Walli
Muhammad’, but identified in Masson 1841, Topes pl. VIIIf
as Hadda 13.
[Dated] 26 April 1835: Morning slightly cloudy – became
clear and fine throughout the rest of the day – the night very cool.
2 Indo-Scythic [Kushan] coins from Hindu – 6 pice.
Tepe Kelan (Figs 80–1)

F64 f. 74: This tupper was opened from the north – after 13
days later, was abandoned on account of the disturbed state
of the country. On visiting Hadda in April 1835, found it had
been continued by someone, no one knew who, and that a
gumbaz had been discovered in the centre. The reliquaries
which most likely it enclosed had been extracted. I found a
few corroded copper coins adhering to a stone and a
fragment of a thin slab.
Bearings from the Tupper [to]
Tope Kelan					
N 12 W – 380 paces
from Boot Khanu [Hadda 8a] to
Tope Kelan 				
S 75 W – 620 paces
Kazannah Tupper				
S 50 E – 300 paces
___________________________________________

Figure 79 Masson 1841, Topes pl. VIIIf: ‘Tope no. 13 at Hadda’

Figure 80 Masson 1841, Topes pl. VIIIg: ‘Tumulus or Tappa Kelan at
Hadda’

Figure 81 F64 f. 74: Tupper of Hadda’ (Tepe Kelan)

Hadda funeral jars (Figs 82–5)

Figure 82 Masson 1841, Topes pl. IXf: ‘Funeral jars
exhumed at Hadda’

Figure 83 (left) E164 f. 111: Jar no. 1,
dated 22 April 1835, with unnumbered jar
shoulder and collar
Figure 84 (centre) E164 f. 110: Jar no. 2,
dated 22 April 1835
Figure 85 (right) E164 f. 113: Jar no. 3,
dated 23 April 1835
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Documentation of relic deposits (Figs 86–8)

Fig. 86 F526/1b f. 1: Sketches of the relic deposits from the
Darunta sites excavated in June–July 1834. Finds from
Kotpur 2, Bimaran 2, Gudara, Deh Rahman 1 and Passani
tumulus 2.
Kotpur 2. ‘Tope dasht Kotpur – ten pice, stone box,
small silver box, 2 thin gold ornaments, 1 gold [bead], small
silver coin’.
Bimaran 2: ‘Gold Box, large stone box with inscription,
1 gold small seal, 30 gold ornaments, sundry beads of coral
&c. pearls &c., ten [cruciform inlays] of this size, 18 neelums
[nilam, i.e. sapphire] & crystals, 4 copper coins.
Deh Rahman 1: ‘Tope Abbie – containing fragments of
small silver box and sundry small copper coins’.
Gudara: ‘Tope Samotch [cave] Gudara – silver box,
gold box containing reddish coloured earth, 2 or 3 beads and
fragment of mother [of ] pearl shell’.
Passani tumulus 2: ‘Rashuk near Tope Faiture – large
stone box, 6 copper coins, 4 small gold boxes, 2 small silver
boxes one without cover, 12 crystal beads & sundry burnt
coral beads &c., one or two globular gold beads, gold
ornament, ornament of stone’.
Fig. 87 F526/1b f. 2: Sketches of the relic deposits from
the Darunta and Chahar Bagh sites excavated in June–
August 1834. Finds from Bimaran 5 and 4, Passani tumulus
5, Nandara 1, Sultanpur, Chahar Bagh 5, 6 and 4.

Bimaran 5. ‘Jani Tope. Small stone box – the cover
broken – one small gold bead and one of coral burnt – with
16 copper coins. 16 coins found by self, 31 coins Akhund, 15
coins Mullah Abd-ul-rahim, 6 coins blacksmith, [Total] 68.
One of 30 coins Mullah Akhund Darunta ΦΟΛΟΛ.
Bimaran 4: ‘fragments of silver box which contained
ashes, figure of cow – green stone, Six copper coins 2 large 4
small – CΙΛΕШΝ CШΤΗΡ Σ BAC [the Σ appears as an M
on its side], BAΣIΛEVΣ BAΣIΛEШN CШTHP ΜΕΓΑΣ,
17 beads of carnelian, sung sulaimani [agate] &c., sundry
beads &c. of burnt coral &c.
Passani 5: ‘Rashuk – 15 pice and fragments of copper,
also small marble, 1 Nysean Ceres & horseman’ (Mujatria
coin).
Nandara 1: ‘Fragments of tooz leaf – impress of seal on
clay – iron head of hatchet’.
Sultanpur: ‘Stone box with detached portions –
contained nothing’.
Chahar Bagh 5: ‘Yielded stone box enclosing
fragments of silver one, 1 pice of Kadphises, the tooth of
some animal (camel?) and fragments of bones’.
Chahar Bagh 6: ‘Small stone box enclosing small
oblong golden one’.
Chahar Bagh 4: ‘Stone box enclosing minute golden
box without cover and 28 copper coins Indo-Scythic’
(Kushan).

Figure 86 F526/1b f. 1: Sketches of the relic
deposits from Kotpur 2, Bimaran 2, Gudara, Deh
Rahman 1 and Passani tumulus 2
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Figure 87 F526/1b f. 2: Sketches of the
relic deposits from Bimaran 5 and 4,
Passani tumulus 5, Nandara 1,
Sultanpur, Chahar Bagh 5, 6 and 4

Figure 88 F526/1b f. 3: Sketches of the
relic deposits from the Hadda sites
1–4, 11
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Fig. 88 F526/1b f. 3: Sketches of the relic deposits from
the Hadda sites excavated in June–July 1834.
Hadda 1: ‘Small stone box containing small silver one –
twist of tuz leaf’ (not illustrated).
Hadda 2: ‘Fragments of box of painted bark of tree with
pear shaped bead – with 27 pice of King Kadphis[es]’.
Hadda 3: ‘Fragments of large stone box cont[aine]d – in
small silver box reduced to fragments. 3 stone beads two
crystal, one emeraldine hue, 1 small shell and fragment of
large, 1 fragment green stone, 2 small white substances. One
other small silver box cont[aine]d (the cover injured) –
minute golden one, small ornament of gold, one pale ruby,
Figure 89 Relic deposit labels for Darunta and Chahar Bagh
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one bead of zanar, two seeds one probably pancerbunde –
with 16 pice – 2 Ceres/horseman [Mujatria in the name of
Azes], the others of Hermaeus of Nysa Jani Tope [Bimaran
5: Kujula Kadphises], 1 of Hermaeus, 1 of Unadpherros
[Gondophares]’.
Hadda 4: ‘Hadda Walli. Small golden box, ruby set in
gold – crystal bead – golden ornament bead – one seed.
Fragments of bone box – lumps of sindur [red lead]; with 5
pice – 1 of [Wima] Kadphis[es], the others of successors of
Kanerkos [Kanishka]. Small gold box contained incinerated
substance’.
Hadda 11: ‘7 animal teeth (camels?)’.

Masson’s original labels identifying the packaged relic
deposit finds sent from Kabul 11 December 1834

(E161/VII ff. 2, 5, 9–10, 16–18 below)

BM-Asia Masson tickets (Figs 89–91)

Fig. 89.1. Kotpur 2 (E161/VII f. 17):
Silver box the lid broken in fragments – 2 circular ornaments
and one bead of gold with 10 copper coins – impress of seal
on clay – and small silver coin.
Fig. 89.2–3. Passani tumulus 2 (E161/VII f. 18):
12 beads of crystal & sundry of burnt coral.
4 small gold boxes.
Fig. 89.4–5. Passani tumulus 5 (E161/VII f. 17):
Relics of large Tumulus Darunta.
15 coins and fragments of copper found near the summit of
[a] Rashuk or Tumulus at Darunta.
Fig. 89.6. Nandara 1 (E161/VII f. 16):
Fragments of tuz leaf. Tope Nandara.
Fig. 89.7. Deh Rahman 1 (E161/VII f. 16):
Relics from Tope near Deh Rahman of Darunta [in pencil
in another hand: ‘42 Pieces’.
Fig. 89.8. Gudara (E161/VII f. 17):
Silver box containing golden one which contains two or
three beads and fragment mother pearl shell among some
reddish coloured powder.
Fig. 89.9. Chahar Bagh 5 (E161/VII f. 18):
Stone box enclosing fragments of small silver box, one
copper coin of Kadphises – tooth of an animal (camel?) and
fragments of human bones. Tope Chaharbag[h].
Fig. 90.1. Bimaran 2:
This box contains golden casket without cover, set with rubies
at top and bottom, and adorned with sculptures – 1 small seal
– 30 small golden ornaments, sundry beads of coral burnt,
pearls &c. 18 beads of sapphire and crystal – with two small
ornaments of stone – with four copper coins.
Fig. 90.2–3. Bimaran 4:
Fragments of silver box.
Sundry beads &c. of burnt coral 7c.
Fig. 90.4–5. Bimaran 5:
[one small gold bead an]d one of burnt coral.
6 coins extracted from Jani Tope of Darunta by a blacksmith
and purchased from him.

Figure 90 Relic deposit labels for Bimaran (E161/VII f. 16)
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Fig. 91.1. Hadda 1:
Small stone box containing small silver one – twist of tuz
leaf. Tope Hadda.
Fig. 91.2. Hadda 2:
Fragments of box of painted bark of tree with one pear
shaped bead.
Fig. 91.3–4. Hadda 3:
3. Fragments of small silver box. 3 stone beads. 1 small shell
and fragment of larger. 1 fragment green stone. 2 small white
substances – from Tope Hadda.
4. No. 3 Hadda. 16 copper coins. Extracted from Tope
Hadda.

Figure 91 Relic deposit labels for Hadda (E161/VII f. 18)

46 | The Charles Masson Archive

Fig. 91. 5–7. Hadda 4:
5. One small silver box, the cover injured, containing
minute golden one, small ornament of gold, one ruby, one
bead, and two seeds – Extracted from Tope Hadda.
6. Fragments of bone box and lumps of sindur [red lead,
actually ochre]. Extracted from Tope Hadda.
7. [Small gold box contained] incinerated substance’. Tope
Hadda.
Fig. 91. 8. Hadda 10:
1 silver ring set with stone. 62 plain silver rings. Sundry
fragments, of rings, ornaments &c. 1 small cylindrical silver
box without cover. From Tope Hadda.

Figure 92 Wilson 1841, Antiquities pls II.1, IV.1-3: Reliquaries from Bimaran 2

Reliquaries from Bimaran 2 (Figs 92–3)

Wilson 1841, Antiquities pls II.1, IV.1-3: Inscribed steatite
reliquary (BM 1880.27) and gold reliquary (1900,0209.1). F63
section 2, f. 69: Masson’s sketch.
__________________________________________
Documents and correspondence relating to Masson’s
excavations and collections

E163 ff. 1–3: attempt by Masson to date his wanderings
11 February 1833–16 February 1834: Kabul
1834: Jalalabad
E163 section 16, f. 55: Brief diary January 1834
29 January: Excursion to Bimaran [see ‘Extracts from Mr
Masson’s letter to Dr J.G. Gerard, on the excavation of
topes’, dated Tatang, 22 March 1834, JASB 1834, p. 329].
E163 section 19, f. 59 (diary of excavations at Hadda, 25
June–5 July 1834):
25 June 1834: At Hadda – commenced operations on topes.
26 June: chiroghdan or lamp extracted from Walli
Muhammad’s tope [Hadda 12: E161/VII f. 5, no. 6; f. 12,
no. 1].
27 June: stone box with 18 pice extracted from
Muhammad Khan’s tope [Hadda 3/Bacha of Jani Tope: E161/
VII f. 5, no. 1; ff. 5, 17 lists 16 copper ‘Greek’ coins;
‘fragments of stone box’].
28 June: stone box extracted [Hadda 1: see 2 July below].
Continued 30 June.
2 July: At Hadda – extracted from two topes, one stone
box with writing on leaves [Hadda 1]; the other, box of rind of
tree [i.e. bark], small silver box and 28 copper coins of the
King of Kings [Wima] Kadphises [Hadda 2].
E161/VII f. 5, no. 2, written from memory, dated 6–7–
1834, includes a small gold reliquary in the Hadda 1 deposit;
f. 18, dated 11–12–1834, includes a small silver box, but
according to this entry, presumably written at Hadda shortly
after the find, the silver reliquary came from Hadda 2.
E161/VII f. 5, no. 3 includes ‘twisted writing on tuz leaf’
and lists 27 coins for Hadda 2; f. 18: no tuz leaf.
5 July: Extracts from two topes [Hadda 4–5].

Figure 93 F63 section 2, f. 69: Masson’s sketch of the gold reliquary
from Bimaran 2

E161/VII f. 5 lists finds from two separate stupas, no. 4 and
no. 5; f. 18 finds are combined together as being from
Hadda 4; f. 7 lists a total of 8 stupas excavated 6–7–1834, of
which 6 produced finds, i.e. the numbers correspond with
this diary and f. 5.
6 July: Hadda.
13–14, 19–20 July: At Hadda; remainder of time at Tatang.
27 July: At Tatang – relics extracted from Rashuk
Darunta [Passani tumulus 5].
E161/VII f. 6 ‘contained bones &co.’; f. 17: ‘15 small
copper coins and fragments of copper found at the summit;
small speckled spherical stone or marble’.
16 August: At Killa Naib – Hassan brought 50 copper
coins from Balabagh Sultanpur.
17 August: At Killa Naib Yar Muhammad – box extracted
from summit of Jani Tope, with 17 copper coins [Bimaran 5]
– Hassan brought 22 coins from Balabagh, the two
Sultanpurs [Sultanpur Bala and Sultanpur Pahin] and the
two Shumshapurs.
18 August: At Killa Naib Yar Muhammad – suspended
Tope operations at Darunta this evening. Amir Muhammad
Khan died about 11th or 12th of this month; 8th or 9th
[August] Dost Muhammad Khan arrived in Kabul from
Qandahar.
19 August: Hassan brought 28 copper coins from Chahar
Bagh and Jalalabad.
__________________________________________
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___________________________________________
E164 1835: Diary of 1835:
13 March							
Killa Bimaran
11 April				
Chahar Deh [north-west of Basawal]
12–29 April							
Hadda
30 April			
Darunta (Killa Naib Yar Muhammad)
9 May								
Bimaran
___________________________________________
E169/I ff. 1-18, section 11, f. 91: Bimaran 5
E169/I section 11, f. 121: List of packaged finds [see also
E161/VII f. 16 for more detailed list]
Box 1 (The large package)

Nandara Tope						
Small Tope near Nandara Tope
Tope Guldara						
Tope Abbie							
Tope near Bimaran Golden box
Tope son Soter Megas behind Bimaran.
Tope Kotpur or Tatang				
Jani Tope							
Tope Samotch						
Tope Sultanpur					

[Nandara 1]
[Nandara 2]
[Guldara]
[Deh Rahman 1]
[Bimaran 2]
[Bimaran 4]
[Kotpur 2]
[Bimaran 5]
[Gudara]
[Sultanpur]

Box 2

Chahar Bagh
Hadda
Large Kotee from Rashuk Darunta [Passani tumulus 5]
Gold and silver coins from Kabul 1834
Greek Coins from Begram 1833
Box 3

Copper coins from Begram, Kabul and Jalalabad 1833/34
Seals from Begram
8 Nazrunah [intaglios] from Begram
8 Boots [Buddhas] or heads of Idols from Hadda
___________________________________________
E/4/1057 Bombay Dispatches
Bombay Political Department, PC1230/183
16 April, No. 6 of 1834, p. 781.
Persian Gulf
1. We now proceed to notice such letters and paragraphs
addressed to us by your Government on the affairs of the
Persian Gulf, as have not yet been replied to ... [p. 790]:
12. Among the letters of the Resident of Bushire during the
period under review, is one from Lieutenant-Colonel Wilson
of the 11 September 1830, which is recorded upon your
consultations of the 1 December 1830, Nos 73 and 74. This
letter is, we believe, not referred to in any of the dispatches
which you have addressed to us. It was accompanied by
valuable memoranda on the countries of Central Asia,
which were obtained by Lieutenant-Colonel Wilson, from
Mr Masson, an American gentleman. It is in our opinion
desirable that a copy of Lieutenant-Colonel Wilson’s letter,
and of Mr Masson’s papers, should be transmitted by you to
the Governor General in Council for their information, if
you have not already supplied them with a copy.
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E161/I Correspondence I, Colonel H. Pottinger, 1833–4
Pottinger to Masson:
5 April, 3 October, 31 December 1833;
1 January, 15 April, 27 July, 6 August, 6 September,
4 October, 4 November 1834]
E161/I f. 3 (9): No. 456 of 1833 [Masson’s Research
Proposal to Bombay Government].
H. Pottinger to Charles Norris,
Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay.
27 November 1833
Sir,
I have lately received a letter from a Mr Masson, an
American gentleman I believe, who is perhaps not unknown
by name to the Right Honourable and Governor in Council,
and who has been residing in Afghanistan and the regions to
the westwards of the Indies for some years past.
The subject of Mr Masson’s communication is, I am
aware, much more of an antiquarian than a political nature,
but I nevertheless deem it proper to submit his proposals for
the consideration of His Lordship in Council, as it appears
to me to be well worthy of the British Government in India
to extend its patronage to researches which may throw much
light on the antiquities and history of a very interesting
portion of Asia.
I have no personal acquaintance with Mr Masson, but I
heard of him in Sind (where he had been some years ago) as
a gentleman who was well versed in the language of the East,
and of mild and conciliatory manner, so that I should think
his success in the project he has in view would be certain,
were he furnished with the pecuniary means of carrying on
his operations.
I have had much pleasure in sending to Mr Masson from
my own private resources, the sum of three hundred rupees
to meet his personal expenses; he has been disappointed of
remittance he expected from Muscat, and should His
Lordship in Council feel disposed to countenance his plans,
I beg to recommend, that I may be allowed to furnish him,
as he may require them, with funds to the extent of fifteen
hundred (1500) Bombay rupees.
I annex extracts of Mr Masson’s letter explanatory of his
intentions.
__________________________________________
No. 1755, Bombay Castle, 17 December 1833
C. Norris, Chief Secretary, Bombay to Resident in Kutch
[Bombay Government’s agreement to fund Masson]
Sir,
I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated
the 27th ultimo, forwarding extracts from a private letter
from Mr Masson, an American gentleman, residing in
Afghanistan, proposing to collect information and relics of
antiquity in the neighbourhood of Kabul for the British
Government, provided he is supplied with the requisite
funds.
In reply I am instructed to convey to you the authority of
Government to furnish Mr Masson with funds, not
exceeding 1500 to enable him to continue his interesting

researches, the result of which you will be pleased to
communicate to government, and His Lordship in Council
further authorises you to take charge of any articles sent to
you by that gentleman.
_________________________________________
No. 498 of 1833
Bhuj Residency, 31 December 1833
H. Pottinger to Charles Masson, Kabul
[First advance of money]
I have directed the Native Agent at Hyderabad to send you,
with this letter, a Hundi [bill of exchange] for Kabul rupees
five hundred in part of the sum granted by the Right
Honourable the Governor in Council to enable you to carry
on your researches.
[For Masson’s reply see P/387/71 no. 1 below].
___________________________________________
P/387/71 Bombay Political Proceedings 11 March–1 April
1835.
Bombay Castle, 1 April 1835, Political Consultations 12, No.
779.
From The Resident in Kutch, dated 10 March 1835 with
enclosures.
Sir,
1. With reference to my letter No. 56 of the 27th ultimo, I
have now the honour to forward to you, for the information
of the Right Honourable the Governor in Council extracts
of six letters of dates per margin [23 April 1834, 6 July, 15
July, 20 September, 9 October, 11 December 1834] which I
have received from Mr Masson, since I was authorised to
make an advance of fifteen hundred (1500) rupees to him on
account of the Bombay Government by Mr Chief Secretary
Norris’ letter of the 17 December 1833.
2. These extracts (to which I have appended two or three
from one of my own letters to Mr Masson of the 6 September
1834) speak so highly for the zeal judgement and
disinterestedness with which that gentleman has discharged
the trust reposed in him, that they require no comment from
me.
3. Combined with the extract from my own letter they
will also explain, even perhaps more clearly than I did in
mine of the 27th ultimo why I could not without a breach of
confidence, refer Mr Masson at once to Captain Wade, for
although the coins and relics have become the property of
Government, through its advances, yet Mr Masson’s
manuscripts and sketches are unquestionably as much his
private property as anything else he possesses, and if the
perfect comprehension of the memoirs and coins depends (as
would appear from the last extract) on the whole of the
packages coming to me in the first instance, I am sure that
His Lordship in Council would not have wished me to do
what might have injured Mr Masson and must have
appeared unkind on my part.
4. I presume it will be the wish of His Lordship in Council
that the coins, relics &co. should be sent to the Presidency as
soon as they reach me and I have had time to compare them
with the manuscripts.

I have the honour to be &co.
(Signed) Henry Pottinger
Bhuj Residency, 10 March 1835
___________________________________________
P/387/71 Bombay Political Proceedings 11 March–1 April
1835.
Bombay Castle, 1 April 1835, Political Consultations 12, No.
780: A series of extracts of [six] letters written by Mr Chas
Masson to Lt Col. H. Pottinger, Resident in Kutch.
E161/VII ff. 1–28: Masson (personal copies).
___________________________________________
P/387/71 no. 1 [E161/VII f. 1] Extract Masson’s letters to Lt
Col. H. Pottinger, No. 1
Peshawar, 23 April 1834
Sir,
1. Your favour of 1 January 1834 with a remittance on
Kabul for rupees 500 reached me on 9th Dhu al-Hijjah.
Your previous letter alluded to of 4 October 1833 has not
been delivered to me, neither have I received or heard of the
second Hundi which it appears by your letter under reply
you were so kind as to direct to be forwarded to me.
2. I need scarcely intimate how much I appreciate the
favour you have conferred upon me, in inducing the
Government of Bombay to afford me pecuniary assistance,
and I rejoice that information thereof reached me here, as I
was on the point of making a sacrifice of some very
interesting relics, to enable me to prosecute further
researches. The necessity thereof is now prevented, and the
relics I have, with others I may procure, I hold for the
disposal of the Bombay Government.
3. In my letter of 1 July 1833, I noted that M. Martine, a
German Physician, had proceeded to Jalalabad to open the
topes there; after having opened several in the
neighbourhood of Kabul, from twenty penetrated at both
places, extracts were procured from five or six. M. Martine
was not versed in ancient history and therefore was unable to
turn his discoveries to account, but they were valuable, as a
superb gold medal extracted from a tope near Kabul
indicated the sepulchral monument of the King of Kings
Kadphises [Wima Kadphises], a Buddhist Prince, and other
coins extracted from two topes at Jalalabad denoted in like
manner, the sepulchral monuments of two Greek Princes
Sotereagas [Soter Megas], and Hermaus [Hermaeus]
belonging to a dynasty which ruled at the ancient Nysa or
Dionysiopolis the modern representation of which is
Jalalabad.
4. In November of last year I quitted Kabul for the more
genial climate of Jalalabad where I resided at the Castle of
the Nawab Jabar Khan, and followed up the researches of
M. Martine, and I am grateful to relate with success, eight
topes and two other monuments were opened under my
inspection – from eight of these results were procured
satisfactory as to their purpose and origin – one yielded an
ambiguous evidence, and the other produced nothing. The
result I note in a memorandum accompanying, and in
return for the assistance of the British Government, shall
hold them, to be forwarded to you for their disposal, with the
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2000 coins I procured last season, although all were
procured by other funds. The mode of transmission you will
be pleased to intimate, as you will be aware that such articles
cannot be entrusted to a Cassid.
5. With the funds of the British Government, my first case
will be to dispose of the topes in these countries, as affording
the most authentic evidence of a dark period of history, while
the relics extracted from them have a high antiquarian
interest, as these monuments have attracted much attention;
with a view of preventing anticipation, I opened while at
Jalalabad, those situated on the line of road, and therefore
accessible to anyone as well as myself. Four or five that
remain in that neighbourhood, with others in the valleys of
the Khyber Hills, and in the rebellious districts of Kohistan
are rewards to him who professes the most enterprise. Coins,
which are amazingly plentiful in some parts of Kohistan, I
shall perseveringly collect, and forward them without
reserve to you, of this a vast collection may be anticipated
and at no greater expense than their intrinsic value as old
copper or silver. The 2000 I have, did not cost me 50 rupees.
6. The existence of a powerful Greek dynasty at Nysa I
have already had the honour of making public and I suspect
it will be found that the Greek domination in these regions
besides not being confined to the Greek Bactrian
sovereignty, was very extensive and permanent, my only
hesitation in speculating on many of these points arises from
a dislike to commit myself as from the staggering evidences I
behold, I fear to write before consulting the ancient and
classical authorities.
7. The liberality of the British Government places me
perfectly at ease with regard to funds and I trust when they
find that they are well laid out, they will not allow the
interesting regions radiating from the source of the Oxus to
remain unexplored.
[E161/VII f. 2] Memorandum accompanying letter of 23 April
1834 [see also Figs 86–7, 89–90]
Note of extracts from Topes in the vicinity of Jalalabad,
retained by Charles Masson for the British Government.
No. 1 [Bimaran 2]: A stone box with 2 lines of inscription
enclosing a golden box, adorned with sculptures of 8 Saints
or Sages, standing in compartments of pillars supporting
arches, above, between the intervals of the arches, eagles
hovering: the golden box lined with a yellow coloured
composition and surrounded at top and bottom with 2 rows
of 12 laks or rubies of Badakhshan, within each of the boxes
a variety of golden ornaments, sapphires, burnt pearls, burnt
coral beads &co., with 4 copper pice, and obverse
representing a horseman, an emblem of the Nysa Prince’s
coin with Greek legend, and reverse exhibiting a figure of
Ceres with Zend or Pahlavi legend.
No. 2 [Kotpur 2]: A stone box, enclosing a silver one, with
10 copper pice, 4 obverses representing a bust of the king,
with Greek legend, the reverses the figure of Hercules, with
Zend or Pahlavi legend, also a most beautiful impression of a
seal on clay, not quite perfect.
No. 3 [Deh Rahman 1]: A very small stone box, with a
number of small copper pice, much corroded, but evidently
referring to the same dynasty as the preceding 4 pice, from
the figure of Hercules on the reverse.
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No. 4 [Gudara]: A silver box containing a golden one, in
which is a little brown dust, a fragment or two of pearl,
muscle [mussel] shell and one or two burnt coral beads &co.
No. 5 [Bimaran 4]: A shattered silver box, with a variety of
beads of Cornelian, Sung Sulaimani [agate] &co., with 6
pice of the King of Kings Soterragas [Soter Megas].
No. 6 [Nandara 1]: Fragments of a box of tuz leaves [bark
reliquary], with the impression of a seal on clay.
No. 7 [Passani tumulus 5]: Sundry small copper pice [15
coins according to Figs 87, 89.5 and E161/VII, f. 6; including
one ‘horseman type or of the Azes family’: Masson 1841, p.
95].
N. B. The 8th tope [Bimaran 1] produced a small
apartment containing nothing but dust, the 9th [Kotpur 3]
produced no distinctive sign or evidence whatever, and the
10th [Passani tumulus 1], which as No. 7 [Passani tumulus 5] was
not a tope as strictly understood, but the spot where the body
of the Prince was burned yielded only bones &co.
[E161/VII f. 3, f. 4] Enumeration of coins procured from the site
of Begram in Kohistan and retained by Charles Masson for the British
Government.
F526/1a (copy): ‘List 1. Copper coins from Begram 1833’
(1878 coins).
Total

Of the recorded Bactrian Kings
Menander
Apollodotus
Eucratides the Great

39
19
70

Of Greek Kings not allocated
Hermaus [Hermaeus]
Ausius [Lysias]
Antilakides [Antialcidas]
Agathocles
Pantaleontos [Pantaleon]
obv: lion; rev: elephant; legend Pehlevi
Of a prince, legend illegible
Unarranged single specimens of Nysian
Princes

128

2
6
8
10
2
20
6
8

62

Hermaus 1 [Hermaeus]
Hermaus 2 [Hermaeus]
Hermaus 3 [Hermaeus]
Unadpherros [Gondophares]
Sotereagas [Soter Megas]
Various

34
10
136
19
171
8

378

Of Indo-Scythic [Kushan]
Kanerkos [Kanishka]
Kaphises [Wima Kadphises]
Various

24
37
544

605

Parthian and Sasanian
Nagari

161
34

Kufic
Unintelligible chiefly Indo-Scythic
Silver Brahminical and Kufic

122
375
13
Total

705
1878

(Signed) Charles Masson
(A true copy, signed) H. Pottinger
___________________________________________
P/387/71 no. 2 [E161/VII f. 5] Extract Masson’s letters to Lt
Col. H. Pottinger, No. 2
Hadda near Jalalabad
6 July 1834
Sir,
1. Your favour of 15 April I had the pleasure to receive
yesterday delivered by Aumeen and Abdu Summul, the
Cassids you dispatched. Accompanying it was a letter from
your native agent at Hyderabad; covering a duplicate of the
former Hindu for rupees 500 and a fresh one for rupees 500
for which to return you my best thanks.
2. In my letter of 13 April I informed you that I placed at
the disposal of the British Government in return for their
liberality the relics I extracted from the topes of Darunta –
and that their grant should be expended on the excavation of
other topes in these countries, being the monuments most
important and interesting, and moreover yielding results
which independent of antiquarian value were manifest and
visible and would satisfy the Government that their funds
had been well laid out. I mentioned that the relics specified
in a memorandum accompanying the letter, had been
obtained with other funds. The fact was that I had received
from Dr Gerard on his arrival at Kabul in progress to
Ludhiana a small sum of money to meet my immediate
exigencies and a letter of credit for Rs 1000 on the conditions
of an easy and personal loan. On this letter of credit I drew a
draft for Rs 400 which I expended on the Darunta topes,
and a second for the same sum, the money for which I drew
from Kabul on the 15th of June when I received a letter from
Dr Gerard, by which I found that my second draft had been
honoured, that he requested me to draw the remaining Rs
200 to complete the Rs 1000 Letter of Credit, and farther,
that unaware that the notice of the Bombay Government
through your medium had been extended to me, he had
written on my behalf to the Government of Bengal and had
otherwise interested himself on my account in a very
friendly and particular manner. On this letter of credit I
drew rupees 400 at Kabul, which enabled me to operate on
the topes of Darunta, and afterwards a second sum for
rupees 400, before proceeding to Peshawar. This train of
circumstances so far embarrassed me that I felt fearful Dr
Gerard whom I had acquainted with my operations at
Darunta might be chagrined at my disposal of the relics
there obtained inasmuch as I had intimated to him when I
apprized him of the extraction of the relics noted as No. 1 in
the memorandum that if he wished to make them a present
to anyone in India I should be happy to forward them. In Dr
Gerard’s last letter he distinctly states that he advances no
claim whatever on anything I may have brought to light, but
at the same time I fear he would not be displeased at
receiving them or of being made the medium of their
disposal. Dr Gerard I am sensible is too well disposed
towards me to be angry at my having placed the said relics at
the disposal of the government as his wish as well as mine
was only that they should be so secured, his only objection to

me may be, I know not that it will be, the transmission of
them to Bombay and not to Calcutta.
3. Since my return to Jalalabad from Peshawar I have
been busily engaged in operations on the topes in that
vicinity and from seven opened near Chahar Bagh have
obtained relics from four, the copper coins found in one of
them may prove interesting, the other three topes yielded
merely bones without more decisive results. The primary
object was however obtained: that is of their identification,
all of them referring to the Jetic princes [Kushans] who
succeeded or expelled the Greek dynasty whose topes I
opened at Darunta. The coins found were of the IndoScythic [Kushan] series noted in my memoir which may be
now before you, of which Kanerkos [Kanishka I] and
[Wima] Kadphises take the lead. From Chahar Bagh I
proceeded to Hadda about 5 miles [8.05km] south of
Jalalabad where I had been informed there was one tope. I
found however many and a vast number of mounds and
tumuli. This is undoubtedly one of the principal burial
grounds of the ancient Nysa [fortress between the Kabul
River and the Indus: Arrian V.1.2; Strabo 698; identified by
Masson as Jalalabad, see above] or perhaps more correctly
as I suspect of the Nogara of Ptolemy and its successors.
From seven small topes opened I have obtained relics and
some copper coins both interesting and satisfactory; two or
three have yielded nothing; the larger topes are yet in
progress of excavation and I anticipate more important
results from them. Independent of the topes the mounds and
tumuli yield vast numbers of idols, I have procured eight and
may probably obtain some hundreds if I can appease the
clamours of the Mullahs who have assembled en masse and
prevented my labourers from working. I have gained
intelligence of nearly twenty other topes in various districts
of Nangarhar and their identification will occupy me
probably two or three months longer in this vicinity. I am
not certain that I shall not proceed to Bajaur and the
Yusufzai country [Peshawar Valley] if I find it correct as
reported that similar monuments exist there and in great
numbers. I had proposed this year to have passed into Bada
Koban but the topes are too important objects to be
neglected, and I feel I shall be fully occupied upon them
until snow and winter shall have closed the roads of the
Hindu Kush. I have not procured many coins from this part
of the country, the season for finding them being past; but I
have fallen upon two or three new Greek ones. The coins
extracted from the topes are very valuable as having been
generally new at the time of their insertion, and having very
little suffered from corrosion. They are more perfect than
those can be expected to be which are found incidentally on
the surface of the earth. I have dispatched a trusty servant to
a friend of mine near the site of Begram with a sum of
money, with instructions to remain there, until I ultimately
reach Kabul myself, and to purchase indiscriminately all
coins, seals &co. found in that place during the season. From
some places I shall visit after my operations at Hadda are
terminated, I hope to obtain coins in some number.
4. I informed you that I had offered through Dr Gerard
before I received your favour of January last, or rather asked
his opinion thereon of the practicality of publishing an
account of the topes of Afghanistan in India, and I expect

British Library – India Office Masson Manuscripts | 51

his next letter to me will inform me how far I am likely to
meet encouragement or not. Since that time I have
discovered so many new ones, and the relics extracted from
many of them are so numerous that the work will be much
more considerable than I expected. I shall be happy to hear
your sentiments on this subject and to which I shall pay
every deference.
5. I forward a memorandum of the relics obtained from
the Chahar Bagh topes and those of Hadda which have been
opened, and also a note of the absolute expense of labour
and costs incurred upon them, as well as of those of Darunta,
and should any of the items be considered objectionable, I
beg they may be expunged.
6. You will observe in the note of expenses, charges for
present and costs that to Naib Yar Muhammad Ghilzai was
necessary, because the soil on which the topes of Darunta
stood, he considered his property, and although I had sealed
permission from Dost Muhammad Khan himself, to open
the topes, his orders were as little respected as those of the
Sultan of Ramu would be in China, and this is the case
throughout Nangarhar, and indeed at Kabul too. The topes
of Chahar Bagh were considered by the Jemadar Baluch
Khan, another sulky Ghilzai, as his property and he in the
first instance, as well as Yar Muhammad, drove off my
workmen with an armed party. On an explanation he was
amused by some medicines he requested and I kept him in
good humour during the operations by occasional small
presents of fruits. The topes of Hadda I opened with the
concurrence of Mirza Aga Jahan, a personal friend of mine
and the Hakun of the place – here also I have found
difficulties, but not insurmountable ones, and I suspect I
must make a small present to Malik Gulab of the village
eventually for the assistance and civilities he affords me.
P.S. The country here is in a state of much agitation, the
Sirdars of Peshawar have arrived in Jalalabad. Pir
Muhammad Khan and Hadji Khan are encamped with
their troops at Nimla, Sultan Muhammad Khan has
proceeded to join them leaving his troops at Jalalabad –
their intentions are not known. Dost Muhammad Khan has
not yet advanced beyond Ghazni.
Memorandum accompanying letter of 6 July 1834 of relics obtained
from the topes of Chahar Bagh and Hadda, held by Charles Masson
for the Bombay Government.
Chahar Bagh [Figs 87, 89]

No. 1. A small stone box, with enclosed silver one, with
one copper coin Indo-Scythic [Chahar Bagh 5].
No. 2. A small stone box enclosing a golden one,
fragments of another silver box with beads of crystals &co.
[Chahar Bagh 6].
No. 3. A small stone box, with enclosed silver one, with 18
copper coins to be read Indo-Scythic [Chahar Bagh 4].
No. 4. A small stone box, and pyramidal cover [Sultanpur].
Hadda [Figs 88, 91]

No. 1. A stone box in fragments, with small silver one, and
16 Greek copper coins [Hadda 3].
No. 2. A small stone box enclosing golden one [Fig. 91.1:
‘silver box’], with twisted writing on tuz leaf [Hadda 1].
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No. 3. Fragments of a box of bark of tree painted, with
small silver one, and 27 copper coins, Indo-Scythic – also
twisted writing on tuz leaf [Hadda 2].
No. 4. Small golden box in 2 broken pieces, fragments of
ivory box and 5 copper coins Indo-Scythic [Hadda 4].
No. 5. Small golden box, crystal beads and ruby, set in
gold [Hadda 4].
No. 6. A lamp and stand, and latter brass or copper, the
former some fictitious metal gilt [Hadda 12].
[E161/VII f. 6]: Eight heads of female idols, sundry coins
purchased at various places, perhaps about 100 [E163
Section 19, f. 17 (59): 72 purchased at Ballabagh,
Sultanpur; 28 Chahar Bagh and Jalalabad].
NB. The above memorandum is very brief, not having
the relics before me, having sent them to the Nawab Jabar
Khan’s Castle of Tatang, some 15 miles distant.
[E161/VII f. 6]
Note of Expenses on Topes of Jalalabad of Darunta

No.
1.
Tope of Bimaran [2] Yielded extract
2. Tope of Bimaran [1] Contained large
gumbaz in the centre
with small apartment
empty
3. Tope of Bimaran [4] Yielded extract
4. Tope of Passani [1]
No extract or token
whatever
5. Rashuk or tumulus of Contained bones &co.
Passani [7]
6. Other tumulus of
Contained bones &co.;
Passani [5]
a few small copper
coins found in the bulk
of the erection
7.
Tope of Kotpur [2] Yielded extract
8. Tope Nandara [1]
Yielded extract
9. Tope Gudara
Yielded extract
10. Tope near Deh
Yielded extract
Rahman [1]
Implements: 3 sets
Occasional sharpening & handles
Present of horse & sword to Naib Yar Muhammad
Ghilzai.
Wages to Takeer Muhammad engaged to assist
myself & servant in superintending the workmen.
Total

Rupees
5
21/26

8
30
10
9

9
10
17
10
5
1
50
13
208

[E161/VII ff. 6–7]: Chahar Bagh
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Tope [6]
Tope [5]
Tope [4]
Tope
Tope [1]

6.

Tope [2]

7.

Tope

Yielded extract
Yielded extract
Yielded extract
Yielded extract
Contained bones and small
gumbaz with empty apartments
Contained in centre globe of
earth
No extract or token of any kind

9
14
23
19
17
9
18

Sharpening implements & co.
Presents of fruit at various times to Jemadar Baluch
Khan Ghilzai
Total

1
5
116

Note of Expenses on the Topes of Jalalabad and Hadda

1.
Tope
Yielded extract
2.
Tope
Yielded extract
3.
Tope
Yielded extract
4.
Tope
Yielded extract
5.
Tope
Yielded extract
6.
Tope
Yielded extract
7.
Tope
No extract
8.
Tope
Yielded extract
9.
Tope
In hand – fearful of result
10. Tope
In hand – fearful of result
11.
Tope
In hand
12. Tope
In hand
13.
Tope
In hand
14
Tope
In hand
Sharpening implements & co.
Total
Topes of Darunta
Topes of Chahar Bagh
Topes of Hadda
Total
Excavating for idols
Coins of Begram calculated at
Coins of Jalalabad about
Total of absolute expense on topes &co. to
6 July 1834

8
7
7
10
7
5
7
7
22
5
1
1
3
5
1
97
208
116
97
421
3
50
3
477

N.B. Sixty rupees I committed to my servant dispatched
to Begram to purchase coins. This shall be brought into
account when the amount expended shall be known.
(Signed) Charles Masson
Hadda 6 July 1834
(A true copy, signed) Henry Pottinger
___________________________________________
P/387/71 no. 3 Extract Masson’s letters to Lt Col. H. Pottinger,
No. 3.
Hadda near Jalalabad
15 July 1834
Sir,
1. I had the pleasure of addressing you on 6th instant
and my letter was given to the pair of Cassids that arrived
from you, I now avail myself of addressing you via Ludhiana.
2. I have much satisfaction to inform you that tope no. 9
[no. 10] of Hadda as noted in my memorandum and of the
result of which I expressed myself doubtful, has eventually
yielded some very magnificent relics and coins with a variety
of rings and co. and co. The relics comprise a handsome
gold box with cover set with gems, and at the top a fine blue
stone, this was originally filled with a liquid perfume in
which musk predominated – this box was enclosed in a
larger silver one. With this was also a smaller silver one,
containing four Sasanian coins, one or two gems, and an

unctuous substance. The whole was contained in a box of
iron gilt and this again was enclosed in a large copper vessel
handsomely washed with gold which was half filled with a
liquid, perhaps oil, impossible to ascertain from its being
mixed with earth and impregnated with the properties of
copper. In this copper vessel were about 180 silver Sasanian
coins, and two golden ones probably Hindu [Kidarite and
Kashmir] – with three copper ones of Koreen [Hun] types.
In the iron gilt box noted above were mirabile dictu, three
golden Roman coins and in the golden box within it two
others of Theodosius, the former were one of Marcianus and
two of Leo. In the copper vessel moreover were two gold
rings, on one of them the gem engraved with the head of a
sovereign, and among the detached gems is another one
engraved besides the gold ones there is a multitude of plain
silver ones, and a variety of fragments of ornaments &co.
Upon the whole I suspect this to be the most magnificent
medley yet produced from any tope, and the Roman coins
will be useful in assisting to verify or adjust the epoch of the
monuments erection. The tope yielding it was the superior
one of Hadda and employed me a long time.
3. In my letter of 6th instant I detailed to you the
circumstances of my connection and obligations to Dr
Gerard, and I now feel emboldened to request, that you will
prevail on the Government to allow me to place the Darunta
relics at his disposal should he signify his wish to possess
them. I write to him by this opportunity and have fully
explained to him every particular. In such case the expenses
of the Darunta topes will be expunged from the note of
expenses.
P.S. I should feel obliged if you could furnish me with the
eras of Theodosius, Marcianus and Leo, the latter I suspect
was a Byzantine prince and the two former probably princes
of the Western Empire – it may be, they were also of the
Byzantine Monarchy.
Memorandum: Legends of coins
Obv: DNTHEODOSIVS.PEAVC Theodosius
Rev:		 CONCORDIA.AYCCA.CONOB
Obv: DNLEOPEBPETAY
Leo
Rev:		 VICTORIA.AYCCCSONOB
Obv: DNMARCIANYS.PEAVC Marcianus
Rev:		 VICTORI.AYCCC.CONOB
___________________________________________
E161/I f. 7 (19) Pottinger to Masson, 6 August 1834 [Relics to
Wade]
... my intention of requesting you to forward the relics in a
sealed packet to my address to Capt. Wade at Ludhiana or
Lieutenant Mackeson at Mithankot, by a very safe
opportunity that might offer.
___________________________________________
P/387/71 6–9–1834
Extract of a letter from Lt Col. Pottinger to Mr Masson
Bhuj, 6 September 1835 [sic 1834].
In my letter of the 26 July, I acknowledged the receipt of
yours of the 13 April [sic 23 April] and informed you that I
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had transmitted a copy of it to the Bombay Government, a
transcript of whose reply I have now the pleasure to enclose.
On the 29th ultimo I was gratified by your favour of the 6
July and as I am about to dispatch a pair of Cassids to our
native agent at Hyderabad I take advantage of the
opportunity to write to you.
With respect to your obliging remark as to your not
having presented the coins procured at Begram to me, I beg
to assure you that if I can be the medium of making your
most interesting discoveries known to the world and of
securing a portion of the valuable relics for the museums of
my native country, my sole object will be obtained.
On the subject of your manuscripts I told you in my last,
that if you would entrust them to me, I would undertake that
they should be published either under the auspices of the
Bombay Government or by one of the learned societies of
Great Britain any of which would gladly snatch at such a
prize. I am myself a member of the Royal Asiatic Society
and am acquainted with some of the leading members of it
to whom I would consign your papers, but I think you should
pause before you take such a step which would
unquestionably have the effect of forestalling your intended
work in a certain degree and which is a contingency that
should by all means be avoided by you. It is at present my
intention to return to Europe in 1837 if you can find the
leisure in the intermediate time to prepare your work and
feel disposed to send it to England with me I shall be very
happy to take charge of it and to attend to your wishes and
instructions in having it published under the first
superintendence that London affords.
If you have kept a journal I should think your personal
narrative would be invaluable as that is the kind of
information which is so attractive to general readers. I may
close this topic by saying that if there be any detached
portion of your remark or investigations that you would
desire to have made public before your large work appears,
there is no doubt but that it could be better published in
Calcutta than Bombay, and therefore if you wish it to be
brought out in India, I would recommended the former
place, but I confess, I think it is a pity to throw away valuable
papers in what may be termed a local press, and for this
reason I would always go to the fountain head London.
(A true extract, signed) W. Ward
Second Assistant Resident Bhuj
___________________________________________
P/387/71 no. 4 Extract Masson’s letters to Lt Col. H. Pottinger,
No. 4.
Kabul 26 Jumada al-awwal 1250 / 20 September 1834
Sir,
1. I had the pleasure to address you from Hadda near
Jalalabad about 22nd or 23rd Muhammadan month Suffer
– by the hands of your Cassids and a few days after I
addressed you a few lines through Captain Wade of
Ludhiana informing you of my success at Hadda. I was
compelled to quit that place without closing my operations
as I wished, owing to the agitated state of the country. I
thence went to Darunta where I carried on a series of
operations for above two months, rather expensive than
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profitable, but which I judged necessary on account of the
importance of the monuments as referring to the Greek
princes of Nysa, and these operations were not so much on
new objects as on old ones which had been examined by M.
Martine [Honigberger]. I obtained, however, two additional
sets of relics and satisfied myself on other points. The
expenses of these operations I do not charge to the account
of the Bombay Government, but bear myself, until I know
how the Darunta relics are to be disposed of, I have still
several objects remaining at Jalalabad but I left it about a
month since for Kabul, having nearly been laid up by the
heat of the weather there. On arrival here, I operated on a
tope at a spot called Guldara which had been previously
opened, but as I conceived, injudiciously by M. Martine. I
rejoice to say that eight fine gold medals were extracted,
seven of the King [Wima] Kadphises, the eighth, of a prince
of the same family. From thence I went to the Kohistan of
Kabul and there I placed workmen on two topes, one at a
spot called Topdara, the other at the plain of Begram, the
latter is a dangerous site, but I trust my precautions for the
safety of my labourers will be effectual. These two topes are
now in progress, there are two others in the rebellious
district of Nijrow in the Kohistan which I shall do my best to
open. I informed you that I had dispatched one of my young
men to Begram to collect coins. On my arrival at Kabul I
found he had collected 1320, and since my arrival I have
personally collected 1000 more. At Jalalabad since I wrote to
you, I also collected several coins. When in that vicinity I
visited Laghman and Kunar but did not meet with coins as I
expected. My collection of coins this year for the Bombay
Government will I am happy to say be a very good one. I
have not yet examined my copper coins, but I observe
among them three or four of Euthydemus, a splendid one of
Menander of very large size, and very many new ones. I have
been fortunate enough to fall upon two very valuable silver
coins, one of Menander more large and beautiful than any I
have seen or heard of, the other of the King Hermaus
[Hermaeus], also a very fine gold coin of, I suspect, a Jetic
prince [Kushan], besides these I have found other gold and
silver coins, and I trust before the winter arrives to procure
more, perhaps many.
2. There is a celebrated tope in the valley of the Khyber,
but to operate thereon is difficult, from the lawless character
of the natives there. This difficulty has been seriously
increased by a blunder of M. Martine who anxious when in
this country to have the credit of opening the monument,
sent a Sahibzada with two or three of his servants into
Khyber who told the people that there was a lac [100,000] of
ducats in the tope. I have seen at Kabul the principals of
Khyber with whom I had a previous personal acquaintance,
and it has been agreed that during the winter I shall open
the tope, but I fear the expense will not be less than rupees
500 from the numerous parties necessary to conciliate. M.
Court of Lahore when at Peshawar would have given rupees
5000 to have effected this object, but could find no person to
effect it. I am aware that a tope in any other situation would
not require a great expense than 20 to 30 rupees and
therefore I hesitate to incur the expense this monument
demands, without being assured it will not be deemed
unnecessary. On this account I have written to Capt. Wade

for his opinion whether I shall open it or not, and whether if
the Bombay Government object to the expense he will
accept it and receive the relics, he being well acquainted
with the merits of the case. His reply will reach me probably
at Jalalabad and by that I shall be guided, the tope I saw
some 6 or 7 years since. It is undoubtedly a Buddhist one and
very similar in form to that of Manikyala.
___________________________________________
E161/VII f. 6 Part of letter no. 4 Masson to Pottinger,
Kabul, 20 September 1834
[Includes reference to being offered ‘4000 or 5000 Rs’ for
coins from Begram and Darunta by the French officers –
declined ‘from national feeling’] ...
Captain Wade was aware of it, being in continual
correspondence with the French Officers, while moreover he
would hear of it from the attendants of Abdul Ghiaz Khan
with whom I was then in company at Peshawar. This youth
(and son of the Nawab Jabar Khan) on arrival at that place,
had no funds to proceed on his journey, his people called on
the Hindus at the place, and could only procure money on
my guarantee of its payment at Lahore. At that time I had in
employ one Mirza Kassim, who had for some years been in
the service of one or other of the French Officers, and who
unsent by me, but simply from his own inclination, was
wanting to visit M. Court in the Sikh camp.
M. Court, himself an antiquarian, naturally conversed
upon the articles and coins in my possession, and a variety of
intimations, not however direct, were made from him to me
by the medium of Mirza Kassim. They were such however,
that willing to relieve Abdul Ghiaz Khan from his
difficulties, I accepted a draft on his account for Rs 1700
payable at Lahore, understanding that M. Court or M.
Allard would enable me to meet it, and that both of them
otherwise would behave to me liberally. The French
Officers, particularly M. Ventura and M. Court, with the
advantages that affluence confers, were conducting their
operations on a very magnificent scale and purchasing coins
at very extraordinary prices. They had cleared Peshawar of
copper medals at the rate of 4 and 2 for a rupee. I could have
sold to them some 2000 coins at that time in my possession at
these rates, but I was not a native of Peshawar without a
conscience, but a European with one, and would scarcely
have reconciled myself to selling even to Frenchmen 2 coins
for a rupee, which I had purchased for 2 pice. Your favour of
... arrived at a critical moment, and preserved me from
measures which I might have repented and as I expressed to
you I rejoiced at it. On its receipt, I instantly adopted my
resolutions, and even declined afterwards an interview with
M. Court, which for the moment angered him – the draft
accepted on account of Abdul Ghiaz Khan payable at
Lahore, by an arrangement with his people and the Hindus,
was retired, the latter accepting in lieu thereof one on the
Nawab at Kabul for the amount received by his son. I parted
from them at Peshawar ... returning to Jalalabad. ... I had
taken the relics to Peshawar, not for sale to anyone, but for
transmission to Dr Gerard.
[Remainder of letter details of Gerard’s draft of Rs 1000
and Masson’s debt to him].
___________________________________________

E161/I f. 8a (24–5) Pottinger to Masson, 6 September 1834 [ref.
Gerard’s share of Darunta finds in return for loan to
Masson].
I perfectly understand the delicacy of the situation in which
you are placed through Dr Gerard’s kindness, and did the
matter rest with me, I would instantly beg you to transfer to
him the articles mentioned in No. 1 of the memorandum
which came with your letter of the 13 April; but I cannot take
it upon myself to sanction such an arrangement on behalf of
Government. ... With respect to your obliging remark as to
your not having presented the coins procured at Begram to
me, I beg to assure you, that if I can be the medium of
making your most interesting discoveries known to the
World, and of securing a portion of the valuable relics for the
museums of my Native Country, my sole object will be
attained.
___________________________________________
P/387/71 no. 5 [E161/VII f. 8]: Extract Masson’s letters to Lt
Col. H. Pottinger, No. 5.
Kabul, 16 Jumada al-thani 1250 / 9 October 1834
Sir,
1. I had the pleasure to receive on the 4 October, your
favour of 27 July 1834 [rest of § 1: account of drafts and
funding].
2. I will forward relics to Captain Wade ... those of
Darunta in a separate box ... directing him to retain them
for two months or until he may hear from you or me, and in
the event of non-intelligence to forward them also to Bhuj. I
shall also avail myself of an opportunity which will occur in
four or five days of addressing Dr Gerard. I shall explain to
him that you have reported the relics to the Bombay
Government and the probability is, that he will himself write
to Captain Wade and direct their transmission even with
pleasure.
3. Forwards sketches ... there may be some, perhaps
many, not worthy of serious publication or transmission to
England, and as such you can dispose of as you please or
retain them. I shall be happy to be enabled to dispatch by
degrees the whole of my manuscript, memoranda and
collection. I shall be less fearful of any accident eventually
happening to myself in these countries and be careless about
it, should it happen.
4. I forward herewith a memorandum of the relics, coins
&co. I have procured up to this date, with the items of
expenses incurred in the collection. The remaining sum of
the Government grant I expect will be profitably exhausted
in this neighbourhood before snow falls. There are yet many
objects remaining at Jalalabad and the vicinity, where I shall
repair for the winter but I am fearful I shall be in lack of
funds. I had also contemplated an excursion into the Bajaur
and Yusufzai provinces during the winter, but must not
think of it without a fair supply of money. The topes of
Khyber and Loharghee [not identified] are also objects
deserving some attention. The former I noticed in my last
letter and Captain Wade’s opinion as to the policy or
propriety of incurring the expense attending it may probably
influence me with respect to it. These circumstances I note,
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that if the Government, satisfied with the disposal of the
grant made, be pleased to make a further one, as little delay
as possible may be made in the transmission of funds here, or
of apprising me in case they do not.
5. [References to Wade].
6. There are also a few topes in the neighbourhood of
Kabul of more or less importance which escaped M.
Martine Honigberger, because in difficult spots. These I
trust also to dispose of and on some that he operated
unsuccessfully upon, I shall be tempted to expend a few
rupees. One under such circumstances as noted in my last,
yielded eight splendid Jetic [Kushan] medals &co. I believe I
mentioned they were of two kings. I find them of three
[kings] which is better as these gold coins exhibit the
characters of the legends as perfect as they can be found, and
more so than can be hoped from copper coins. This
discovery I conclude will give the name of two sovereigns
beyond doubt, of the family of Kadphises and Kanerkos.
___________________________________________
Memorandum accompanying letter of 9 October 1834 of relics &co.,
held by Charles Masson for the Bombay Government (in
addition to those enumerated before).
Procured from Hadda

1 small earthen jar, with inscription in ink, containing a
stone enveloped in tuz leaf, extracted from a tope [stupa 13].
Extract from the principal tope at Hadda [stupa 10]

1 silver box, the cover surmounted with pyramid, contained
52 golden or gilt beads with unguents.
1 golden box, the cover surmounted with a fine sapphire or
amethyst and encircled with 7 small emeralds, contained 3
small beads and unguents, this was enclosed within the silver
box above noted.
1 silver box with plain cover, contained 4 silver Sasanian
coins, small blue stone and unguents.
1 crystal box without cover.
The four boxes with their contents were enclosed within a
larger box of iron gilt which was inserted within a large
vessel of the same metal, containing a numerous medley of
rings, coins &co. as enumerated below, and half filled with
water, into which, earth and Lapis Lazuli had been
deposited. The gilt iron box containing the above four
boxes, adhered to the side of the large iron vessel, and the
lower part was immersed in the fluid, which caused its decay,
so that on being touched, the bottom fell into fragments. The
large iron vessel I thought prudent to destroy, after taking
out of it the contents, as it was of little consequence, and if
seen might have raised suspicions unfavourable. The relics of
this tope also I succeeded in concealing from the notice of
anyone, as they might have been considered too important
for me to possess, or of more value than they really are.
[E161/VII f. 9] Contents of large iron vessel
1 small cylindrical golden box, contents unexamined: these
are probably a fragment of bone with a bead or small gem,
enveloped in fine linen or carbasus; these I did not examine,
as probably, although the enclosure may be trifling, it was
over this deposit that the tope was erected.
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1 golden ring set with engraved stone: bust of King
1 golden set with neclum of sapphire (?)
1 golden stone wanting
7 golden plain &co. with 2 fragments
2 stones engraved with busts of kings, one helmet[ed], and
probably Greek
3 gems (rubies?)
7 other stones &co.
13 beads of various kinds
13 small golden ornaments &co.
1 fragment Suddap or Mother of Pearl
1 fragment coral bead
(These will be found in 1 package)
1 silver ring, set with plain cornelian
62 plain silver rings
Sundry fragments of silver rings, silver ornaments, beads
&co.
1 small cylindrical silver box without cover, empty
(These will be found in 1 package) [see label Fig. 91.8]
5 golden solidi of the Eastern Emperors Theodosius,
Marcianus and Leo
2 golden Hindu Coins (alloyed)
202 silver Sasanian coins
11 copper coins
(These will be found in 1 package).
13 copper coins
4 pins of brass or gilt
3 silver rings, plain
Sundry minute ornaments &co.
(These will be found in 1 package, and were found without
the large iron vessel in the small chamber formed within the
tope for the reception of the relics).
[E161/VII f. 10] Additional relics &co. procured from
Darunta

A broken stone box containing a few ashes with 17 copper
coins. This was extracted from the summit of the tope called
Jani Tope [Bimaran 5].
The head of an axe or hatchet of iron. This was extracted
from the summit of the tope called Nandara Tope [1].
A small stone or marble. This was extracted from the
centre of a tumulus [Passani tumulus 5].
A small egg-shaped stone. This was extracted from a
small sized dilapidated tope [Nandara 2].
A handsome large stone box, internally divided into 4
compartments containing 5 small golden boxes enclosing the
usual fragments of bones &co. with 10 crystal beads &co.
and 7 copper coins; also 2 small silver boxes. This was
extracted from a tumulus, a human skull being placed
immediately above it, the teeth of which will accompany;
the remainder I re-interred [Passani tumulus 2].
31 copper coins found by an Akhund, with a stone box, at
the summit of Jani Tope [Bimaran 5].
6 copper coins found by some young boys (a portion of
about 30) in the excavation made by Mr Martine
Honigberger into Jani tope, after he abandoned it [Bimaran
5].
Relics procured from a tope at Guldara near Kabul:
8 golden Jetic [Kushan] Medals:
6 of [Wima] Kadphises, which somewhat vary from the

one found by M. Honigberger, and represented in the plates
of my memoir [F526/1a].
One of Herkiks [Huvishka], and one the legend quite
plain, it may be of the same Prince or not.
96 golden ornaments resembling buttons.
(Signed) Charles Masson

Kabul, 9 October 1834

[E161/VII f. 11] Memorandum accompanying letter of 9 October
1834 of expenses incurred by Charles Masson in the opening of topes
&co. and purchase of coins &co. on account of the Bombay
Government.
Kabuli rupees
As previously advised
208.0.0
Additional operations
215.9.0
31 copper coins purchased from an Akhund who
8.0
found them with a box (not to be procured) at the
summit of Jani tope [Bimaran 5]
6 copper coins found in the same tope by some
1.3
boys
[12 pice = 1 rupee]
424.6.3
On the topes of Chahar Bagh. As previously
97.0.0
advised
Additional operations
129.4.0
226.4.0
On tope Guldara
25.0.0
On tope Begram
39.3.0
64.3.0
Total 831.1.3
[sic] 715.1.3
Expended on coins

The collection from Begram of last year as
advised
Coins procured this year (1834) as advised
Coins procured as per statement annexed
Total
[sic]

50.0.0
111.3.3
51.2.1
212.5.4
1043.7.1
927.6.7

Total of expenses at Darunta

As previously advised
Additional operations
Tope Nandara [1]: head of hatchet found near
summit.
Tope Umar Khel: nothing whatever found [Deh
Rahman 2]
Small tope below Nandara tope [Nandara 2]
Tope near that of Umar Khel: became filled with
water [Deh Rahman 1]
Small tope Passani [2; nothing found].
Large tope on plain ‘Tatang’; found immense
stone near summit [Kotpur 1].
Tope at corner of ruinous fort on plain Tatang;
nothing found [Kotpur 3].

208.0.0

25.4.0
55.0.0
8.0.0
34.8.0
7.0.0
3.0.0
9.1.0

Jani tope: stone box and 17 copper coins found
near summit [Bimaran 5].
Tumulus of immenSe size [Passani 5]: small marble
& gumbaz found.
Tumulus at Passani [3]: contained a large earthen
jar & ashes.
Tumulus at Passani [7]: contained bones.
Tumulus at Passani [1]: contained bones.
Tumulus at Passani [2]: contained skull and relics.
31 copper coins from Jani tope [Bimaran 5]
6 copper coins from Jani tope [Bimaran 5]
[Total]
Present to Naib Shams al-Din
[Total]

4.1.0
22.8.0
7.0.0
7.0.0
10.0.0
3.0.0
8.0
1.3
404.6.3
20.0.0
424.6.3

[E161/VII f. 12] The tope at Umar Khel [Deh Rahman 2]
noted above, is the most enormous tope in these countries.
M. Honigberger first attempted it, and abandoned it, after
an expense of about 80 rupees. I have expended nearly 60
rupees more upon it, without any other satisfaction than the
knowledge that the relics, if it contain any, are not, as
usually, deposited at its base. I shall venture to make another
excavation from a different point when I revisit Jalalabad.
The tope near this one (also noted above) [Deh Rahman 1],
became filled with water, at the time when we had hoped to
have reached the deposit. The fluid will probably be
absorbed, and one or two rupees more expended, I trust,
will bring forth a result.
Total expenses at Hadda

Small Topes [Ghundi Kabul]
No. 1.
Extracted lamp [Masson 1841, p.
107: Hadda 8; actually Hadda 12]
No. 2
Produced relics
No. 3
Produced relics
No. 4
Produced relics
No. 5
No result better than bones
No. 6
Produced relics
No. 7
No result better than bones
No. 8
Produced relics [Hadda 1]
Large Topes
No. 9
The superior tope: extracts detailed
in memorandum [Hadda 10]
No. 10
Hitherto bones only found, possibly
other relics may be yet extracted
[Hadda 9?]
No. 11
Produced small earthen pot with
inscription in ink, but not found in
the centre [Hadda 13]; possibly may
produce other relics
No. 12
In the centre a gumbaz [core stupa],
containing nothing; beneath it a large
stone; possibly may produce other
relics [Hadda 11]
Tumuli
No. 1
No result
No. 2
Produced near the summit, 5 copper
coins placed on a large stone;
nothing at the base

Rupees
8.0.0
7.0.0
7.6.0
10.0.0
7.0.0
5.0.0
7.6.0
7.0.0
45.0.0
25.11.0

18.2.0

12.0.0

6.2.0
14.2.0
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No. 3

Produced a few corroded copper
coins near summit
No. 4
The centre of this tumulus, an
immense one, and of superior fabric
has not been reached
For workmen employed in digging for idols
For workmen employed in digging for funeral jars

13.1.0
10.8.0

2.0.0
1.0.0
206. 4. 0
Present to Malik Gulab, principal of Hadda
20.0.0
Total 226.4.0

[E161/VII f. 13] I was compelled from the unsettled state
of the country to suspend operations at Hadda. In the winter
I shall resume them, and trust further results may be
obtained.
Rupees

Also will be dispatched two pretty heads of prepared clay
– and the fragments of a Sanskrit manuscript: on these no
expense was incurred, as I found them myself from a spot
near Kabul [Vol. 1, Figs 41–2]. When Dr Gerard was at
Kabul last year, he expressed a wish to be able to take
something away with him, as a specimen of its antiquities. I
directed him to this spot, and the labour of a day or so put
him in possession of a slab of black stone on which was
excellently carved Sakya[muni, i.e. Buddha], surrounded
with numerous groups of small winged figures [Vol. 1, Fig.
43; Khol Shams/Tepe Narenj].
(Signed) Charles Masson
Kabul 16 Jumada al-thani 1250 / 9 October 1834
(A true copy, signed) Henry Pottinger
___________________________________________

Coins account

Coins of Begram last year as advised.
These contain the coins described or alluded to
in my memoir.
Coins procured this year as advised
117 copper coins from Jalalabad and vicinity
2120 copper coins of Begram, Kabul &co.
45 silver coins from Kabul, Charikar &co.
3 golden coins from Kabul

50.0.0

3.6.7
42.10.2
26.4.0
38.6.0
111.3.3

Since procured
196 copper coins: 100 Begram, 96 from Kabul
13 silver coins from Kabul
2 golden coins from Kabul
1 engraved gem; 3 naginahs [engraved stones]
Statement of silver coins
Brahminical of one species
Kufic
Sasanian
Muhammadan quadrangular
Bactrian
Menander
Hermaus [Hermaeus]

3.5.1
7.0.0
40.0.0
9.0
51.2.1
22.0.0
7.0.0
23.0.0
3.0.0
2.0.0
1.0.0
58.0.0

To which add 1 of Menander and 1 of Alexander
presented to me without purchase
Total
Statement of gold coins
Hindu probably
Jetic or Indo-Scythic [Kushan]
Muhammadan
Total

2.0.0
60.0.0

1.0.0
2.0.0
2.0.0
5.0.0

[E161/VII f. 14] It will of course be understood that the
coins above noted whether copper, gold or silver are
independent of coins extracted from topes. Besides the coins
&co. are a number of seals, rings and fragments of one kind or
another, generally brass and copper. Some were procured last
year, and others have been met with in the present year. Some
of these are curious: they were all got from Begram, and their
purchase is included in the amounts for the copper coins.
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E161/I f. 10 (30) Pottinger to Masson, 4 November 1834 [Hadda;
Gerard’s share of finds]
The very magnificent relics which you obtained from the
Tope No. 9 of Hadda [Hadda 10] ... [Bombay Government
being asked to allow Masson to hand Dr Gerard such of the
finds as he likes].
___________________________________________
P/387/71 no. 6 [E161/VII f. 15] Extract Masson’s letters to
Lt Col. H. Pottinger, No. 6
Kabul 19 [Shab e] Barat [Sha’ban] 1250 /
11 December 1834
Sir,
1. I had the pleasure to receive on 6th of the
Muhammadan month Barat, your favour of 6 September,
and accompanying it a letter from your native agent
enclosing a draft on Bar Mall Shikarpuri of Kabul for 1000
rupees Pakhtah Kabuli.
2. The Shikarpuris of Kabul are at this moment in a
predicament, and Bar Mall with his associates in custody of
the officers of Dost Muhammad Khan who extracted from
them one lac and a half of rupees.
3. With reference to my last letter, I shall place in deposit
with the Mullah 500 rupees on account of the draft drawn
by me and transmitted to Capt. Wade.
4. Since my last letter I have been prevented by
circumstances from operating on two or three topes in the
Kohistan, disturbances having arisen there which were
terminated by the slaughter of Shawab Khan, one of the
chiefs of Parwan. But I have had the good fortune to secure
one or two golden Jetic [Kushan] coins, and what may be
deemed more interesting a parcel of 120 silver Bactrian
drachms and hemi-drachms – 108 of Menander, 7 of
Apollodotus and 5 of a sovereign hitherto unknown, but
certainly Bactrian, by name of Antimachus [said to have
been from Hazarajat, purchased in Charikar: see Masson
1836a, pp. 11, 15]. These coins are of new types and all in the
highest preservation. A silver drachma of Antimachus was
also brought to me from the site of Begram, but none of his
copper coins have been met with there.
5. The coins collected at Begram this year amount to

2220 [2120: E161/VII f. 13, list of expenses above; E161/
VII f. 22 below], but the season was an unfavourable one. 7
golden, 165 silver and 453 copper coins have been procured
from the bazaar at Kabul. The accompanying
memorandum will explain the nature of the coins and the
sums for which they were purchased. It may be a point for
the decision of Government, should they continue to extend
their patronage to me whether I shall persevere in the
collection of coins indiscriminately.
6. I beg also to report for the information of the
Government that I have become informed of from 30 to 40
topes in the neighbourhood of Ghuzai and that I have
arranged with one Hussein Khan a resident on the spot to
operate on them at the return of spring. Wilford tells us from
Sanscrit authorities that Deo Colyon and the Yavan or
Greek sovereigns resided at Sami or Guzni – about this site
we also look for the capital of Sophagasenus the Hindu
antagonist of Antiochus the Great.
7. In my last letter I informed you that I should forward
the whole of the reliques &co. to your address to the care of
Captain Wade and should advise Dr Gerard thereof.
P.S. I shall forward this year to Calcutta, a memoir
containing the result of my discoveries in Numismatology
during the year both because Mr Prinsep [waits in]
anticipation [and] because any other person may procure
coins as well as myself, the question being their due
application in this memoir. I shall be compelled to touch
upon some points, which perhaps I might have concealed for
the present with propriety but they are such which the topics
treated upon involve – and beyond these observations on
medals, I shall not avail myself of the Calcutta press. I shall
beg of Mr Prinsep, to forward the Journal in which the
memoir may be printed as in the former instance, to your
address and one also to that of His Excellency Lord Clare.
2. By the accompanying memorandum of expenses
incurred, it will be observed that a little above rupees 30
remain in my hands of the rupees 1500 hitherto recorded by
me.
3. I expect to procure however some more silver and it
may be 2 or 3 golden coins from the Bazaar at Kabul having
a clue to them. These will probably nearly exhaust the funds
in hand, and there will moreover be a certain expense for
carriage to Ludhiana of the reliques and coins, which fill
three very heavy packages.
4. Accompanying is a detailed treatment of the contents
of three packages and also a memorandum of the expense
incurred by me in the business. I trust by the time these
packages may reach Bhuj, my memoir on the topes may be
in your hands when the various circumstances attending
them will be fully explained.
True Extracts
(Signed) W. Ward
2nd Assistant Resident
___________________________________________
[E161/VII f. 16] Memorandum accompanying letter of 11
December 1834, of relics, coins &co., dispatched from Kabul, on 24th
Muhammadan month Barat, addressed to Colonel Pottinger, residency
Bhuj, to the care of Captain Wade, Ludhiana, on account of the

Bombay Government, and in charge of Fakir Muhammad, Native of
Kabul, by Charles Masson.
Three Packages [Figs 86–8 above]:
Package No. 1

Relics from the topes of Darunta &co.
Tope Nandara [Nandara I ]: Fragments of tuz leaf; impress
of seal on clay; head of iron hatchet.
Small Tope adjacent to Tope Nandara [Nandara 2]: Egg
shaped stone.
Tope near Deh Rahman [Deh Rahman I ]: Small stone box
containing corroded copper coins.
Small tope behind Deh Bimaran [Bimaran 4]: Fragments
of silver box; 17 beads of cornelian &co.; sundry beads of
burnt coral &co.; green stone figure of recumbent cow; 6
copper coins.
Tope near Deh Bimaran [Bimaran 2]: Large stone box
entire, containing a handsome golden one (without cover) as
adorned with sculptured male and female figures, in arched
compartments, with eagles hovering in the spaces between
the arches; at top and bottom set at intervals with small
rubies (one in the lower line fallen out of its position, will be
found in the box); one small seal; thirty golden ornaments;
sundry beads of burnt coral, pearls &co.; two small stones, 1
heart-shaped, and one in the form of cross; 18 stones of
sapphire, crystal &co.; 4 copper coins.
N.B. The large stone box has on the cover and main
body, lines of inscription.
Jani Tope [Bimaran 5]: Small stone box, the cover in
fragments. One small gold bead, and one of burnt coral; 16
copper coins.
N.B. This box was extracted from the summit of the tope,
the grand deposit of relics had been previously carried off by
M. Martine Honigberger. Also with the relics now sent, will
be found a variety of coins found by various individuals from
the same tope between the interval of M. Honigberger’s visit
and mine; as follows:
31 copper coins purchased from an Akhund
15 copper coins purchased from Mullah Abd-ul-rahim
6 copper coins purchased from a blacksmith
[E161/VII f. 17] Tope Gudara: Silver box containing
handsome but plain gold one, containing 2 or 3 beads [and]
fragments of Mother of Pearl shell among purplish coloured
earth.
Tope Tatang of Kotpur [Kotpur 2]: Stone box containing a
silver one, the lid in fragments; 2 circular thin golden
ornaments; 1 small globular golden bead, 10 copper coins;
impress of seal on clay; small silver coin.
Tope Sultanpur: 4 portions of a pyramidal structure of
stone: where the portions unite there are cavities in the
stone, but nothing was found in them [model stupa]. This
was found at the top of an internal gumbaz in the tope, and
it may be apprehended is not the principal deposit which
hitherto has eluded search.
Also in this box are relics from
Tope Guldara near Kabul: 8 golden Jetic [Kushan] or
Indo-Scythic medals; 96 golden ornaments resembling
buttons.
Large Rashuk Tumulus of Darunta [Passani tumulus 5]: 15
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small copper coins and fragments of copper found at the
summit; small speckled spherical stone or marble.
[E161/VII f. 18] Package No. 2
Relics from topes Hadda, Chahar Bagh &co.
Small Rashuk or Tumulus of Darunta [Passani tumulus 2]:
Large stone box, the interior divided into apartments,
containing 4 small golden boxes; 2 small silver boxes (1
without cover); 12 beads of crystal &co., 1 of gold, 1 of green
stone; writing on tuz leaf; 6 small copper coins.
Tope Chahar Bagh [5]: Stone box, containing fragments
of small silver one; the tooth of some animal; fragments of
human bone; 1 copper coin.
Tope Chahar Bagh [6]: Small stone box containing small
oblong golden one.
Tope Chahar Bagh [4]: Stone box containing minute
golden one (without cover); 18 Indo-Scythic [Kushan]
copper coins.
Tope Hadda [1]: Small stone box containing small silver
one; twist of tuz leaf.
Tope Hadda [2]: Fragments of box of painted bark of tree;
[pear-shaped bead;] 27 copper coins of [Wima] Kadphises.
Tope Hadda [3]: Fragments of large stone box; 3 beads, 2
of crystal, 1 of green hue; 1 small shell and fragment of larger
one; fragment of green stone; 2 seeds vegetable (these articles
were originally enclosed in small silver box reduced to
fragments); 1 small silver box, the lid injured, containing a
minute golden one; 1 spherical bead of gold; 1 pale ruby; 1
bead; 2 vegetable seeds; also are 16 copper coins and a
spherical black stone.
Tope Hadda [4]: Small golden box, containing
incinerated substance. Fragments of box of bone, masses of
sindur [red lead]. Other small golden box [containing] ruby
set in gold; crystal bead; golden bead; vegetable seed; also 5
copper coins.
Tope Hadda [11]: 7 animal teeth (camels?).
Large tope Hadda [10]: Large box of iron (?) gilt
containing silver one, the cover surmounted with pyramid
(accompanying but detached), within this silver box, a
handsome golden one, the cover of which is crowned with a
very fine sapphire, and encircled with 7 small emeralds
burnt; within each of these boxes, sundry small spherical
gold or gilt beads and unguents.
N.B. The iron box [was] found attached to the side of the
large vessel of iron, or the same metal as itself, but which was
half filled with a liquid at the time I discovered it: the
bottom of the smaller iron vessel was immersed in this
liquid, and from that reason probably was so brittle as to
break on touching it. Within this iron box was also a plain
silver one, which contains 4 silver Sasanian coins; small blue
or green stone and unguents: the fluid, whatever it may have
originally been, although probably pure water, was so
disguised by the various substances, as earth, lapis lazuli
&co., thrown into it, as to be perfectly unrecognisable. The
lapis lazuli, or rather, the fine blue colour obtained from it
occurred in it in plastic masses: this fluid which if
undisturbed, might have retained its liquid state for
centuries, dried up within 2 days after exposure, although
the vessel was kept carefully covered. In this fluid were the
following items:
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5 golden solidi of the Eastern Emperors, Theodosius, Leo
and Marcian; 2 golden Hindu [1 Kidarite, 1 Kashmir: Vol. 1
Fig. 281.16, 18], it may be Jetic [Kushan] medals; 187 silver
Sasanian coins; 1 golden ring with engraved gem; 1 golden
ring set with sapphire; 1 golden ring, stone wanting; 7 golden
rings and 2 fragments of same; 1 small cylindrical golden box
(contents unexamined); 2 very finely engraved stones; 3 plain
rubies, 7 other gems or stones; 13 beads of various kinds; 13
small golden ornaments; 1 fragment of Mother of pearl shell;
1 fragment of coral bead; 1 silver ring set with stone; 62 plain
ones; sundry fragments of silver rings, ornaments, beads
&co.; 1 small cylindrical silver box without lid; 11 copper
coins.
Without the large iron vessel, in the apartment formed for
it within the tope, were found 13 copper coins, 4 pins of brass
or gilt, 3 silver rings, sundry minute ornaments &co.
Tumulus Hadda [Hadda Tepe Kelan]: 12 copper coins.
[E161/VII f. 20] Package No. 3
Coins
The whole of the Indo-Scythic, Guebre, Kufic coins &co.
collected last year [1833] from Begram [see E161/VII f. 3
above].
Also the collection this year from Begram, Kabul and
Jalalabad [1834].
Begram 1834 (2120 coins):
3 or 4 Euthydemus copper
1 large Menander bronze
1 silver tetradrachm Menander
1 silver tetradrachm Hermaeus
1 gold Jetic [Kushan] coin
117 copper coins: Jalalabad and vicinity
Begram
Silver coins of Menander
Apollodotus
Antimachus
Hermaeus
Alexander

111
7
6
1
1

Kabul bazaar
Silver Brahminical coins
Sasanian coins
Kufic coins
Muhammadan coins
Ambiguous coins

24
18
10
3
1

Total silver coins
Golden Jetic coins [Kushan]
Total

126

56
182

6
188

N.B. The two Muhammadan coins noted in my last
memorandum I had the opportunity to exchange for two
Jetic ones [Kushan gold coins] – a loss of two or three rupees
as a money affair, but a gain of much more in an antiquarian
view.

Copper coins from Begram [F526/1a: duplicated list]
Euthydemus
3
Apollodotus
31
Menander
56
Eucratides (incl. 3 of circular form)
92
Diomedes
1
Adelphors [Spalyrises/Spalagadama]
1
and others
7
Hermeaus
131
[Hermaeus] 2
5
[Hermaeus] 3 and dynasty
179
Soter Megas
267
Unadpherors [Gondophares]
16
Antilacidas and Lysias
21
Agathocles
19
Pantaleon
2
Coins with lions without legends
23
As fig. 37 of memoir [Masson 1834, pp. 70–1,
pl. X.37: Heliocles imitations]
14
Small Nysian
24
790
Indo-Scythic coins [Kushan]
1002
Kufic, Eucbree, Nagari coins &co.
138
Total
1930

coins. I was much pressed for time, Mirza Kassim giving me
(nor could he avoid it) only part of a day and night, to collect
my scattered effects and pack them. I mention these
circumstances should any error be found in the enumeration
of these coins if on my part I hastily counted, if on that of my
young men, they unintentionally gave me the wrong
numbers.

[E161/VII f. 21] Also
A variety of seals &co. from same place 1833/34
8 Naginahs or engraved stones &co.

Memorandum (No. 2), letter 11 December 1834 of extracts procured
from a tope at Guldara, near Kabul on account of the Bombay
Government.

Collection from Kabul
Nagari copper coins
Parthian
Bactrian quadrangulars
Nysian
Indo-Scythic
Sasanian
Kufic &co.

88
180
9
55
67
4
7

Collection from Jalalabad
Greek quadrangulars
Nysian
Indo-Scythic
Brahminical
Nagari, Kufic &co.
Sasanian
&co. from Murkhi Khel

14
59
143
14
16
5
7
Total

[E161/VII f. 22] Not contained in these packages are relics
from:
Tope Hadda [13]: Kozellee, or small earthen vessel,
surrounded with inscription.
Other Tope Hadda [12]: Metal lamp and stand, very
massive, the former copper or iron gilt, the latter copper.
Also are forwarded, distinctly packed, 2 heads of female
idols [Vol. 1, Figs 41–2], and fragments of Sanskrit
manuscripts, procured from a spot under the hill Tahkt-i
Shah near Kabul [Khol Shams / Tepe Narenj].
Charles Masson
11 December 1834 / 24 Barat 1250
Kabul
___________________________________________

8 golden Jetic medals [6 coins Wima Kadphises; 2 coins
Huvishka, from Guldara]; 96 golden ornaments resembling
buttons. These were found in a small apartment with a small
quantity of ashes and fragments of bones.
___________________________________________

410

Memorandum of coins procured at Jalalabad, Kabul, Charikar,
Begram, up to 26 Jumada al-awwal [30 September 1834] on account
of the Bombay Government.
177 copper coins from Jalalabad
2120 copper coins from Kabul, Begram &co.
45 silver coins from Kabul &co.
3 golden coins from Kabul
Grand total: 2345 coins – Rupees/pice

248
658

Also eight heads of female idols obtained at Hadda [Vol. 1,
Fig. 270].
N.B. The packages are boxes of deal-wood, subdivided
into apartments, enveloped in the first instance with coarse
linen or carbasus, then with coarse jual (haircloth) and
ultimately with leather.
The coins from Begram this year should according to the
statement of my young men have amounted to 2220, they
having brought me successive parcels as they said of 1320,
153, 370, 100, 67 and 210 [= 2220; Masson gives the total as
2120 above and opposite: E161/VII ff. 13, 22]. I did not
count these at the time, nor did I separate any but the Greek

3.6.7
42.10.2
26.4.0
38.6.0
111.3.3

(Signed) Charles Masson
Kabul, 26 Jumada al-awwal 1250 [30 September 1834]
(A true copy, signed) Henry Pottinger
___________________________________________
[E161/VII f. 22] Memorandum (No. 3) letter 11 December 1835
[sic: 1834].
Coins purchased for the Bombay Government as
212.5.4
advised
Since purchased
120 silver Bactrian drachmas and hemi-drachmas
1 golden Jetic [Kushan] coin
286 copper coins from Begram

65.0.0
17.0.0
5.0.0
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1 silver drachma of Antimachus and
4 silver Kufics
30 copper coins from Bazaar Kabul
Tope account as advised

2.0.0
8.0.0
Rs 302.1.4
1043.7.1
Rs 1345.8.5

[E161/VII f. 23] Expenses of transmitting relics to
Ludhiana &co.
Deal packages
Carbasus [linen] &co.
Cotton wool
Leather
Musdoree for preparing them
Hire of yabou or [pack] horse to Ludhiana
Road expenses, money given by me to Fakir
Muhammad for
[Total with above] Rs

2.0.0
1.0.0
1.0.0
1.0.0
1.0.0
25.0.0
30.0.0
61.0.0
1406.8.5

(Signed) C. Masson
Kabul 24 Barat 1250 [11 December 1834]
Memorandum: I have given a horse to Fakir Muhammad, and
that he may not be diverted in attention from his charge,
have sent my mates with him to look after the horses; their
return expenses will equal those hence to Ludhiana, but I
know not whether I ought to charge them, although they will
be incurred by me.
___________________________________________
[E161/VII f. 6] Letter of 11 February 1835 from Wade to
Masson quoted:
‘I avail myself of the opportunity to inform you that
government has at my recommendation been pleased to
appoint you our Agent in Kabul (for communicating
intelligence of the state of affairs in that quarter) on a salary
of Rs 250 per annum and Mohun Lal on the same salary at
Qandahar. …’
On these letters I have only to remark that the common
practice of asking a person whether he chose to act as agent
or not, was omitted in my case, it may be I was not deserving
so much consideration. …
[Quotes Gerard’s letter of 22 April 1834, referring to
Wade]:
‘His Political Highness is very ready to improve upon
suggestions or follow up the footsteps of others in objects of
which he had before been wholly oblivious.... Wade has now
no merit or claim in the business, his ends are only for an
interested purpose ... he cares little for such researches as
yours except it be to oppose another’s pursuits in rivalry.’
___________________________________________
P/387/71 31–3–1835:
No. 781, Bombay Castle 1 April 1835, Political Consultations
12
[Reply to H. Pottinger from Chief Secretary, Bombay
Government]
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Sir,
I am directed by the Rt. Hon. the Governor in Council to
acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 10th Instant
no. 68 with enclosures connected with the researches and
discoveries of Mr Masson and to acquaint you that copy of
your letter will be forwarded to the Government of India
and its instructions requested as to your continuing to
communicate with that gentleman on antiquarian
researches.
The Governor in Council further instructs me to request
that you will send to the Presidency the coins, relics &co. as
soon as you may receive them.
I have the honour to be &co.
(Signed) C. Norris
Chief Secretary, Bombay Castle
31 March 1835
___________________________________________
P/387/71 31–3–1835:
No. 782, Bombay Castle 1 April 1835, Political Consultations
12
To the Secretary to the Government of India
Sir,
1. As connected with my letter of the 23rd instant I am
directed by the Rt Hon. the Governor in Council to transmit
to you for the purpose of being laid before the Rt Hon. the
Governor General of India in Council, copy of a further
letter from the Resident in Kutch, dated the 10th Instant
relative to Mr Masson’s researches and discoveries.
2. In forwarding the above document I am instructed by
the Governor in Council to request that you will obtain the
instructions of the Government of India as to Lt Col.
Pottinger’s continuing to communicate Mr Masson on
antiquarian researches.
3. Lt Col. Pottinger has been requested to send to the
Presidency the coins, relics &co. as soon as he receives them.
I have the honour to be &co.
(Signed) C. Norris
Chief Secretary, Bombay Castle
31 March 1835
___________________________________________
[E161/VII f. 24] Bombay Political Consultations 29 June
1836: Extract letter from Mr Masson to Lt Col. Pottinger, dated 30
November 1835.
2. Notwithstanding these disadvantages [resulting from
the appointment as news-writer; discussed in § 1], I have not
wholly neglected my former pursuits and have secured for
the Bombay Government a large quantity of gold, silver and
copper coins, agreeably to the annexed memorandum which
have been purchased for 616 rupees of Kabul currency.
3. The transmission of these coins to you was a source of
some embarrassment to me and to send them to Ludhiana I
could not think of, however, I shall be relieved of this in a
day or two, by the arrival at Kabul of Mirza Kassim the
person who accompanied the packages to Ludhiana. He will

probably pass a few days in Kabul, when I shall send him
with the coins and other articles via Peshawar and the
course of the Indus to Mithankot with instructions to wait
there until he hears from you.
[E161/VII f. 25] Memorandum of expenses incurred by Charles
Masson on account of Bombay Government since dispatch of account in
month of Barat [11 December 1834].
Gold coins
2 Roman
7 Indo-Scythic [Kushan] large
7 Indo-Scythic small
4 Kufic
1 Nagari
Total: 15 gold coins
Silver coins
89 silver Bactrian coins purchased in one
parcel
29 silver Bactrian coins
26 silver Sasanian coins
125 silver Sasanian coins
120 silver Brahminical coins
98 silver Muhammadan coins
10 silver coins (dubious)
Total: 497 silver coins
3 engraved antique gems and 2 figures
A common collection of coins from Begram
for 1835, about or nearly 2500 copper
Parcels of copper coins from Peshawar
Copper coins from Bazaar Kabul, Charikar,
Ghazni, Jalalabad and Laghman

36.0.0
124.0.0
5.0.0
24.0.0
7.0.0
196.0.0
74.0.0
28.3.0
21.8.0
72.11.0
50.0.0
54.0.0
5.0.0
305.10.0
3.0.0
52.0.0
10.0.0
50.0.0

pp. 598–9, § 17: Political Letter 18 November, no. 15 of 1835.
Researches of Mr Masson into the antiquities of Afghanistan
and Kabul. Collection 6.
Answer to Political Letter dated 5 August, no. 14 of 1834
and to Political Letter dated 11 March, no. 8 of 1835.
Researches of Mr Masson into the antiquities of Afghanistan
and Kabul collections.
We have already in a former dispatch expressed our
approbation of your grant of Rs 1500 in aid of Mr Masson’s
researches, and we approve of the further grant of Rs 1000
which the Supreme Government have authorised you to
make. Mr Masson having been directed to address his future
communication to Captain Wade, our future
correspondence on the subject will be with the Supreme
Government.
p. 754, § 9: Political letter dated 11 March, no. 8 of 1835. Mr
Masson’s researches in Afghanistan and Kabul.
Replied to in Political Letter dated 18 November, no. 15 of
1835, § 17.
___________________________________________
[E161/VI f. 12] Pottinger to Masson, Bhuj Residency,
dated 8 March 1836.
You will be astonished to hear that the original articles
which you sent me through Ludhiana have not yet reached
me! I believe they are on their way down the Indus, but I am
quite unable to account for their detention.
___________________________________________

616.10.0

P/38/ – Bombay Political Proceedings, 29 June 1836, Bombay
Castle – 29 June 1836 Political Consultations.

23.0.0
30.0.0
669.10.0

[E161/VII f. 26] Extract letter from Charles Masson, Esq.
dated 12 February 1836 to Col. H. Pottinger, Resident in
Kutch, Bhuj.

(Signed) Charles Masson
Kabul, 1 December 1834
___________________________________________

3. At the close of December [1835] Mirza Zeid, Mir Hussein
with Fakir Muhammad left Kabul for Mithankot with my
collection of coins for the year, and they arrived late in
Peshawar. I instructed them to reach Mithankot as quickly
as practicable, where, if any instructions had been received,
to act accordingly, if none had been received to go to
Hyderabad, and thence to report their arrival to you. In the
event of the longer journey, I made over to Mir Hussein Rs
200, not that he should exactly expend it, but that he might
be provided, and directed him to give with the coins, at
whatever point he made them over, an account of his actual
expenses up to that time. In addition to the silver coins
advised, were 12 recent ones: 8 Kufic, 3 Sasanian, and 1
Menander, purchased for Rs 7.6. Making with the amount
before handed, Rs 669.10, a total of Rs 677.4 for coins of the
year 1835.
___________________________________________

Expenses in transmitting relics to Ludhiana,
being charges of Fakir Muhammad until he
rejoined me at Jalalabad, in excess of
Expenses incurred at Hadda close of 1834
Total Rs

[E161/VI f. 9] Pottinger to Masson, Bhuj Residency, dated
27 February 1835.
I beg your attention to the accompanying copies of two
letters from the Secretary to the Bombay Government. The
first one you will see authorises you to place the Darunta
relics at Doctor Gerard’s disposal and recommends your
publishing an account of your discoveries in Europe.
[E161/VI f. 10] Should the Darunta relics have all been
forwarded from Ludhiana before you acted on my letter of
the 4 November, I shall write to Dr Gerard and request him
to let me know where I am to send them to him.
___________________________________________
E/4/1059 Bombay Dispatches, 3 June 1835 to March 1836, no.
64.

E161/VII f. 27 (Extract Bombay Political Consultations, 1
February 1837: not traced in Bombay Political Proceedings)
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Statement of articles dispatched to Col. Pottinger by Charles
Masson from Kabul.
Relics from Topes of Wardak

No. 1. A copper vessel with dotted Pehlevi inscription
contained sundry relics; to this belong 66 copper coins
separately placed in a bag.
No. 2. A brass vessel containing sundry relics and one
copper coin.
No. 3. A globular glass [sic: brass] vessel, in which is a
cylindrical one also of brass containing a silver one which
enclosed one of gold with sundry relics.
No. 4. A box of ulg or steatite, yellow painted, containing a
piece of woven silk (?), a small gold casket, and sundry relics.
No. 5. A cylindrical box of black steatite containing a
cylindrical one of gold with sundry relics.
No. 6. A globular box of black steatite containing a
cylindrical one of gold with sundry relics.
No. 7. A globular box of black steatite containing a
cylindrical one of gold with sundry relics; to this belong 2
stamped pieces of clay separately packed in cotton.
No. 8. Fragment of box of bone with a cylindrical silver box
containing one gold &co.
No. 9. Fragments of bones &co.
No. 10. Iron heads of arrows and sundries.
No. 11. 5 copper coins of Kadphises.
Coins

102 golden Kufic coins found at Ghazni, purchased from
Amir Dost Muhammad.
Purchased from Bazaar Kabul, 1836:
31 Golden coins; with them, 1 ring of gold and 2 brass medals.
369 Silver coins.
2 Bags containing coins purchased at Kabul and Jalalabad.
1 Bag containing silver coins & silver fragments collected
from Begram 1836.
Heads of idols &co. procured from Hadda.
The above are packed in one box, addressed to Col.
Pottinger, Residency, Bhuj.
Copper coins, seals and sundries collected from Begram,
1836: these are packed in a leather bag addressed as above.
Manuscripts, notes &co. &co.: these are packed in a leather
bag addressed as above.
(Signed) C. Masson
18 October 1836
__________________________________________
P/388/33 12–12–1836 Bombay Political Proceedings, 4
January–15 February 1837
Bombay Castle, 1 February 1837 Political Consultations 5,
No. 281.
From the Secretary to the Government of India
12 December 1836.
Sir,
1. I am directed by the Right Honourable the Governor
General of India in Council to acknowledge the receipt of
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your letter dated the 19th ultimo, stating that the Right
Honourable the Governor in Council does not conceive
himself warranted in making any further advances to Mr
Masson, submitting extract from a letter to Colonel
Pottinger and suggesting that should the Government of
India accede to the request preferred by that officer, that
such advances be debited to the Supreme Government.
2. In reply, I am directed to request a reference to my
letter of the 18 July last wherein it was left to the discretion of
the Right Honourable the Governor in Council to make a
further advance to Mr Masson, and to repeat in this place
the wishes of His Lordship in Council that an advance not
exceeding 2,000 rupees may be made to that individual
chargeable of course to the Supreme Government should the
Right Honourable the Governor in Council be of opinion
that his researches hitherto have been of so valuable a nature
as to warrant the expectation, that the outlay will be
beneficially incurred.
I have the honour to be &co.
(Signed) W.H. MacNaughton,
Secretary to the Government of India
Fort William
12 December 1836
___________________________________________
No. 282. To the Resident in Kutch
Sir,
I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated
the first October last regarding Mr Masson’s researches, and
to acquaint you that under the authority of the Government
of India, the Right Honourable the Governor in Council is
pleased to authorise your advancing on this account a
further sum of Rs 2000, inclusive of the draft of Rs 2000
referred to in your letter above quoted which sum is to be
debited to the Government of India.
I have the honour to be &co.
(Signed) J.P. Willoughby
Secretary to the Government, Bombay Castle
30 January 1837
___________________________________________
No. 283. To the Acting Accountant General and Civil
Auditor.
I am directed by the Right Honourable the Governor in
Council to acquaint you that the Resident in Kutch has been
authorised to make a further advance of Rs 2000 to Mr
Masson to enable him to prosecute his scientific researches
and to debit the same to the Government of India.
I have the honour to be &co.
(Signed) J.P. Willoughby
Secretary to the Government
Bombay Castle
30 January 1837
___________________________________________
No. 284. To the Secretary to Government of India.
Sir,
1. I am directed by the Right Honourable the Governor in

Council to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the
12th ultimo and to acquaint you that under the authority
therein conveyed, the Resident of Kutch has been authorised
to make a further advance of Rs 2000 to Mr Masson to enable
him to prosecute his scientific researches, inclusive however of
the draft of Rs 1000 alluded to in the accompanying copy of a
letter from Colonel Pottinger of the 1 October last.
2. The Governor in Council instructs me on this occasion
to observe that it is very difficult to say what is the value of
Mr Masson’s researches, a point which perhaps can only be
determined in Europe.
I have the honour to be &co.
(Signed) J. P. Willoughby
Secretary to the Government, Bombay Castle
30 January 1837
___________________________________________
E/4/1061 Bombay Dispatches, 3 May 1837–20 December
1837, Political letter, dated 22 November, no. 5 of 1837, p. 967,
§ 49 (73 and 80):
Antiquarian researches of Mr Masson have been answered
to the Government of India.
___________________________________________
P/388/58 26–1–1838 Bombay Political Proceedings,
4 April 1838, No. 1440 [E161/VII f. 29]
From Henry Pottinger Esquire, Resident in Kutch
To the Political Secretary to Government Bombay
26 January 1838
[§1: Extract of letter from Masson to Pottinger, dated 7
November 1837]
Sir,
1. ‘On the 15th ultimo, I dispatched by Samad Khan
Lahori for delivery to Jeshan Mall Shikarpuri at Multan,
three packages, cased in leather, containing the collections
of coins and made during the present year, up to the time of
dispatch, the particulars of which are detailed in the
accompanying statement and account. Since, I have made
further purchases of coins, account of which is also handed.
The gross amount expended since the dispatch of the last
accounts in October of last year, you will observe to be Rs
2446.2, which, added to the sum before expended, Rs
4505.6.5, makes a total of Rs 6951.8.5 leaving, on the sum of
Rs 7200 (including the Rs 500 realised by Draft on Captain
Wade) a balance, in my hand, to be further expended of Rs
243.3 of Kabul currency’.
2. As the above described Rs 500, have neither been
included by me in the public disbursements, nor sanctioned
by Government, it would appear on the face of the statement,
that Mr Masson had expended Rs 251.12.11 beyond the whole
sum authorised, but as the ‘Coins &co. purchased since the 15
October 1837’, (and which I have marked thus _) are still in
that gentleman’s hands, it is clear that they belong to himself,
and, I shall intimate to him, act accordingly.
3. Deducting this small portion, the collection which still
remains as the property of the Government, is the most

magnificent one, and whilst I repeat my own acquaintance,
as stated in my letter of the 13 October 1836, with the subject,
I am led to believe from an application I have lately received
from one of the first Numismatalogists, in Europe, and from
other circumstances, that the value of these coins alone is
much beyond any estimate I could put on them.
4. I am sorry to have to report, that the collection of
coins, and reliquaries which left Kabul so long ago as
October 1836 had not reached the native agent at
Hyderabad on the 7th Instant. I enclose copies of two letters
addressed to Mr Masson by Lt Mackeson regarding them.
In replying to the latest of the two, Mr Masson informs me,
that he requested Lt Mackeson to have the parcels
forwarded by any opportunity he considered safe, but I have
not heard that this was done, and I therefore conclude they
are still lying at Multan. I shall now take steps to have a
trustworthy man sent by the native agent from Hyderabad to
receive and bring them down to that place. It is to be
regretted that neither Capt. Burnes nor Lt Mackeson
thought proper to evince a greater interest regarding them
than they appear to have done, as they might easily have
accompanied some of the bales of useless samples, which
have long since arrived both at Bombay and Calcutta.
I have the honour to be &co.
(Signed) Henry Pottinger,
Resident in Kutch, Bhuj Residency
26 January 1838
___________________________________________
Particulars &co. of coins &co. forwarded [F526/1 copy]
Coins collected from Bazaar Kabul 1836

1 gold Kufic
Silver coins:
1 Athenian
1 Kodes (?)
1 Nagari
17 Sasanian
1 punched coin
1 Kufic
22 silver coins
N.B. The silver and copper coins from Begram at the
close of 1836 have not been counted, among the silver is one
of Demetrius, and the copper coins may be between 3000
and 4000.
[E161/VII f. 30]
204 copper coins procured in one parcel from Jalalabad.
Coins collected from Kabul, Begram &co. 1837

From bazaar Kabul
Gold coins
3 Apollodotus – these require inspection as to their being
genuine
1 Byzantine
13 Indo-Scythic [Kushan]
17 Kanauj Pala series
36 Kufic and Muhammadan
70 gold coins
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Silver coins Bactrian &co.
2 Antiochus
1 Eucratides
9 Menander
2 Apollodotus
3 Antimachus
1 Heliocles – an entirely new coin
1 Antialcidas
1 Archikus [Archebius]
8 Ermaios [Hermaeus]
1 Azos [Azes]
1 nameless Great King [Soter Megas] unique hitherto
1 Ermaios Hercules type – unique hitherto
34 Bactrian coins
60 Sasanian
8 Saurastra [Western Satraps, see Wilson 1841, pp. 405–13,
Coins pl. XV.12–20]
1 Nagari
34 Rajput [Hindu Shahi, see Wilson 1841, pp. 428–30,
Coins pl. XIX.1–15]
37 punch[mark]ed square coins
288 Kufic and Muhammadan
462 silver coins
1 silver ornament
33 engraved stones and gems – among these are some gold
ones
1 bag copper coins, about 400 or 500
1 bag copper coins from Jalalabad
[E161/VII f. 31; F526/1] From Begram 1837
3,087 silver coins – the greater portion of these are minute
coins, but among them are 17 or 18 Bactrian, a large number
of punched square coins, and many Rajput [Shahi] and
Kufic ones.
30345 copper coins
256 seals, rings &co.
370 figures, ornaments &co.
8 cylinders
Brass lamps [F526/1: ‘brought from Taghow’] and other
articles [‘in brass, to name which I am at a loss, brought
from Begram and’], mixed among the copper coins in the
packages.
1 brass idol and 3 black stone idols found on digging the
foundation for the castle built by Amir Dost Muhammad
Khan at Ali Masjid in the defile of the Khyber [‘at the close
of the year 1836’].
2 copper coins found in course of excavating topes at
Khurd Kabul.
The above copper coins, brass lamps, &co. are enclosed
in two packages cased in leather – the gold, the silver coins
both from Begram and Kabul, with the engraved gems, are
enclosed in a third package of similar nature – the separate
parcels are placed in separate bags with descriptive papers,
excepting the Begram copper coins, which form the bulk of
the two larger packages.
Coins &co. purchased since 15 October 1837 and in
my hands [Additional comments from a variation of the
same list in F526/1 have been incorporated here in quotes].
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From bazaar Kabul
Gold coins:
1 [Wima] Kadphises – very fine, large coin of new type
1 Arsakian ‘Parthian – valuable perhaps from its rarity’
1 Kanauj Gupta family
6 Nagari, Pala series
1 Kufic
10 gold coins [F526/1 lists only 4 coins: ‘1 Parthian, 2 Nagari,
1 Kufic’]
[E161/VII f. 32] Silver coins – Bactrian &co.
5 Euthydemus – all good coins
[F526/1: ‘brought from Bukhara’]
1 Ermaios [Hermaeus] Hercules type [Kujula Kadphises]
1 Menander
2 Apollodotus
1 Ermaios [Hermaeus]
7 unknown names
1 Arsakian
18 Bactrian &co. [F526/1: lists only 16]
48 Sasanian [F526/1: lists 50, ‘of which 36 are of a 		
singular and novel type’]
8 Rajput [Hindu Shahi; F526/1: lists only 4]
21 Kufic [F526/1: lists only 12]
6 square punched coins [F526/1: lists only 4]
101 silver coins
[F526/1 includes 496 minute silver coins ‘found in one
spot with the 36 Sasanians noted above’. This gives a total of
582 silver coins].
6 engraved stones and gems [F526/1: 4 gems]
1 brass antique chair or throne
1 circular brass ornament and figure
1 brass square ornament 		Rs 233.8.0.

Rs 233.8.0

From Begram
6 gold coins – Kanauj Pala series [F526/1: 2 coins]
560 silver coins [F526/1: 450 silver coins]
3930 copper coins, seals, rings &co.
[F526/1: 3000 coins; Total: 3452 coins]
2 silver rings							
Rs 147.0.0
								
Total Rs 380.8.0
(Signed) Chas. Masson
___________________________________________
[E161/VII f. 33] Statement of coins &co. forwarded to the address
of Colonel Pottinger on 15 October 1837 from Kabul by C. Masson and
entrusted to the charge of Samad Khan Lohari for delivery to Jeshan
Mall Shikarpuri of Multan.
Collected at the close of 1836
1 gold Kufic from bazaar Kabul
22 silver coins from bazaar Kabul
Silver and copper coins from Begram
204 copper coins from Jalalabad
Collected in 1837 [up to 15 October]
From bazaar Kabul

Rs 150.0.0

70 gold coins
462 silver coins
1 silver ornament
33 engraved gems
1 bag copper coins

Antialcidas
Heliocles
Antimachus
Hermaeus
[Kujula] Kadphises
Indo-Scythic [Kushan]
Unknown names
Rajput [Hindu Shahi]
Minute coins
Punch[mark]ed coins
Kufic coins
Sasanian
Sasanian Muhammadan
Total silver coins

Rs 1043.11.0

From Begram
3087 silver coins
30345 copper coins
256 seals rings &co.
370 figures ornaments &co.
8 cylinders
Various brass articles as lamps &co.
2 copper coins from tope, Khurd Kabul
1 brass idol from bazaar Khyber
3 black stone idols from bazaar Khyber
Expended on topes Khurd Kabul
Hire [transport] of coins &co. to Multan
Packages &co.
Coins purchased since the 15 October
particulars noted on the other side

Rs 780.3.0

5
5
3
1
1
1
13
57
216
73
2632
10
6

3040

39.4.0
50.0.0
2.0.0
Rs 2065.6.0

Silver rings, ornaments &co.
35
Engraved gems
9
Plain gems
6
Other stones, figures, beads &co.
39
Yeshm or gemstone with Persian inscription
1
__________________________________________

380.8.0
Rs 2446.2.0

F526/1d Particulars of coins &c. procured from the bazaar of Kabul
from 8 November 1837 to 30 June 1838.

(A true copy)
(Signed) Henry Pottinger, Resident in Kutch

Gold coins
Kanerki [Kanishka] family
1
Nagari Pala family [Muhammad bin Sam
6
Lakshmi issues?]
Muhammadan
1
Total gold coins 8

Gold coins
[Wima] Kadphises
Kanerki family [Kanishka]
Mithraic [Kanishka, Huvishka: Prinsep 1836, pp.
639–43, pl. XXXVI.1–9]
Nagari Pala Dynasty
Hindu Kanauj family
Parthian (forgery?)
Kufic
Other Muhammadan
Total gold coins
Silver coins Bactrian &co.
Euthydemus
5
Menander
1
Apollodotus
3
Heliocles
1
Philoxenus
1
Antialcidas
1
Hermaeus
7
Hermaeus (Hercules type)
1
Unknown names
7
Parthian
2
Roman
1
Kufic & Muhammadan
139
Rajput [Hindu Shahi]
40
Punch[mark]ed coins
33
Minute coins
16
Horse & arrow coin
1
Sasanian &co.
64
Total silver coins

Silver coins: Bactrian &c.
Menander
Apollodotus
Eucratides

Silver ornaments
Engraved gems
Copper coins – Sasanian, Kufic, Arabic &
Mongol

Up to 15 October 1837
3 November 1837
8 May 1838
24 June 1838
Total

780.3.0
147.0.0
571.9.0
84.0.0
Rs 1582.12.0

Collections
Gold
October 1837 Coins
– June 1838

Silver
Coins

Copper
Coins

Copper Seals, Silver Gems
Rings,
Rings Beads
Figures &co.

[15 Oct]
[8 May]
[24 June]
Total

3087
2898
142
6127

30345
20689
1800
52834

626
816
148
1590

–
7
1
8

46

–
32
–
32

–
53
4
57

Up to 24 June 1838; left Peshawar about 20 October or after.
Copies to Mr Charles Masson, Kabul
___________________________________________
F526/1c Particulars of coins collected from Begram since 15 October
1837 to 30 June 1838.

7
4
6

1
1
1
36
1
1
7
6
54

31

324

2
9
678
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Yeshm or gemstone ornament with Persian
inscriptions

1

Brass antiques:
Throne or chair [find-spot not known]
1
Circular ornament with figure of Hanuman 1
Square ornament – has nothing in particular 1
Elephants with mahouts
1
Lion
1
Total brass antiques 6
___________________________________________
F526/1e Coins &co. forwarded from Kabul by C. Masson
Collections from Begram

Coins
1833
1834
1835
1836
1837
1838

Silver
13
–
–
3500
3087
3040

Copper
1865
1930
2500
–
30345
22489

This account very imperfectly sets forth the extent of the
Begram collections as to silver and copper coins. The
numbers of silver coins for 1835 and 1836 I cannot learn from
the lists furnished to me (my own having been lost at Kabul)
and the collections of 1838 only include coins up to the
month of May of that year, whereas the collections
continued to October. Allowing moderately for these
collections the aggregate of coins procured from Begram
from 1833 to 1838 will not be less than silver coins 7500 [and]
copper coins 80,000. Besides these a few gold coins,
engraved stones, and a vast number of miscellaneous articles
were obtained – the numbers of each variety I cannot state
from the lists, which yet enable me to set down some of them
by which the remainder may be inferred.
___________________________________________
P/388/58 24–5–1837 Bombay Political Proceedings, 4 April
1838, No. 1440
Sir,
1. I have been favoured with your letter of the 15 March
1837 intimating you having dispatched to the care of Jeshan
Mall Shikarpuri at Multan one box and 2 packages
containing various antique reliques, coins, papers, &co., the
property of the Bombay Government with directions to
forward them to me. On the same date I received a letter from
Jeshan Mall, advising me of the packages in question having
reached him, and requesting instructions as to their disposal.
As I am now proceeding to Multan on my way to Dera Ghazi
Khan, where I expect to meet Capt. Burnes, Asst Resident in
Kutch I have desired Jeshan Mall to retain the packages until
my arrival, when I will take charge of them for him, and on
meeting Capt. Burnes, consult that Officer as to the best
mode of forwarding them with safety to their destination.
2. The letter to Jeshan Mall from his corresponding at
Kabul, has been this day forwarded to him, and your own
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letter to the address of Col. Pottinger has been sent by the
same opportunity under cover to Capt. Burnes.
I have the honour to be &co.
(Signed) F. Mackeson
British Agent [Peshawar]
Camp on Chenab, 24 May 1837
___________________________________________
My dear Sir,
On my arrival at Multan I was waited on by the merchant
who has charge of the boxes you sent for Colonel Pottinger. I
desired him to retain charge of them until he heard again for
yourself or me. I hoped to have had an opportunity of
forwarding the boxes to Hyderabad by the return of fleet of
Captain Burnes’s mission but as his boats were hired at
Bawalpur, and there was no reasonable person going back
with them beyond Mithankot, I did not avail myself of the
opportunity. A boat has lately left Ludhiana with a cargo for
Shikarpur and Hyderabad, I propose writing to the
merchant at Multan, to forward your boxes to the care of
Lala Khob Chund, Shikarpuri at Bawalpur, and the agent of
the Ludhiana merchants, going in charge of the boat, will
receive charge of them from Khob Chund, and deliver them
over to Lala Asanand* (*Jeth Anund?) at Hyderabad. Let me
know without loss of time, if you approve of this
arrangement, and I will send the necessary instructions to
my Munshi (Mufti Khair ud-din) at Mithankot, to see it
carried with effect.
Believe me yours truly
(Signed) F. Mackeson
Attock 5 August [1837]
(True Copies)
(Signed) Charles Masson, (signed) Henry Pottinger
___________________________________________
P/389/18 10–9–1839 Bombay Political Proceedings, 23
October–13 November 1839, No. 4870
Bombay Castle, 13 November 1839, Political Consultations
31
Extracts of letters under dates 7 November 1837, 8 May, 24
June, 22 July, 10 September and 8 October 1838 from Mr
Masson to Colonel Pottinger.
7 November 1837
On the 15th ultimo I dispatched by Samad Khan Lohari, for
delivery to Jeshan Mall Shikarpuri of Multan, three
packages cases in leather, containing the collections of coins
&co. made during the present year up to the time of
dispatch, the particulars of which are detailed in the
accompanying statement and account. Since I have made
further purchases of coins, account of which is also handed.
The gross amount expended since the dispatch of the last
account in October of last year you will observe to be Rs
2446.2.0 which added to the sum before expended Rs
4505.6.5 makes a total of Rs 6951.8.5, leaving on the sum of
Rs 7200 (including the Rs 500 realised by Drafts on Captain
Wade) a balance in my hands to be further expended of Rs
248.3.1 of Kabul currency.

I have been unable to direct my attention this year as I
could have wished to unexamined topes, some of which
might have been accessible, my connection with Captain
Wade having improved into my having been directed by
him to make weekly reports instead of monthly ones as
formerly. Six of those structures at a spot called Khurd
Kabul, I sent my young men to, and opened at trifling
expense, but the results being only 2 copper coins, whether
owing to the absence of other relics, or to the precipitation
with which, I can suppose, the operations were gone
through, induced me not to trust such objects to the chances
which from want of my personal attendance or direction,
they are exposed to.
In coins, a vast collection has been made. The gold and
silver coins from the bazar Kabul are all more or less
valuable, and in the inferior series of Sasanian, Rajput &co.,
have generally selected coins, the ordinary ones which have
formerly been sent in great numbers having been mostly
rejected. Among the engraved gems are some I hope very
good and some have their value enhanced by inscriptions.
Of the Begram coins generally, they have yielded some new
specimens, and among the seals and ornamental figures
found at that place, are some curious ones, which I suspected
will be esteemed equally with coins, most of the seals having
figures cut into them.
Although in a former favour you gave a preference to the
sum of money with me, being expended in the examination
of topes, rather than in the collection of coins, my inability to
direct my attention to the former objects, decided me to
continue it to the latter, as to gold and silver coins and
engraved gems, in the purchase of which the greater part of
the sum expended this year, has been laid out. I believe,
there can be but one opinion, that it would be a pity to let
them slip by. The copper coins, whether from Kabul or
Begram I believe are become of comparatively little value,
but as long as new specimens are yielded by them, I am not
certain that there is harm in collecting them. The whole of
whatever collections can be made will scarcely allow of a
perfect series of coins, and can only allow of one such series
to be made, embracing the unique coins, and there will
probably be always specimens which will remain unique: for
instance, a coin of Diomedes found in 1834 has not yet been
paired; the owl reverse coin of Menander, which I find has
gained attention in Europe, has only this year been matched
with a duplicate; and there are still two or three coins of this
prince among those sent which continue unique, and this
year’s collection adds another, as it does also of Eucratides
and I am glad to say, a very fine copper coin of Demetrius.
Besides the formation of our complete series of these
coins, the numerous minor series, which may be arranged,
whether for presentation to domestic and foreign cabinets, or
for exchange with them, will, I trust, prevent the great
collection of copper coins from being deemed unwise or even
disadvantageous, while for the grand object of historical
elucidation, the more collected, the better.
In March last, Mr Prinsep’s supposing the Government
intended to make me no farther advances, remitted me
through Mallard of Lahore Rs 500 to continue collections
for him, or to the extent of the sum remitted. I of course
returned the draft, and note the circumstance to confirm my

opinion, that no harm has been done in prosecuting the
search for coins at Begram and if it should be thought there
has, that there is a ready means of transfer, or disposal of
them.
Among the 3900 copper coins received from Begram,
since I dispatched the packages by Samad Khan on 15th
Ultimo, are still a few of novel type, and two very good coins:
one of Agathocles, about whom much discussion has arisen
in Europe, being beautiful circular coin, of a very different
nature from the uncouth square coins, hitherto found of
him; the other, a copper coin [of ] Antimachus, unique I
believe. Still, as the presence of a few unexceptionable coins
in a large parcel, may, or may not, be judged to
counterbalance the comparatively useless remainder, I shall
be very willing that further collections of copper coins be
made on my account, even including the parcels from
Begram since 15th Ultimo, when I will still forward to you all
rare and unique specimens like those above alluded to,
provided I learn from you, that there has been preserved of
those already dispatched a complete series of coins,
comprising every type and variety of type, for reference to
whether in the museum of the India House, or in that of
Great Britain. So long as new coins reward research, I
cannot bring myself to forego its prosecution, but it would be
quite unfair to expend Government money on purposes the
utility of which admits of question. Therefore your reply will
decide whether I shall consider the Begram collections since
the 15 October, as made in my proper account, or that of the
Government. In the former case, the sums expended for
them of Rs 147 will have to be added to the balance of Rs
248.3.1, making a sum still in my hands of Rs 391.3.1 to be
laid out.
To the gold and silver coins purchased at Kabul since 15
October, I think no objections can be made, chance having
given five fine silver coins of Euthydemus, and a most superb
gold coin of [Wima] Kadphises: coins not found every day
and very valuable.
___________________________________________
P/388/58 4–4–1838 Bombay Political Proceedings, 4 April 1838,
No. 1441
From J.P. Willoughby Esquire, Secretary to Government
To The Secretary with the Right Honourable the Governor
General of India
No. 1441, Camp,
4 April 1838
Sir,
1. I am directed by the Right Honourable the Governor
in Council, to transmit for the purpose of being laid before
the Right Honourable the Governor General of India, the
accompanying copy of a dispatch from the Resident in
Kutch dated the 26 January last, and to request that this
Government may be favoured with the wishes of his
Lordship relative to the coins alluded to in the second
paragraph thereof, as having been collected by Mr Masson
since the 15 October 1837 and whether any measures should
be adopted for adding them to the former collections which
have been made by that gentleman on account of
Government.
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2. With regard to paragraph 4 of the Resident’s
communications, I am directed respectfully to observe that
it may perhaps appear expedient to His Lordship to issue
orders to secure that the valuable collections of coins and
reliques therein adverted to, may be carefully looked after.
I have the honour to be
(Signed) J.P. Willoughby
Secretary to Government, Bombay Castle
___________________________________________
E/4/1062 Bombay Dispatches, 5 January–31 May 1838, No.
67, pp. 789–839.
Bombay Political Department, 2 May, No. 7 of 1838.
Mr Masson’s Collections
1. We have received your letter of the 24 January 1837,
forwarding copies of proceedings relating to Mr Masson’s
researches into the antiquities of Afghanistan and
announcing the dispatch of a portion of his collections. Also
your letter of the 26 April 1837 apprising us of the receipt of a
further supply of similar articles and of your intention to
send them to England.
2. The antiquities &co. referred to in these
communications have been subsequently received and
compared with the particulars accompanying them and
have been found to be accurately described. A third supply
alluded to in an extract in Kutch of the 18 January 1837, as
being on its way from Kabul, from whence it was dispatched
in October 1836, had not reached you at the date of your last
communication. We propose on the present occasion to
revise your proceedings on this subject with a view to your
further guidance.
3. It appears from the dates attached to his collections
that Mr Masson engaged in opening the buildings mounds
known by the name of Topes in the Punjab and Afghanistan
and in extracting from them coins and antiquities. Also in
searching for similar reliquaries in the country about Kabul
and Peshawar, and in purchasing them in the bazaars of
those towns and their vicinity early in the year 1833, at his
own expense and risk, and on his own account. Finding his
unaided means inadequate to the prosecution of his
researches, and reluctant to dispose of the products of his
labours to the French Officers in the service of Maharaja
Ranjit Singh, although offered by them a considerable
pecuniary advantage, Mr Masson determined to apply for
assistance to your Government, in the hope that you would
think it desirable to preserve the articles he had collected for
the East India Company. He accordingly early in 1834
addressed Colonel Pottinger, the Resident in Kutch, on the
subject, proposing to collect information and relics of
antiquity in the neighbourhood of Kabul on account of the
Government of Bombay, if he was able to defray the cost of
the articles and charge of collection. His application was
submitted to you by the Resident and you very properly
determined to furnish the funds then required. An advance
of 1500 rupees was authorised by you to be made to Mr
Masson to enable him to proceed with his enquiries, and you
directed Colonel Pottinger to take charge of and forward
any articles transmitted to him by Mr Masson on account of
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the Government. A report of his proceedings was shortly
after forwarded by Mr Masson with his intimation to
transmit the antiquities which he had collected. In
forwarding those particulars for our information you bore
testimony to the liberal manner in which Mr Masson
communicated the information of which he was in
possession and to public spirit with which he transferred to
you the curiosities he had gathered (X: collected).
4. In your letter of the 11 March 1835 you noticed the
receipt of other communications from Mr Masson, as well as
the sanction given by the Governor General of India in
Council to a further grant of 1000 rupees. You were at the
same time apprised by the Supreme Government that the
Political Agent at Ludhiana had been previously authorised
to correspond with Mr Masson and you in correspondence
instructed him through Colonel Pottinger to address himself
in future to Captain Wade on all subjects connected with the
researches in which he was then engaged.
5. In your next communication on this subject dated 31
December 1835 (No. 62 of 1835, §§ 73–80) you notice the
misunderstanding which had arisen, out of these
instructions with respect, on the one hand to the
correspondence between Mr Masson and Colonel Pottinger,
and on the other between him and Captain Wade. This
misunderstanding is more fully illustrated explained in the
enclosures of your letter of the 24 January 1837, but it does
not require any more particular notice. The arrangement
finally sanctioned by the Supreme Government as intimated
in § 76 of your letter of the 31 December 1835, has obviated
the risk of the recurrence of any interference of authority by
making Mr Masson’s correspondence with Captain Wade
mainly political, and that with Colonel Pottinger literary
and antiquarian. This arrangement being most agreeable to
Mr Masson and having been requested by Colonel
Pottinger, is also most convenient with reference to the most
ready route for the transmission of the antiquities to England
by way of Bombay. Your dispatch of the 31 December 1835
forwarded extracts from Mr Masson’s letters and
memoranda detailing his proceedings and showing how the
first advance of 1500 rupees had been expended with respect
to the second grant of 1000 rupees, Mr Masson was
authorised by the Supreme Government to appropriate one
half of it to his personal expenses, but as in the meantime he
had been employed by the British Government in a
recognised office with a salary of 250 rupees a month from
January 1835, it was intimated that advances of this nature
would not thereafter be considered necessary.
Communication of this determination was made by you to
the Resident in Kutch on the 28 May 1835.
6. On the 9 March and 2 April 1836 the Resident in
Kutch addressed you on the subject of Mr Masson’s
researches, and forwarded extracts from that gentleman’s
letters to him from which you inferred that he was labouring
under difficulties arising out of his resignation of his
appointment and the expense attending his investigations.
You therefore forwarded the extracts to the Government of
India on 28 June 1836, and stated that ‘although deeply
feeling for Mr Masson’s situation nothing further occurred
to you than to refer his unhappy case to the Supreme
Government’. In reply, the Government of India informed

you that ‘as Mr Masson was still employed as Political
Newswriter in Afghanistan he was not in so unhappy a state
as otherwise he might appear to be in. At the same time the
Governor General in Council would regret if the
antiquarian researches of Mr Masson should be checked by
the want of pecuniary means and would leave it to the
Government in Council at Bombay with his knowledge of
the former collections made by him, and of the value which
the Court of Directors might have put upon them to
determine whether a further advance of 2000 rupees might
not be made with justice to Mr Masson, and advantage to
the service’. The Governor General of India in Council,
here, evidently presuming that some of the collections made
by Mr Masson in the three years preceding, had not only
come into your possession, but had been forwarded to us and
received our acknowledgement.
7. It was not however until a subsequent date that Mr
Masson’s collections arrived at Bombay. The coins and other
articles collected in the years 1833 and 1834, were received
by the Resident in Kutch in May 1836 and forwarded by him
to you on the 13 October following, accompanied by a
descriptive list and a memorandum of expenses.
8. A letter from the Resident in Kutch dated the 1
October 1836, apprised you that Mr Masson had drawn on
him for 1000 rupees, and he requested to know to what
extent Mr Masson was to be allowed to go in the purchase of
coins and curiosities of the character of those of which he
was engaged in the search. The Resident also referred to the
5th paragraph of his letter of the 2 April 1836 in which he
had applied for the like instructions. On this occasion you
took into consideration the references made to you by the
Government of India with regard to the expedience of
making a further advance of 2000 rupees and determined to
apply again to the Supreme Government in order to be
made acquainted more distinctly with its wishes on the
subject of the instructions to be given to the Resident in
Kutch and to suggest that should a further advance be
sanctioned, the amount ought to be debited to the
Government of India, not to that of Bombay. A letter was
accordingly written, by you to Bengal to this effect, 19
November 1836.
9. In reply the Governor General in Council of India
authorised the advance of a sum not exceeding 2000 rupees
inclusive of the 1000 already paid by Colonel Pottinger on
Mr Masson’s draft, chargeable to the Supreme Government,
provided always that the Governor in Council of Bombay
considered the value of the articles justified the
disbursement. On the latter head, you observed in your
reply 30 January 1837, that it was difficult to say what was the
value of Mr Masson’s collections and that this point would
be best ascertained in Europe. Accordingly the Governor in
Council of India remarks, 20 February 1837, that ‘whilst
regarding the grant of 2000 rupees as advisable, yet with
regard to further advances the Honourable the Court of
Directors will probably issue such instructions as they may
deem proper with reference to the value which may be
placed in Europe upon Mr Masson’s researches’.
10. On the 24 December 1836 Colonel Pottinger
forwarded to Bombay a second collection of coins and
antiquities made by Mr Masson during 1835 and dispatched

from Kabul on the 30 November 1836. These have arrived in
England. Another parcel is announced in a letter from the
Resident in Kutch dated 18 January 1837, as being on its way
from Kabul, but they had not then reached him. They were
dispatched in October 1836, a statement of them
accompanies a letter from Mr Masson to Colonel Pottinger
dated 30 November, and is forwarded with the Resident’s
letter to you of the 18 January following.
[The two packages and dates have been confused here.
The first package containing the 1833–4 collections was sent
by Masson from Kabul on 11 December 1834; reached
Pottinger in May 1836, was forwarded to Bombay on 13
October 1836 and had arrived in London by the beginning
of May 1838. The parcel of 1835 finds was sent from Kabul
on18 October 1836, only reached Pottinger in May 1838 and
was forwarded to Bombay in September 1838. From there it
was shipped to Calcutta in December, exhibited at the
Asiatic Society in January 1839, finally arriving in London
in March 1840].
11. In your letter of the 24 January 1837, you call our
attention to the memorandum of your Chief Secretary dated
1 December 1836 in the capacity of President of a Committee
appointed to examine the articles not received by Mr
Masson – you suggest that we should request one or more of
the persons named by Mr Wathen* (*Prof. Wilson, the
Baron de Lacy, Mr Burnay, Mr Raske) to inspect the
collection and give his or their opinion respecting the
renumeration to be made to Mr Masson.
12. In reply to this suggestion we have to remark that we
look upon it as somewhat premature to take into
consideration Mr Masson’s personal claims until the general
questions which you and the Government of India have
made to await our decision shall have been determined
– namely the value of what has been collected as compared
with the outlay incurred, and the desirableness of continuing
any disbursements for the prosecution of the same objects
[note added in pencil. ‘We had better stop, I think’].
13. You have not submitted to us any notice of the
expenditure incurred upon the collections, and the
memorandum furnished by Mr Masson are occasional and
imperfect. The authorised advances have been 4500 rupees
in sums of 1500, 1000 and 2000 rupees. Of the latter sum one
half had not been called for at the date of your last advices
and the other half had been laid out in the purchase of gold
Kufic coins and reliquaries, which we have not yet received
and articles in our possession, therefore it is to be inferred
have cost 2500 rupees.
14. An exact appreciation of the value of articles like those
which are the subject of our observations is utterly
impracticable. It depends upon arbitrary and fanciful
notions of their rarity and curiosity, and the degree of
interest which individuals or public institutions may at any
particular moment happen to attach to their possession. It
may be doubted therefore, if the persons named by Mr
Wathen could be regarded as competent authorities with
regard to the value of the articles in question; nor would it be
very convenient for us to take the opinion of such as are
resident abroad. It is not however necessary to consult them
as we have already received from Professor Wilson, who is
now our Librarian, and in charge of Coins and Antiquities
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in our Museum, the expression of his belief that, even
considered in a pecuniary view alone, the collection is worth
much more than the sum which it has cost. We are therefore
satisfied that the outlay has been fully justified by the value
of the articles which it has procured.
15. With regard to future advances, we are disposed to
give them our sanction to such an extent, and for such a term
as shall appear to be equally advantageous with the past. In
proportion, however, as Mr Masson protracts his researches
they will of course become less productive and consequently
will be less expensive. It is our wish that the field of his
labours should be as wide as is compatible with his official
duties, and that it should be investigated as fully as possible
[Note added in pencil: ‘Better stop – we are not collectors
nor antiquarians. Bactrian-Kufic and other coins may no
doubt assist in throwing a light on history; but this is out of
our way’] but with respect to much of the probable products
and especially of coins, it will become every day more
necessary for him to adopt a principle of selection, and not
multiply on our account at least, specimens indefinitely. His
purchases should be restricted to new or unusually perfect
specimens, and as these are not likely to be very numerous,
the cost of their acquisition cannot be very heavy. Subject to
this limitation, which Mr Masson’s own knowledge and
experience will best enable him to observe, we authorise
your defraying the expense of his collections as heretofore
until you may see reason to withhold such assistance, or
receive instructions from us to that effect. To enable us
however to apprehend more readily the advantage of
continuing to incur a charge on this account, we direct that
the articles collected, be transmitted to us with the least
possible delay. The collections made by Mr Masson in
1833–4 and 1835 reached us only in the middle and end of
1837. A longer interval than [that] may again be necessary.
Part of it was no doubt well employed by Mr Masson in the
careful examination of the articles, and the preparation of
those descriptions, and deductions which he has published in
the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. Mr Masson will
always hold himself at liberty to publish such observations
upon the results of his researches, as he thinks creditable to
himself or beneficial to the public, and may detain his
collections in his own keeping for any reasonable period
requisite for such publication.
16. As Mr Masson’s engagement with you, originating in
his own proposal, was to collect coins and antiquities on the
account of the Bombay Government if furnished with the
requisite funds, and as, during some portion of the time that
he has been occupied, he has been employed in the public
service, a claim for renumeration cannot in strictness be set
up. In justice to Mr Masson, we must observe that he has not
advanced any such claim, and it is evident from the tenor of
his correspondence with Colonel Pottinger, that his own
views of pecuniary profit are confined to the expectation of
what may be realised from the successful publication of his
own memoirs, journals and descriptions of the antiquities he
has met with. As far as the latter are concerned, we
apprehend he would be disappointed, for they must be
illustrated by engravings to be intelligible or interesting, and
the expense of such a work would probably leave little profit
from its sale. We have therefore resolved to undertake this
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ourselves, and to defray the cost of publishing an illustrated
description of the antiquities &co. which Mr Masson and
others have recently discovered in Afghanistan and the
Punjab, to be prepared and superintended by Professor
Wilson. At the same time in order to secure to Mr Masson
the utmost advantage which he might promise to himself
from such a publication, we have resolved that 300 copies,
out of the 500 of which the edition is to consist, shall be
placed at the disposal of Mr Masson’s mother in testimony of
our approbation of the services rendered by her son, in the
prosecution of his researches.
17. We do not propose however, by the adoption of this
measure to preclude all further consideration of Mr
Masson’s services, and we are of opinion that in addition to
the price paid for the articles he has sent, or may send to us
he is entitled to be reimbursed all personal expenses,
actually incurred by himself, in collecting the antiquities or
superintending their collection, and to a reasonable
consideration for his time and trouble. A donation of 2500
rupees will perhaps be the most convenient mode of
disposing of all claims on these accounts up to the present
period.
We are your loving friends,
(Signed) J.L. Lushington, R. Jenkins, W. Astell, W.S. Clarke,
W. Young, R. Ellice, J. Masterman, J. Cotton, J.P. Muspratt,
H. Shank, J. Thornhill, J.R. Carnac, W.B. Bayley, C. Mills.
London, 2 May 1838
___________________________________________
[E161/VII f. 38] Extract from Masson to Pottinger, 24
June 1838 (quoted in P/389/18 10–9–1839 Bombay Political
Proceedings, 23 October–13 November 1839, No. 4870).
Since my last I have increased my purchases of coins &co. to
the extent of Rs 161.9.0 which will leave Rs 198.10.1 of the Rs
500 drawn on Capt. Wade to be expended and I have sent
two of my young men to Kabul with Rs 300 to secure, if
possible, the coins coming from Turkestan.
Coins &co. collected since 8 May 1838
From

Gold Silver Copper Copper Engraved
Cost
Seals
gems
Kabul
9
22
–
–
1
74.9.0
Begram
1
142 1800
148
3
84.0.0
Total
10
164 1800
148
4
158.9.0
From Peshawar 1 silver Azes & 1 engraved agate
3.0.0
Rs 161.9.0
__________________________________________
[E161/VII f. 39] Extract from Masson to Pottinger, 22 July
1838 (quoted in P/389/18 10–9–1839 Bombay Political
Proceedings, 23 October–13 November 1839, No. 4870).
In a letter to your address of the 24th Ultimo, I noted the
amount remaining to be expended by me as Rs 198.10.1.
Since which I have purchased two good Indo-Scythic coins
of gold for Rs 40 leaving Rs 158.10.1 to be further disbursed. I
have not heard of what my young men at Kabul and Begram
have purchased, and, as I have written before to you,

although I expect their purchases will greatly exceed the
amount I furnished them with, yet I shall not draw upon you
until I positively know it. Yet when I do, I shall venture to
draw even should I not have heard from you, but only to the
extent of the excess, I being, as I shall presently show you,
very uncertain as to my future movements.
I am happy to hear of the arrival at Bhuj of the packages
of 1836. I had been apprised that [they] had been opened on
delivery to Khair ud-din, the agent at Bawalpur and [was]
much astounded, as Lieutenant Mackeson, at least, had
recognised them previously. However the fault, I apprehend,
is not with the Multan authorities.
___________________________________________
[E161/VII f. 40] Extract from Masson to Pottinger, 10
September 1838 (quoted in P/389/18 10–9–1839 Bombay
Political Proceedings, 23 October–13 November 1839, No.
4870).
On the close of July my man sent to Kabul returned to me,
but without having succeeded in making the purchases from
Turkestan I had hoped for, the Hindu to whom he looked
having not appeared with the spring Kalifa although his
goods were sent by it. My young man, however, brought with
him 15 gold coins, 140 silver coins and [an ?] engraved gem,
which with 4 gold and a parcel of 20 to 30 silver coins (these
latter I have not received – having been entrusted to a man
expected here daily) he procured in the bazaar of Kabul for
the sum of Rs 269.0.0.
By this purchase I have exceeded the amount due from
me, but I do not send the account until I receive the coins,
before mentioned, and, others that another of my men who
has been in Kabul for the last three months may have
collected from Begram and the city, and whom I have
recalled as I may expect myself to move shortly. I cannot
calculate what the amount of these may be, but whatever it
is, I shall have no occasion now to draw on you while the
coins &co. I shall retain on hand for disposal after farther
consultation with you, and bring them on with the rest to
Shikarpur.
___________________________________________
[E161/VII f. 41] Extract from Masson to Pottinger, 8
October 1838 (quoted in P/389/18 10–9–1839 Bombay
Political Proceedings, 23 October–13 November 1839, No.
4870).
I fear that should you have written since 10 August, your
letters may cross or miss me. My next shall be from
Ludhiana and will apprise you how I have sent the coins
&co. now with me or whether I shall bring them myself. In
my last I noted that I had purchased to the amount of Rs 100
above the last Rs 1000. I have since increased the amount in
excess to Rs 270 and have got among other things an
excellent silver Alexander and silver Lysias.
(True extract)
(Signed) Henry Pottinger
Resident in Kutch
___________________________________________

P/389/1 16–8–1838 Bombay Political Proceedings, 7–21
November 1838, No. 5692
Bombay Castle, 21 November 1838
Political Consultations no. 48.
From P.M. Melvill Esquire, Acting Assistant Resident in
Charge
To J.P. Willoughby Esquire, Secretary to Government
Bombay
16 August 1838, No. 5692
Sir,
I have the honour to transmit for the purpose of being laid
before the honourable, the Governor in Council, copy of a
letter to my address from Col. Pottinger, together with two
enclosures, explaining the present state of Mr Masson’s
financial connexion with this Residency.
I beg leave at the same time, to respectfully report that I
have forwarded a packet to Mr Masson’s address, under
cover to Capt. Burnes, in which I have communicated the
necessary portions of the dispatch of the Honourable the
Court of Directors which accompanied Mr Secretary
Resident’s letter of the 16th ultimo, and I have also requested
Mr Masson to draw from the Resident in Kutch for 2500
rupees, at any time, and in any manner, that may best suit
his convenience.
I have the honour to be,
(Signed) P.M. Melvill
Acting Assistant Resident in Charge, Bhuj Residency
16 August 1838
___________________________________________
No. 5692 cont.
No. 88 of 1838 Political Department
To Captain Melvill, Assistant Resident in Charge, Bhuj
Sir,
1. I have the honour to transmit to you for the purpose of
being forwarded for the information of the Honourable the
Governor in Council, extracts of a letter from Mr Masson
dated the 8 May last, also a copy of the memorandum
alluded to in one of those extracts.
2. These documents reached me some time before I left
Bhuj, but in the pressure of other business I could not attend
to them.
3. Since the date of Mr Masson’s letter, I have intimated
to that gentleman officially that the sum of Rs 500 which he
describes to be ‘floating’ has been sanctioned by
Government, and therefore the only sum unadjusted, and
rather I should say unauthorised, is the Rs 1000 for which he
drew on me in January last. It has been recently paid out of
the Treasury at Bhuj, and now awaits the final commands of
Government. I may add, that I should immediately have
placed it to my own personal debt, but I have done so twice
before, and have been ordered afterwards to repay myself,
and charge the advance to the Government of India.
4. It will be observed, that Mr Masson writes under an
impression that the collection of coins &co. had ceased on
account of Government. This arises from my having written
to him, that no further advances would be made until the
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pleasure of the Honourable the Court of Directors should be
ascertained, and it was to enable him, in the interim to
secure any valuable or unique, coins or specimens that I
begged him to draw on me for Rs 1000.
5. I take this opportunity to annex for your notice a part
of my private letter to Mr Masson of the 10th Instant, which
I sent to you to enclose to him in your Public Dispatch:
My letter of the 4 June will have told you that the packages
sent by you from Kabul in October 1836 only reached Bhuj
in May last. I have examined them since I last wrote, and
found them all right. I have also opened and looked at your
[notes] and sketches, which are in excellent order and far
more extensive and full than I had anticipated from the way
in which you spoke of them. I have had them sewn up again,
and leave them here (at Bhuj) in charge of Captain Melvill
until you signify to him your sanction to their being
forwarded to Bombay ‘en route’ to England, to be used in
the proposed publication. I am aware, that many of the
scraps of writing, poetry &co. were never intended by you to
meet the public eye (I mean the eye of strangers or perhaps
indeed any but your own), but on a hasty glance over them, I
saw nothing that you need object to be seen, and much that
did you great credit, as showing your habits of reflection,
and indefatigable spirit of observation and record. Were I to
be here when your reply to this dispatch can return to this
place, I would offer to make a selection from the papers, and
I am sure Captain Melvill will most gladly do so, if you wish
it, but I repeat my opinion, that you should let the whole go
home, and give orders that all the manuscripts and
correspondence which may not be required by the
gentleman who is to be entrusted with the arrangement of
‘the Book’, shall be made over to your friends.
As the season for communication by sea with Bombay is
now closed, your manuscripts could not have been sent off
sooner, even had you desired that to be done, but I beg you
will transmit an early reply regarding them to Captain
Melvill, to whom I have communicated the purport of this
letter’.
6. You will understand from the preceding extracts, that I
do not conceive myself authorised to forward Mr Masson’s
private manuscripts to Government in their present state,
without that gentleman’s previous consent, but the reference,
which has now been made can be productive of no serious
unavoidable delay.
I have the honour to be &co.
(Signed) Henry Pottinger
Resident in Sind
___________________________________________
No. 5692 cont. [E161/VII f. 34] Extract of a letter from Mr
Masson, dated at Peshawar 8 May 1838
I find from your last letters that the collections for the
Government were to cease, and also that you sanctioned me
to draw on you for Rs 1000. I had anticipated it, and had
drawn that amount chiefly to meet the purchase of coins
from Turkestan, which I had commissioned some Hindus
who went there last winter to procure. One of them, a long
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time since, wrote that he had 17 golden, and a number of
silver coins, which if true, up to this time he must have got
many more. These Hindus were to reach Kabul by the
second Kafila [caravan] of the season, but when we left, the
first had not made its appearance. I left three of my servants
at Kabul to make arrangements respecting these coins and
other matters, and I expect they will be with me in a few
days. The whole of the coins and co. before purchased, as
advised by you in last November, with all that I have since
procured I have brought with me to Peshawar, and I send an
account of them herewith. You will observe that the Rs 1000
has been nearly expended, but I need not draw farther upon
you, especially in my momentary unsettled situation, as for
the first time since I have been in these countries, I have had
my arrears of salary paid up, and now receive pay regularly.
I find that I am compelled to send you a memorandum
rather than an account of my purchases up to this time,
unless I delayed this letter; however a fuller statement shall
accompany my next which shall be sent so soon as I am
acquainted with the Government’s instructions as to our
further stay at Peshawar. In this memorandum, the amounts
are correct; but I think it probable that three gold Kufic and
17 or 18 silver coins procured at Kabul, a day or two before I
left Kabul may not be included in the totals of coins
procured from Kabul. Although I am not certain, you will
note, that rupees 1348.4 has been expended since 15 October
1837, including rupees 380.8 the coins &co. purchased, with
which [you] desired me to consider as unconnected with the
Government in your last official letter, but as excluding this
amount, I shall, up to the 15 October 1837 have expended
only rupees 6571.11.5 on [the] Government account. There
will yet be a sum of rupees 128.11.1 remaining to complete the
total of the Government advances rupees 6700 which sum I
have therefore deducted in the memorandum, and have also
made another deduction of rupees 1080 amount in Kabul
currency, of the draft I this year ventured to draw upon you
for rupees 1000, when a balance upon the whole affair
remains in my favour of rupees 139.4.5. This balance in the
course of 2 or 3 days will be increased to about rupees 300,
and should I be lucky enough to get the Turkestan coins will
be doubled or trebled. Still there is the sum of Rs 500, drawn
from Captain Wade floating and which as I certainly
received, I must as certainly account for in some manner. He
has never written to me one word about it, nor do [I] really
know how he looks upon the transaction, nor am I better
informed as to the light in which you view it, beyond what
you note in your last favour, that you have not carried it to
account. I make these remarks as I am anxious to learn from
you whether I shall repay the sum to him.
I am compelled to close this letter in haste, Captain
Burnes being about to send off his packets, and therefore
have the honour to remain, Sir, your most obliged and
obedient servant.
(True extracts)
(Signed) Charles Masson, Henry Pottinger
[Pencilled note]:

Government advances
Colonel Pottinger
Wade

Rs 6700
Rs 1000
Rs 500
Rs 8200
Rs 270
Rs 8470

£ 847
£ 500
£1347
______________________________________
[E161/VII f. 36] Memorandum of coins &co. procured from Kabul
and Begram since the 15 October 1837 by Charles Masson, and now in
his possession at Peshawar
From bazaar Kabul
Coins
Gold
As advised 8 Nov. 10
Since procured
35
[8 May 1838]

Silver
101
200

Copper
The number cannot be
ascertained at the
moment

Total

301

–

45

[E161/VII f. 37] Sum expended by Charles Masson in
excess to the Government advances of Rs 6700 through
Colonel Pottinger and the draft of Rs 1000 on Colonel
Pottinger drawn by Charles Masson the present year 1838
but exclusive of Rs 500 drawn by Charles Masson on
Captain Wade in 1834.
(A true copy, signed) C. Masson
Peshawar 8 May 1838
(True copies, signed) Henry Pottinger,
P.M. Melvill, Acting Assistant Resident in Charge
___________________________________________
P/389/1 28–9–1838 Bombay Political Proceedings, 7–21
November 1838, No. 5693
Bombay Castle, 21 November 1838, Political Consultations
no. 48.
Memorandum by the Political Secretary dated 28
September 1838.

1. Under the latitude allowed this Government in the 15th
paragraph of the Honourable Court’s letter, dated the 2 May
Miscellaneous
Engraved Brass
Ornaments
last, the advance of 1000 rupees alluded to in the third
gems
antiques silver yeshm
paragraph of Colonel Pottinger’s letter to Captain Melvill
As advised 8 Nov. 6
3
–
–
may be sanctioned and debited to the Government of India
Since procured
2
3
2
1
who should be accordingly informed. The expenditure of Rs
500 has been already sanctioned under the authority of the
Total
8
6
2
1
Right Honourable the Governor General.
2. Mr Masson should be requested to forward as early as
From Begram
practicable, a statement for transmission to the Honourable
Coins
Gold Silver Copper Copper rings
Court shewing the different sums advanced him from time
to time, and the mode in which they have been expended.
As advised 8 Nov. 6
560
3930
–
3. Colonel Pottinger was on the 8th Ultimo requested to
Since procured
1
2338 16759
816
dispatch to the Presidency the reliques, coins &co. now in his
possession. This request may be repeated, as the Court in
Total
7
2898 20689 816
their dispatch above quoted, direct that the articles collected
should be transmitted to them ‘with the least possible delay’
Miscellaneous
Seals, beads Silver
Gems
to enable them to apprehend more readily the advantage of
&co.
rings
&co.
continuing to incur a charge on this account.
As advised 8 November
–
2
–
4. The donation to Mr Masson of Rs 2500 alluded to by
Since procured [8 May]
–
30
53
Captain Melvill, should, when paid, be reported to
Government as already directed.
Total
–
32
53
5. Copy of this dispatch should be sent to the Honourable
the Court of Directors with our intimation that the
Amount paid for coins &co. from Kabul and
380.8.0 Government of India have requested that the present collection
Begram as advised on 8 Nov. 1837
should be sent to Calcutta, and from thence forwarded to
Amount paid for coins &co. purchased from
395.11.0 England, and that this request will be complied with.
Kabul since advice of 8 Nov. 1837
Amount paid for coins &co. purchased from
571.9.0 (Signed) J.P. Willoughby, Secretary to Government
Begram since advice of 8 Nov. 1837
28 September 1838
Rs 1348.9.0 ___________________________________________
Deduct difference between total of sum
sanctioned by Government and total of sums
expended by me up to 15 Oct. 1837

Deduct amount of sum received first draft on
Colonel Pottinger for this year

6700.0.0
6571.11.5
128.11.0
Rs 1219.4.5

No. 5694
From J.P. Willoughby Esquire, Secretary to Government
To The Acting Assistant Resident in Charge, Bhuj, dated 20
November 1838

1000.0.0 Sir,
1080.0.0
1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
dated the 16 August last, forwarding copy of one to your
Rs 139.4.5
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address from Colonel Pottinger with enclosures regarding
the present state of Mr Masson’s accounts with the Bhuj
Residency.
2. In reply, I am desired to inform you, that the
Honourable the Governor in Council is pleased under the
latitude allowed this Government in the 15th paragraph of
the Dispatch from the Honourable the Court of Directors
dated 2 May last (copy of which was forwarded to the
Resident in Kutch on the 16 July last) to sanction the
advance of 1000 rupees alluded to in the third paragraph of
Colonel Pottinger’s letter to your address the same being
debited to the Government of India.
3. The Government in Council requests that you will be
pleased to call upon Mr Masson to forward as early as
practicable a statement for transmission to the Honourable
Court showing the different sums advanced him by the
Bombay Government from time to time, and the mode in
which the same has been expended.
4. You are requested to report to Government when the
sum of Rs 2500 alluded to in the concluding part of the
second paragraph of your letter has been paid to Mr
Masson.
I have the honour to be &co.
(Signed) J.P. Willoughby
Secretary to Government, Bombay Castle
20 November 1838
___________________________________________
P/389/18 10–9–1839 Bombay Political Proceedings, 23
October–13 November 1839, No. 4870
Bombay Castle 13 November 1839 Political Consultations
no. 31
From Henry Pottinger Esquire, Resident in Kutch
To The Political Secretary to Government, Bombay
10 September 1839
Sir,
1. I have now the honour to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter of the 20 November 1838 to the address of
Captain Melvill, on the subject of Mr Masson’s accounts
with this treasury.
2. A copy of your letter was duly forwarded to Mr Masson
to obtain the statement called for in the third paragraph of
it, but from that gentleman having been obliged to quit
Kabul with the British Mission, and the unsettled state of the
country, it is probable it never reached him, and no reply has
therefore been received.
3. I met Mr Masson at Tatta in March last, and then
wrote him a note to inquire whether he had any claims
against the Government on account of a collection of coins
&co. which he had just delivered to me, and to this query he
sent me a reply of which I beg to submit a copy [see below].
4. As Mr Masson was at that time on the point of starting
from Lower Sind to the Northward, I gave him a draft on
Lieutenant Whitelock, in charge of the Treasury at Tatta,
for the sum of Three Hundred Company’s Rupees, that is
Rs 270 for the purchase of coins, and Rs 30 for carriage to
which I have now to solicit the sanction of the Honourable
the Governor in Council, provided the coins &co. alluded to
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in the above note are to be taken on account of the
Honourable East India Company. In the meantime, I have
repaid the advance into the Tatta Treasury, out of my own
private funds.
5. The coins &co. enumerated in the memorandum which
accompanied Captain Melvill’s letter to you of the 10 August
last, as well as all those subsequently bought by Mr Masson
are at present in my possession, and I will dispatch them to
the Presidency by the first good opportunity that offers.
6. The three packages sent from Kabul in October 1837
by Mr Masson and of which I transmitted the detailed lists
with my letter of 26 January 1838, have, I regret to say never
reached me. I heard that they were in charge of the Jemadar
of Dak Runners at Uch, and wrote to that person and also to
Dr Gordon, the Political Agent at Bahawalpur many months
ago regarding them but till this hour I have had no replies,
and my time and attention have been so much occupied by
other matters, that I have not had leisure to think further of
them. I will now, however, again write to Doctor Gordon
and I have every reason to hope that that large and valuable
collection will yet turn up.
7. In the absence of the information requested from Mr
Masson, I have prepared an account current which I beg to
submit to the Honourable the Governor in Council,
supported by extracts from Mr Masson’s letters to me. It will
be seen that Mr Masson has, agreeable to this account,
current, expended Fifty Rupees beyond what he has
received from Government, but this difference is no doubt
occasioned by the exchange which was for a long time
against the public, but latterly turned in favour of remitting
to Kabul. It would be impossible, however, without the most
minute accounts, such as it is not likely Mr Masson could
have kept, to exactly balance the totals, and I hope the
present statement will be considered a sufficiently near
approximation for the information of the Honourable the
Court of Directors.
I have the honour to be &co.
(Signed) Henry Pottinger
Resident in Kutch, Bhuj Residency
10 September 1839
[Masson to Pottinger 26 March 1839]
Sir,
I have just received your kind note, all the coins contained in
the box are Government property excepting a small parcel
of 25 gold, 128 silver and 8 engraved stones purchased for Rs
270, and which are so marked, and put into a distinct bag.
This sum was expended after the total of the Government
advances had been disbursed, and would therefore be due to
me, were the coins taken, but that again becomes optional.
Besides, I have nothing to claim from Government on
account of these coins, unless I were to make a charge for
carriage from Kabul to Ferozepore of some 30 rupees while
it indeed may have cost more, but as I brought them myself I
hardly know how to make it.
I have the honour to be
(signed) Charles Masson

True copy
(signed) Henry Pottinger
Resident in the Persian Gulf

Political letter from the Government of India, dated 6
March (No. 14) 1839.

Tatta, 26 March 1839
Drawers to Mr Masson
Received by advances at different times
sanctioned by Government
Received by a draft on Captain Wade
Received by a draft on Colonel Pottinger
Received by Colonel Pottinger’s order on
Lieutenant Whitelock at Tatta in August 1839
Given on the above sums by exchange

6700
500
1000
300
50
Rs 8550

(signed) Henry Pottinger
Bhuj Resident 		
10 September 1839
Account with the Bhuj Treasury
Sums expended in the purchase of coins up to
October 1836 as per extract of letter of 7
November 1837 and the details of which have
been already submitted to Government
Sums expended in 1837 up to 15 October as per
extract of letter of 7 November 1837
Sums expended in 1837 (after 15 October) and
in 1838 as per extract of letter of 8 May 1838
Coins from Begram in 1837
380. 8. 0
Coins from Kabul in 1838
395.11.0
Coins from Begram in 1838
571. 9. 0
Expenditure
as per letter & memorandum of 4
June 1838
as per letter of 22 July
as per letter of 10 September
as per letter of 18 October

4505.6.5

2065.6.0

1348.4.0

161. 9. 0
40. 0. 0
269. 0. 0
160. 0. 0
Rs

630.9.0
8550.1.5

Memorandum: In all Mr Masson’s accounts, I observe the
assumed 12 coins as 1 rupee. I have estimated to the same as
it is probably the local usage at Kabul.
Henry Pottinger
___________________________________________
E/4/1064 Bombay Dispatches, 1840, p. 1279: reference
Bombay Political Department, 12 March, No. 5 of 1840.
Political Letter, dated 21 November (No. 94) 1838.
Mr Masson’s Collections
No. 97. This has been answered to the Government of India.
___________________________________________
E/4/1065 Bombay Dispatches, 1840, pp. 1340–7
Bombay Political Department, 25 March, No. 7 of 1840
Political Letters dated 21 November (No. 94) 1838; 12
January (No. 2) 1839; 13 April (No. 20) 1839; 11 September
(No. 31) 1839.

1. These letters communicate to us your proceedings in
respect to the coins and antiquities collected by Mr Masson
in Afghanistan consequent upon our letter to you of the 2
May 1838.
2. The articles advertised to in the tenth paragraph of our
dispatch and which were subsequently received and
forwarded by you to Calcutta, have been transmitted to us
by the Supreme Government, and have arrived in England.
With regard to the dispatch of any future collections of the
same kind, we approve of the arrangement suggested by the
Government of India in their letter to you of the 17 April
1838, that instead of being exposed to the risk and delay of
being sent to England via Bengal, they shall be sent to us
direct, after a selection shall have been made from them by
qualified persons in Bombay, of duplicate specimens for
transmission to the Supreme Government.
3. Whilst advertising to this subject, we have to observe
that we have not yet received advice of the arrival even at
Bombay, of the coins that were sent by Mr Masson from
Kabul on the 15 October 1837, as by his list attached to a
letter from the Resident in Kutch, dated 26 January 1838.
The delay that has occurred in their transit, is the more to be
regretted, as the collection appears to contain some articles
of singular rarity and interest. We wish you therefore, if not
in possession of them on receipt of this letter, to take
immediate measures for hastening their transmission to
England, subject to the distribution of the duplicate
specimens, of which you have been already advised.
4. In the second paragraph of your letter of the 12 January
1839, you require our instructions respecting the copper
coins which Mr Masson, in the fourth paragraph of his letter
of the 17 October 1838, forwarded to you by the Acting
Assistant Resident in Kutch, on the 4 December 1838, states
it to be his wish to retain on his own account after they shall
have been transmitted to us, and a selection shall have been
made from them of any we may think it desirable to place in
our cabinets. Mr Masson estimates the number at 60,000, of
which 35,000 were sent from Kabul in October 1837, and the
rest are in his hands. The cost of procuring them he
calculates at 960 rupees, for which he holds himself
answerable. We have no objection to comply with his desire,
and shall be prepared, when the coins reach us, and have
been examined for the purpose of selection, to transfer all
that we do not require to any person authorised by Mr
Masson to receive them on his account.
5. The other paragraphs require no observation.
We are your loving friends,
(Signed) R. Jenkins, W.B. Bayley, W. Askell,
M. Lindsay, W.S. Clarke, J.W. Hogg, C. Mills, J. Lock, H.
Shank, J. Masterman, M. Willock, P. Warden,
H. Alexander
London, 25 March 1840
___________________________________________
E/4/1068 Bombay Dispatches, 7 April–1 September 1841, pp.
587–8
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Answer to Political letter, dated 25 March (no. 6), 1840 and
Political letter dated 20 May (no. 15) 1840. Mr Masson’s
collections.
These paragraphs call for no remark beyond our
acknowledging of the coins and antiquities to which they
relate, have been received [1836–15 October 1837
collections].
Political letter dated 20 May (no. 15) 1840 Mr Masson’s
collections. Answered with no. 6 of 1840.
___________________________________________
E/4/1069 Bombay Dispatches, 8 September 1841–2 March
1842, pp. 408–9.
Answer to political letter dated 28 January (no. 2), 1841
transmitting a communication from Mr Masson, stating his
wish that the Court would make over to Messrs Durand [sic:
Durant] &co., his agents in London, whatever portion may
not be required of the copper coins referred to in paragraph
4 of Court’s letter, no. 7 of 1840
(Collection/Professor Wilson).
The coins alluded to in this letter have been received but
they have not yet been fully examined. As soon as such a
selection from them as may appear desirable shall have been
made, the remainder shall be handed over to Messrs
Durrand [sic: Durant] &co., Mr Masson’s agents in London,
upon their application.
___________________________________________
E/4/1070 Bombay Dispatches, 9 March–6 July 1842, pp.
597–8
The donation authorised by Court has been paid to Mr
Masson, and on his proceeding overland to England, the
Government share of the passage money has been remitted.
We approve the indulgence which you have extended to Mr
Masson in consideration of his distressed circumstances, and
the value of his antiquarian researches.
London, 4 May 1842
___________________________________________
Proc. ASB 1838 ‘V. Coins and relics from Bactria’,
Proceedings of the Asiatic Society, December 1838, Journal of
the Asiatic Society of Bengal VII, pp. 1047–8.
The collections of Mr. Masson were forwarded from
Bombay in the John Adam which reached Calcutta only in
the course of the past December [1838]. There are of these
coins from four to six thousand, besides the contents of
several topes, and casts of figures of Budh [Buddha]. … The
whole of this collection was by order of government laid
upon the table of the Asiatic Society at the meeting of
January 1839, but the members present felt that in the
absence of their late Secretary [ James Prinsep], and likewise
of Captain Cunningham, Mr V. Tregear, and Colonel Stacy,
there were no persons in Calcutta to whom the examination,
arrangement, and report on the coins and relics could be
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committed with confidence. They came therefore to the
unanimous resolution to recommend their being forwarded
without delay to England, where the Honourable Court
would have the opportunity of submitting them to the
inspection of the late Secretary of the Asiatic Society, jointly
with Dr Wilson the librarian at the East India House, and so
the ends of science and antiquarian research would be most
effectively answered.
The care of this magnificent collection, which is large
enough to supply all the museums in Europe, has been
kindly undertaken by Mr Cracroft, a very zealous member
of the Asiatic Society, and there is ground for hoping that
under his superintendence a catalogue might yet be made
before he takes his final departure for England. The articles
have come round in bags without any separate lists, and in
one bag there are about two thousand copper coins.
___________________________________________
Proc. ASB 1839a Proceedings of the Asiatic Society, May
1839, JASB VIII, p. 74:
After the conclusion of the routine business, Mr H.T.
Prinsep called the attention of the Members present to Mr
Masson’s large collection of coins and relics then exhibited
on the table.
This collection Mr Prinsep stated had been made from
the funds advanced to Mr. Masson by the Government; the
proceeds having been forwarded through Col. Pottinger to
Bombay for transmission to the Honourable Company’s
Museum in England, were ordered by the Right Honourable
the Governor General to be first sent to Calcutta for
examination and arrangement by the gentlemen connected
with this Society. The articles having consequently been sent
round in the John Adam from Bombay, were laid upon the
table of the Society in order that if any gentlemen were
disposed to undertake their examination and arrangement,
the Society might form them into a Committee for the
purpose. The collection consisted of some hundred gold and
silver coins and several thousand copper coins.
Some discussion arose as to the steps to be taken by the
Society with this collection. By an unfortunate coincidence,
all the leading numismatologists of the Society being absent
from Calcutta, either through illness (as Mr James Prinsep
and Professor Malan,) or on Military duty (as Col. Stacy,
Capt. Cunningham, and Mr Tregear) it was suggested that
the Government be requested to forward the collection to
England, where the Court of Directors might refer the
examination to Mr J. Prinsep, who will no doubt be happy to
meet the wishes of the Court.
________________________
Proc. ASB 1839b ‘Literary and antiquities’, Proceedings of
the Asiatic Society, December 1839, JASB VIII.2, p. 341.
The Asiatic Society of Bengal selected an unspecified
number of ‘duplicates’ for their museum.
___________________________________________
E161/VII f. 67 [Masson to Government of India –
untitled/undated, c. 1842–4].
Remarks on the collections of coins, reliques &co.

By the rule of the Bombay Government, while receiving
rupees 10000 from their treasury I should have appropriated
rupees 5000 or the half of it for my own uses, which was only
just and fair, independently of any reward due to the value
and rarity of collections, or to their general interest in a
scientific point of view, even some little consideration might
have been due to what in other people would have been
called zeal, enterprise and so forth. It proved that the
collections of coins, reliques and co. and co. were
successfully made, in abundance, value and importance
incontrovertibly exceeding those made by competitors in the
same field. The results eventually reach the Museum of the
Honourable, the East India Company in Leadenhall Street
and the question of recompense is mooted. Reasons are
stated why none should be made, but a sum of £250 is
awarded, and a promise of something more is held out. This
was in 1838, six years after the collections were commenced,
and which, during the first years 1832, 1833 and 1834 had
been carried on from my own resources, as they indeed
subsequently in a measure were, as concerned all expenses
besides the actual cost. £336 is the whole amount I have
actually benefitted through 7 years of labour and active
research in remote and dangerous countries, and for having
placed in the Museum of the East India Company a
collection of antiquities pronounced by the late Jacquet to be
‘the finest in the world’. [Bombay Government proposed
renumeration: refused by London Court of Directors].
[E161/VII f. 68] The most costly relic from any tope yet
procured is unquestionably the golden casket embellished
with sculptures from the tope no. 1 of Darunta [Bimaran
2].... By a lucky chance the very trifling expense of 5 Kabul
rupees put me in possession of it. This is about 7 shillings and
sixpence (7/6) in English money and the 5 rupees is the sum I
charged to the Government ... £500 is nearly or a little more
than half of the total sum I expended on researches.
___________________________________________
[E161/VII f. 74] Masson to James Melvill Esq. Secretary,
East India House
7 Trafalgar Place, Kentish Town
27 November 1847
Sir,
With reference to my letter to your address of the 20th
instance and fearing that as regards the request therein
preferred to the Honourable Court, a difficulty, even if
unnecessarily, may be started with respect to the particular
coins contained in the Bag A, which I claim, I take the
liberty of sending for the Honourable Court’s information, a
list of coins &co. collected by me in Afghanistan,
independently of relics and coins procured from topes. It is,
indeed, imperfect from the want of due data, yet will it
suffice to show the Honourable Court, that there ought to be
no difficulty from treasures so copious in satisfying my
claims, even should it happen that a pretence may in any
quarter arise regarding the recognition of the identical coins
&co. noted as being contained in the said Bag A.
I would farther profit by this opportunity to urge upon
the Honourable Court’s attention, that of the 60,000 copper

coins &co. which the Honourable Court by their public
dispatch to the Bombay Government, in the first instance,
and afterwards by letter to my own address of the 4
September 1845, engaged to make over to me, I have only
received 35,340, and these I dare to assert were not the coins
for which I applied. It is true that I have since received a
letter from the Honourable Court, expressing that it was
never intended to give me any other, but [as] the statement
must have been made unmindful of the dispatch to the
Bombay Government, I would rather imagine the
Honourable Court’s instructions upon the subject have been
neglected.
It might appear absurd to point out to the Honourable
Court with regard to these 60,000 coins, that when I
permitted a selection of all unique specimens and even of
other specimens in better condition than had previously
been acquired, I would never have conceived it possible that
25,000 coins should be abstracted, and I need at notice that
the large number, so abstracted or withheld, comprise, of
course, all the better coins, and indeed all of any value as
coins at all. Yet this has been unblushingly done by those
directed to carry out the Honourable Court’s intentions.
This ungenerous treatment is moreover aggravated to me,
by the knowledge that not more than 2000 copper specimens
are preserved in the Honourable Court’s Museum, which I
was so anxious to render complete.
[Remainder letter on lack of funding – justifying claim
for coins on grounds that he received no personal expenses/
salary for collections and that the Bombay Government
authorized him to keep whatever he wanted – 60,000 copper
coins handed over for small selection to be made by India
Museum before residue returned to Masson. Never done].
___________________________________________
[E161/VII f. 71] Masson to C. Lassen
7 Trafalgar Place, Kentish Town
October 1847
To Professor Lassen, Bonn
My dear Sir,
First craving your pardon for my freedom in addressing you
without the advantage of being personally known to you, I
forward a list of my cabinet of coins, which I propose to
dispose of previously to leaving England with the intention
of resuming antiquarian researches in Upper Asia.
They are principally copper, and you will observe on
glancing over the list that they comprise a tolerable selection
of the various currencies at Kabul, the place at which their
collection was made. I may farther observe that they are the
picked coins of thirty thousand, the remainder being
rejected as too indifferent or useless.
My principal motive for addressing you was that while I
desire to dispose of the collection, I should still be glad to
place it with some public institution or Museum, where it
would be preserved, and within the reach of those to whom,
it might, by chance, prove useful.
If you have already at Bonn or in Prussia collections of
these coins, you may require no more of them – if, on the
other hand, you have not – the cabinet now with me may
merit attention. As regards price – which is a delicate matter,
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must still be alluded to, I may state, that considering their
cut price and other circumstances, I should be satisfied with
one hundred and fifty pounds / £150.
I shall be obliged by the favour of an early reply, because
if unable to preserve the cabinet complete by handing it over
to some institution, I shall then dispose of it by auction here
in the course of the next month.
If there be any institution or museum at Bonn, to which
such a cabinet would be desirable, it would still be necessary
that someone should inspect them or part of such public
body, and to any such person, I should have the greatest
pleasure to show them.
Allow me to remain
With due consideration your most obedient servants
Chas. Masson
___________________________________________
[E161/VII f. 72] First draft of letter to Lassen
I am thinking of making arrangements again to proceed
towards Afghanistan to resume researches.
[E161/VII f. 73] Proposals of Charles Masson to the
Austrian Government [to collect coins and antiquities].
___________________________________________
Coins lists

F526/1a Enumeration of Coins collected from Begram during Years
1833, 1834 & 1835 [original manuscript submitted for
publication in Masson 1836b, p. 547. The paper is
watermarked ‘G. Wilmot 1832’. See Vol. 3, F526/1a for the
entire manuscript].
Masson’s
Corrected identification 1833 1834 1835
identification
Greek Syrio-Bactrian
Antiochus
–
–
1
Recorded Greek Bactrian
Euthydemus
1
2
3
Apollodotus
19
31
23
Menander
39
56
58
Eucratides
70
92 107
Unrecorded Greek Bactrian
Pantaleon
2
2
3
Agathocles
10
19
14
Lysius
Lysias
6
5
3
Antialkides
Antialcidas
8
16
13
Ermaios the
Hermaeus lifetime &
34
31
27
Elder
posthumous
Ermaios the
Hermaeus
10
5
13
Younger (?)
posthumous issues
Ermaios
Hermaeus
1
–
–
2 listed in Masson
1834, p. 163.
Dicaio(?)
Heliocles I 1 lifetime
6
14
13
issue;
5 posthumous
imitations.
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Lion & elephant
coins [Masson
1834, p. 162:
‘Coins without
legends’].
Symbol coins
Unadpherros
BAΣIΛEΥΣ
BAΣIΛEШN
ΣШTHΡ
MEΓAΣ
Analogous
coins, figs 104–6

Ditto, figs
107–10
Ditto, fig. 111
Ermaios of
Nysa, and his
family
Archelius
Diomedes
Ipalirisus
Antimachus
Adelphoros

Local ‘Taxila’ issues

20

23

24

Local hill & crescent
Gondophares
Soter Megas issues of
Wima Takto

–
19
171

–
16
267

11
20
257

Wima Takto:
horseman / Zeus or
Ardochsho
tetradrachms
As above:
hemidrachms
Azes II: horseman /
city goddess
Kujula Kadphises
Hermaeus imitations

1

1

–

8

24

20

1

1

–

136

179

278

–
–
1
–
1

–
1
1
1
–

1
–
1
1
1

–
–

1
–
*
1002

–
–

37
24
44

*
*
*

62
4
67

10

*

19

56

*

175

56

*

73

Archebius
Spalyrises as king
Spalyrises with
Spalagadama
Azilises
Azes
* Total not given.
E161/VII f. 20:

Azilisus
Azos
Indo-Scythic
or Mithraic
[Kushan]
Kadphises
Wima Kadphises
Kanerkes
Kanishka I
Kanerkes family Kanishka I: Masson
1834, p. 163: 22 Mao
and Miiro, 6 Oado
tetradrachms;
16 Nana and Mao
hemidrachms
Rao-nano-rao- Huvishka: seated
nano-kero-rano cross-legged
family. Series 3 (Masson 1834, p. 163:
9 coins)
As fig. 39 to fig. Huvishka: reclining
41. Series 4
on couch
As fig. 45 to fig. Huvishka: elephant
50. Series 5
rider
As fig. 51 to fig. Vasudeva I
60. Series 6
As fig. 61 to fig. Kanishka II, Later
68. Series 7
Kushan Ardochsho
Anantadeva of
Kashmir (fig. 68)

254
113

492
*

161

Parthian and Sasanian
As figs 1–16
Kushano-Sasanian:
[Masson 1834, Peroz (I) flat crown
p. 163: ‘Guebre Hormizd (I) lioncoins, Parthian headed crown
& Sasanian’].
Kabod & Meze
As figs 44–51.
Shapur II Shaboro
Nezak Huns
Kufic and
Brahminical
[Masson 1834,
p. 163: 122
‘Kufic’ coins,
plus 34 ‘Nagree’
coins]

Ghaznavid, Ghurid,
Timurid, Khwarezm
Shahs
Hindu Shahi:
Spalapatideva,
Samantadeva.
North Indian,
Gadhaiya paisa
E161/VII f. 20:

161

*

278

Inventories of coins in Masson’s own collection
List of Coins A

Figures 94–9: F526/1f [2ff; no watermark; post
publication of Ariana Antiqua in 1841: probably the list
referred to in his letter to Lassen (E161/VII f. 71)].

122

*

171

34

138

Doubtful or unknown names
Illustrated / described in F526/1a text; omitted from list
Fig. 108
Azes II
2
–
–
Fig. 127 [=137]
Vonones and
–
–
1
Spalahores
Fig. 128 [=138] Azes II
–
–
1
Figs 129 [=139] Maues
–
1
–
Fig. 143
Gondophares
–
1
–
Figs 144–146
Kujula Kadphises:
–
–
3
helmeted king /
soldier
Fig. 148
Taxila: Vatasvaka
–
–
1
Figs 158, 160
Kharahostes
–
–
2
Fig. 159
Gondophares:
–
–
1
king on horseback /
symbol
Fig. 161
Azes II
1
–
–
Total 1478 788 2393
‘Unintelligible Vasudeva I and
375
*
and useless,
Later Kushans
chiefly Indo(Masson 1834, p. 163,
Scythic’: figs
omitted from
3–5, Series no. F526/1a)
2.
Plus 4 ‘single specimens’;
16
12 ‘unarranged and ambiguous’
(Masson 1834, pp. 162–3)
Plus 1002 Kushan; 138 ‘Kufic and
1140
Brahminical’ (E161/VII f. 20)
Total 1869 1928 2393

___________________________________________

Fig. 94.1–3
Wilson 1841
Pl. 6.7–9
Fig. 94.4–5
Pl. 15.26–7
*
Fig. 94.6
Pl. 1.13
Fig. 94.7
Pl. 2.10
Fig. 94.8
Pl. 2.13
Fig. 94.9
Pl. 3.8
Fig. 94.10–11
Pl. 3.9–10

Agathocles of Bactria.
Square. Lion & Artemis type [plus]
Fragments (4).
Lion & Elephant. Square in fabric
resembling the preceding.
* Type chaitya with emblems of sun
&co. Square.
Euthydemus.
Circular. Bust & horse.
Lysius [Lysias] (Fragments 2).

Antialkides [Antialcidas].
(Fragments 8).
Eucratides.
Circular. Bust & Dioscuri.
Square. Bust & Dioscuri; various
sizes (of these some have the palm
branch behind the head as pointed
out by M. Rochette and too
positively denied by Wilson).
Fig. 94.12
Square, small size.
Pl. 3.12
Bust & bonnets of Dioscuri.
Fig. 94.13
Apollodotus.
Pl. 4.17
Square. Apollo & tripod.
Fig. 94.14–15 Menander.
Pl. 4.5–6
Square, large. Bust & Victory.
*
Square, smaller. Bust & Victory.
Fig. 94.16
Square, small.
Pl. 4.10
Club of Hercules & elephant head.
Fig. 94.17
Hermias [Hermaeus]
Pl. 5.4
Circular, large. Bust & enthroned
Jupiter.
Fig. 94.18
Hermias ΣV [Su Hermaeus]
Pl. 5.11
Circular, medium. Bust & Jupiter.
Fig. 94.19
Circular, small. Bust & enthroned
Pl. 5.6
Jupiter.
Fig. 94.20
Heliocles or barbaric imitations of
Pl. 8.15
the coinage of Heliocles.
Circular, large but indifferent.
Bust & horse.
Fig. 94.21
Circular, small. Bust & horse.
Pl. 8.14
Fig. 94.22–4 Undopherres & Gondopherres
Pl. 5.12–14
[Gondophares].
Bust & Victory. These coins
comprise evidently two varieties.
Fig. 94.25–6 Hermias ΣV [Su Hermaeus]
Pl. 5.8–9
Circular. Bust & Hercules type
[Kujula Kadphises].

7

8
62
1

8
145

4
7
1
2
35
34

44
25

1

47
38

29
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Figure 94.1–29 F526/1f List of Coins A: Inventory of Masson’s personal coin collection
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[Kujula] Kadphises. KOΣOVLO
18
KOÞANO Bust & Hercules type.
Various unintelligible Greek legends 1366
* * *
of same type of different sizes. These
coins evidently the issues of several
princes, here not received due
attention. They admit of
classification in some degree.
Fig. 94.29
Ases [Azes].
104
Pl. 7.3
Circular small. Horseman & figure
It is remarkable that these small
coins (some of billion) are the only
ones of Ases [sic] found in Kabul.
Fig. 95.30–8 Nameless Great King [Soter Megas].
75
Pl. 9.11–19
Circular, large. Bust & horseman.
Fig. 95.39–43 Circular, small. Bust & horseman.
749
Pl. 10.1–4, 6
Circular, small. Artemis? & Okro?
36
[Heracles & Tyche].
These latter coins in fabric differ
[from] their predecessors, and I class
them here not knowing where better
*
to place them, because they exhibit
in their fields the syllable or vi, and
have a globular emblem, which with
the same syllable is found on certain
rare circular coins of this nameless
king.
[subtotal] 2846
Fig. 95.44–8 [Wima] Kadphises or Mokadphises.
2
Pl. 10.15–18 & Circular, large. King & female
20
figure [sic: Oesho] with bull.
Fig. 95.49–50 Circular, small. King & Oesho with
62
Pl. 10.12, 14
bull.
Early Fire Worshippers?
Fig. 95.51
Unknown kings [Kushano-Sasanian 226
Pl. 17.16
satraps Kabod and Meze; crown of
Hormizd I].
Helmed bust & plain altar
Fig. 95.52
[Kushano-Sasanian Peroz I].
69
Pl. 17.12
Compact crowned bust & plain altar.
*
[Kushano-Sasanian Hormizd I?]
20
with orb & crescents above head
Fig. 95.53–4 [Kushano-Sasanian Shapur II].
145
Pl. 17.13–14
Tripartite & jewel-crowned bust.
Various but referable to above series.
251
This important class of coins has not
been duly noticed. It admits of being
divided into many varieties, for
instance these are some varieties of
the helmed bust; also of the others.
Fig. 96.55
Kanerkes [Kanishka I]. King of
2
Pl. 11.17
Kings. King and Nanaia
Fig. 96.56
King and Helios
3
Pl. 11.15
Fig. 96.57
Rao Kanerki.
1
Pl. 12.12
King and Nana, large.
*
King and Nana, medium.
1
Fig. 94.27–8
Pl. 11.10–11

Fig. 96.58–9
Pl. 11.19, 20
Fig. 96.60
Pl. 12.16
*
Fig. 96.61–2
Pl. 12.19, 20
*
Fig. 96.63
Pl. 12.15
*
*
Fig. 96.64
Pl. 11.21
*

King and Nana, small.

6

King and Athro [Athsho], large.

5

King and Athro [Athsho], medium.
King and Oado, large.

1
2

King and Oado, small.
King and Miiro, large.

2
3

King and Miiro, medium.
King and Okro [Oesho], four-armed,
medium.
King and Mao, small.

4
2
1

King [Kanishka I] and Okro
1
[Oesho], two-armed, small.
*
Various medium size, obscure.
6
*
Various small, obscure. Mao, Athro,
35
[Athsho], Okro [Oesho] &co.
Various smaller size of above names
38
*
(Mao, Athro and Okro, two-armed
particularly).
585
Fig. 96.65–72 Rao Nana Rao [ÞAONANOÞAO
Pl. 11.1–8
Vasudeva I].
King and female figure [sic: Oesho]
standing before bull.
These coins Professor Wilson classes
with the Kadphises coins. They are
obviously of much later date, and
may be subdivided into several
varieties.
Fig. 96.73
Rao Nana Rao [ÞAONANOÞAO
27
Pl. 13.*[20]
Huvishka].
King on elephant and Okro
[Oesho].
Fig. 96.74
[Huvishka]
21
Pl. 13.14
King on elephant and Mao
*
[Huvishka]
6
King on elephant; dubious types.
*
[Huvishka]
5
King on elephant; dubious types.
Fig. 96.75–7 Rao Nana Rao [Huvishka]
176
Pl. [13.4–6]
King reclining on couch and Athro
[Athsho; sic: ].
King reclining on couch & Miiro.
King reclining on couch and Mao
&co.
*
King reclining on couch; dubious
193
[subtotal] 4747
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Figure 95.30–54 F526/1f List of Coins A: Inventory of Masson’s personal coin collection
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Figure 96.55–79 F526/1f List of Coins A: Inventory of Masson’s personal coin collection
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Figure 97.80–6 F526/1f List of Coins A: Inventory of Masson’s personal coin collection

Fig. 96.78–9 Rao Nano Rao [Huvishka]
44
Pl. 13.10, 12
King seated cross-legged with left
arm extended.
*
[Huvishka] King seated cross-legged
32
with right arm extended.
Fig. 97.80–3 Rao Nano Rao [ÞAONANOÞAO
338
Pl. 14.20–3
Kanishka II]
King with Ardokso [Ardochsho]
Indo-Sasanians
*
1st Series
18
*
2nd Series
30
*
3rd Series
9
*
4th Series (Sri Mahe/ndra?)
32
*
5th Series (Sri Daher?)
114
*
Dubious
13
[subtotal] 5277
Turki
Fig. 97.84
Sri Vanka Deva (Al Biruni).
3
Pl. 19.12
Lion & elephant.
Turki – Hindu
Fig. 97.85
Sri Syala Pati Deva. Large.
4
Pl. 19.13
Horseman & recumbent bull.
*
Sri Syala Pati Deva. Smaller.
10
Horseman & recumbent bull.
Fig. 97.86
Sri Samanta Deva (Al Biruni). Lion
10
Pl. 19.11
& elephant; large.
*
Sri Samanta Deva.
15
Lion & elephant; small.
*
Unknown name.
3
Bust (?) & elephant; small.
*
Dubious.
2
Hindu & Hindu-Muhammadan
Figs 98–9
Of successors of Samanta Deva & of
541
Pls 19 & 20
Muhammadan princes replacing
them. These of course embrace a
variety of names, and many of the
coins are of silver or of billion.

86 | The Charles Masson Archive

Muhammadan
Fig. 99.31–4 Ghori [Ghurid] & Ghaznevi
569
Pl. 20.31–4
[Ghaznavid] princes.
Of these many are silver & billion.
*
Ghurid & Ghaznavid; and of various 880
kinds embracing numerous varieties.
[subtotal] 7314
*
Ghurid & Ghaznavid, Tartar &co.
149
[TOTAL] 7463
List of Coins B

F526/1g [2ff; no watermark. Inventory (B) of coins in
Masson’s own collection, post publication of Ariana
Antiqua in 1841.
Fig. 101.1–3 Two small circular coins.
IOLC.110–11 Obv. Helmed bust. Rev. Bull’s head
[sic: Athena & owl].
Fig. 101.4–5 One small circular coin.
Obv. Fine bust. Rev. Defaced.
These coins are nowhere described,
they are of early date and the bust on
the last may be that of Agathocles.
Fig. 94.1–3 Agathocles. Square.
Pl. 6.7
Obv. Panther. Rev. Artemis.
Fig. 94.4–5 Panther & elephant.
Pl. 15.26
Square (no legends).
Fig. 101.9
Early Buddhist? Square.
Emblems of sun & chaitya.
Fig. 101.10
Early Buddhist? Circular. Emblems
of sun & chaitya.
Fig. 101.15
Early Buddhist? Square. Emblems of
chaitya & Bo[dhi]-tree.
Fig. 101.23
Early Buddhist? Square of lead, with
legend RAO [ÞAO].
Fig. 101.19
Early Buddhist?
Pl. 15.32
Square. Obscure but curious emblems.
Early Buddhist?
Circular. Animal & chaitya
*
I call these early Buddhist, because
the characters when found on them
are of the most ancient forms.

2

1

1
1
8
15
1
1
1
3

Figure 98 Wilson 1841 Coins pl. 19: Coins of the Hindu Shahis and their Muslim successors. List of Coins A
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Antialkides [Antialcidas].
Circular. Silver & plated (not very
perfect).
Fig. 102.6
Eucratides,
Fig. 94.9
Circular, large.
Pl. 3.8.
Helmed bust & Dioscuri mounted.
*
Eucratides, Circular, small. Helmed
bust & Dioscuri mounted.
Fig. 94.10–11 Eucratides.
Pl. 3.9–10
Square, large.
Helmed bust & Dioscuri mounted.
Fig. 102.10
Eucratides. Square, large.
Helmed bust & Dioscuri mounted
with palm branch behind the bust on
the obverse.
Fig. 102.12
Eucratides.
Pl. 21.6
Square, small. Helmed bust &
Victory (rare).
Fig. 102.13
Eucratides.
Pl. 3.11
Square, small. Helmed bust &
Cybele or Psyche (rare).
Fig. 94.12
Eucratides.
Fig. 102.14
Square, small. Unhelmed bust &
Pl. 3.12
bonnets of the Dioscuri (rare).
Fig. 102.15– Eucratides.
16
Square, small. Unhelmed bust &
bonnets of the Dioscuri (very rare).
This last, a beautifully preserved
little coin, has a Greek legend only.
Fig. 100.3
Menander.
Pl. 4.12
Square. Bust & shield with Medusa’s
head (very rare).
Fig. 94.15
Menander.
Pl. 4.6
Square. Bust & Victory with wreath.
Fig. 94.16
Menander.
Pl. 4.10
Square. Club of Hercules &
elephant’s head.
Fig. 94.13
Apollodotus.
Pl. 4.17
Square. Apollo & tripod.
*
Mayes or Maves [Maues].
Square. Apollo & tripod (very rare).
Fig. 94.17
Hermias [Hermaeus imitation].
Pl. 5.4
Circular. Bust & Jupiter.
Hermias [Hermaeus]. Circular. Bust
*
& Jupiter, of coarse fabric, perhaps
imitations.
Fig. 94.19
[Hermaeus imitation]. Circular,
Pl. 5.6
small. Bust & Jupiter, of coarse fabric,
perhaps imitations.
Fig. 94.18
ΣV Hermias [sic: Hermaeus].
Pl. 5.11
Circular, small. Bust & Jupiter, of
coarse fabric, perhaps imitations.
Fig. 94.21
Heliocles or imitations of Heliocles
Fig. 102.21
[Wima Takto]. Bust & horse.
Pl. 8.14
Fig. 94.22–3 Gondopherres [Gondophares].
Pl. 5.12–13
Circular, 1st series.
Bust & Victory.
Fig. 100.1–2
Pl. 2.11–12
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2

1

1
2

2

1

1

1

1

1

1
3

1
1
3
4

4

4

6

3

[Gondophares].
3
Circular, 2nd series.
Bust & Victory.
*
[Gondophares]. Square.
3
Horseman & figure of deity (rare).
Fig. 100.4
[Mujatria]. Circular.
1
Pl. 8.1
Horseman & figure of deity.
Fig. 100.5
Ases [Azes].
1
Pl. 7.8.
Circular. Bull & panther.
*
[Azes]. Circular.
1
Horseman & bow & arrow (rare).
Fig. 100.6
[Azes]. Square.
1
Pl. 8.2
Horseman & Panther
Fig. 100.7
[Azes]. Circular (silver).
2
Pl. 8.4
Horseman & figure of deity (rare).
Fig. 94.29
[Azes]. Circular (copper). Horseman
9
Pl. 7.3
& figure of deity (rare).
*
[Azes: sic Wima Takto?]. Circular.
8
Bull & elephant camel (rare).
*
[Azes: sic Wima Takto?]. Circular.
1
Bull & camel (rare)
[subtotal] 107
Fig. 95.30–8 Nameless Great King/Soter Megas.
6
Pl. 9.11–19
Large. Bust & horseman.
Fig. 95.39–42 Soter Megas [Wima Takto].
18
Pl. 10.1–4
Small. Bust & horseman.
Fig. 100.8
Soter Megas [Wima Takto].
2
Pl. 9.21
Horseman & figure, with curious
emblem (flower vase?) in front (rare).
If these coins belong to the nameless
king, as it seems they do, from them
we may ultimately gain his name
Soter Megas [Wima Takto].
7
*
Figure with emblem as in preceding,
with another figure and the syllable
or vi.
Fig. 95.44, 47 [Wima] Kadphises.
1
Pl. 10.15, 18
Circular, large. King standing &
figure with bull.
[Wima] Kadphises.
2
*
Circular, medium. King standing &
figure with bull (very rare having a
Greek legend only).
Fig. 95.49–50 [Wima] Kadphises.
5
Pl. 10.12, 14
Circular, small. King standing &
figure with bull.
Kosala coins [Kujula Kadphises Hermaeus imitations]
Circular. Helmed bust & Warrior
3
*
with lance & shield.
Very rare & I think most important
coins unnoticed by Wilson
Fig. 94.18
ΣV Hermias [sic: Hermaeus]. Bust
3
Pl. 5.11
(in style of Hermaeus) & Hercules
with club [Kujula Kadphises].
*
ΣV Hermaeus [Kujula Kadphises].
2
Small. Bust & Hercules.
Fig. 94.27–8 [Kujula] Kadphises [KOÞANO].
3
Pl. 11.10, 11
Small. Bust & Hercules.
Fig. 94.24
Pl. 5.14

Figure 99 Wilson 1841 Coins pl. 20: Islamic coins (Ghaznavid and Ghurid). List of Coins A
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Fig. 100.9
Pl. 11.13

*

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

*

Fig. 95.55
Pl. 11.17
Fig. 95.56
Pl. 11.15
Fig. 95.63
Pl. 12.15

*
Fig. 95.57
Pl. 12.12

*
Fig. 95.58–9
Pl. 11.19–20

*

[Kujula] Kadphises [KOÞANO].
Small. Bust & Hercules.
The foregoing are the only ones of
what I call Kosala coins which give
intelligible names. Of the very
numerous coins of this class found,
various subdivisions may be made –
which I shall imperfectly attempt to
show:
1st variety. Small coins where the
bearded bust is obviously an
imitation of the Greek type of
Hercules (very rare)
2nd variety. Small coins where the bust
is helmed in imitation of the coins of
Eucratides (very rare).
3rd variety. Coins with the bust in very
high & bold relief.
4th variety. Coins with the bust in very
low relief.
5th variety. Coins with the bust
distinguished by the length of neck.
6th variety. Coins with the characters
of the Greek legend dotted.
7th variety. Coins with concurring
style and legend.
8th variety. Coins with the profile
turned to the right.
Various coins not referable to these
varieties.
An important coin (unique I believe)
small, with the figure of Hercules &
club on the obverse and a wreath on
the reverse
Kanerkes [Kanishka I].
Circular. King standing & Nanaia.
[Kanishka I].
Circular. King standing & Helios
Rao Kanerki [Kanishka I].
Circular, large.
King standing & Mioro.
[Kanishka I].
Circular, medium.
King standing & Mioro.
[Kanishka I].
Circular, large.
King standing & Nana.
[Kanishka I].
Circular, medium.
King standing & Nana.
[Kanishka I].
Circular, small.
King standing & Nana.
[Kanishka I].
Circular, smaller.
King standing & Nana.
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3

4

2

6
3
14
8
4
6
29
1

1
1
1

1

1

1

2

1

[Kanishka I].
1
Circular, large.
King standing & Okro [Oesho] four
armed.
Fig. 100.10
[Kanishka I].
1
Pl. 12.18
Circular, medium.
King standing & Okro [Oesho] four
armed.
[subtotal] 250
Fig. 95.60
Rao Kanerki [Kanishka I]. Circular,
1
Pl. 12.16
large.
King standing & Athro [Athsho].
[Kanishka I].
1
*
Circular, medium.
King standing & Athsho.
Fig. 95.61
[Kanishka I].
1
Pl. 12.19
Circular, large.
King standing & Oado
[Kanishka I].
1
*
Circular, medium.
King standing & Oado.
[Kanishka I].
1
*
Circular, small.
King standing & Oado.
[Kanishka I].
4
*
Circular, medium.
King standing & Oesho two armed.
[Kanishka I].
1
*
Circular, medium.
King standing & Mao.
Fig. 95.64
[Kanishka I].
3
Pl. 11.21
Circular, small.
King standing & Mao.
Various medium & small coins – various types
23
chiefly if not all referable to the above varieties.
The copper coins of the Rao Kanerki princes
were evidently of four denominations what I call
large – medium – small – smaller. If, as is not
impossible, each prince adopted the type of a
particular deity, the coins would give at least seven
princes, and this number receives sanction from the
golden coins found, as from the Topes in the vicinity
of Kabul and Jalalabad, raised at all events during
their era.
Rao Nano Rao [ÞAONANOÞAO
2
*
Huvishka]. Circular, large.
King on elephant & Athro [Athsho].
*
[Huvishka]. Circular, small.
1
King on elephant & Athsho.
Fig. 100.12
[Huvishka]. Circular, large.
2
Pl. 13.18
King on elephant & Mao.
*
[Huvishka]. Circular, medium.
1
King on elephant & Mao.
*
[Huvishka]. Circular, large.
3
King on elephant & Okro [Oesho].
1
Rao Nano Rao [ÞAONANOÞAO
*
Huvishka]. Circular, large.
King reclining on couch & Athro
[Athsho].
Fig. 100.11
Pl. 12.17

Figure 100.1–24 F526/1g List of Coins B: additional coins not already illustrated in Figs 94–9, 101–2
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[Huvishka]. Circular, large.
King reclining on couch & Miiro
[Huvishka]. Circular, medium. King
reclining on couch & Miiro
Fig. 96.75
[Huvishka]. Circular, large.
Pl. 13.4
King reclining on couch & Mao
*
[Huvishka]. Circular, medium.
King reclining on couch & Mao.
[Huvishka]. Circular, medium &
*
small. King reclining on couch &
various.
[Huvishka]. Circular, medium –
*
peculiar from the mythological
figure standing to the left (rare).
[Huvishka]. Circular, small –
*
peculiar from having a plant on
branch of tree (palm?) to left of the
mythological figure (very rare).
Fig. 96.78
Rao Nano Rao [ÞAONANOÞAO
Pl. 13.10
Huvishka]. Circular, large.
King seated cross-legged, with lance
or sceptre in left hand & Mao.
Fig. 100.13
[Huvishka]. Circular, large.
Pl. 13.9
King seated cross-legged, with lance
or sceptre in left hand & Miiro.
[Huvishka]. Circular, medium &
*
small. King seated cross-legged with
lance or sceptre in left hand.
[Huvishka]. Circular, large.
King seated cross-legged with lance
*
or sceptre in right hand;
mythological figure looking to the
right.
[Huvishka]. Circular, large.
King seated cross-legged with lance
*
or sceptre in right hand;
mythological figure looking to the
left.
[Huvishka]. Circular, large.
*
King seated cross-legged;
mythological figure looking to the
left with palm branch behind (rare).
*
[Huvishka]. Circular, large.
King seated cross-legged; various
[Huvishka]. Circular, large.
*
King seated cross-legged, lance or
sceptre in left hand. Oado (scarce).
Fig. 96.68
Rao Nana Rao [ÞAONANOÞAO
Pl. 11.4
Vasudeva I]. Circular. King
standing. Female [sic Oesho] figure
with bull.
Large, with trident over rump of bull
and no legend on the reverse.
Fig. 96.65–6 [Vasudeva I]. Circular. King
Pl. 11.1, 2
standing. [Oesho] with bull. Large,
trident over rump with legend on
reverse.
Fig. 96.77
Pl. 13.6
*
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1
1
1
2
7

3

2

1

1

4

3

5

1

4
1

6

6

Fig. 96.69–70 [Vasudeva I]. Circular. King
6
Pl. 11.5, 6
standing. [Oesho] with bull.
Medium, trident over right arm of
figure. Legend apparently Okro
[Vasudeva I]. Circular. King
6
*
standing. [Oesho] with bull.
Medium, trident over hump of bull.
Legend over right arm of figure
[Vasudeva I]. Circular. King
6
*
standing. [Oesho] with bull.
Small – trident & legend.
*
[Vasudeva I]. Circular. King
6
standing. [Oesho] with bull. Smaller.
*
[Vasudeva I]. Circular. King
6
standing. [Oesho] with bull. Smaller.
[subtotal] 375
Fig. 100.15
Rao Nano Rao [ÞAONANOÞAO
Fig. 97.80–2 Kanishka II]. Circular.
Pl. 14.19–22
Standing king & seated figure
Ardokro [Ardochsho].
*
1st Size
6
*
2nd Size
6
*
3rd Size
6
*
4th Size
6
*
5th Size
6
Fig. 100.14
6th Size
6
Pl. 14.14
[Standing king & Oesho and bull]
*
Unknown various.
3
Fig. 100.16
Parthian small.
4
Pl. 15.7
*
Kodes (?) small.
8
Fig. 95.51–4 Sasanian or like Sasanian, chiefly
c.
Fig. 100.17– with fire altar of various sizes [17–18 240
24
Kushano-Sasanian; 19–20 Alkhon;
Pl. 17.10–21
21–24 Nezak].
for such as are
noticed
Amongst these are some very important coins which I can
hardly venture to class. A few, I think, may be true
Sasanian; among others rather the precursors of the
Sasanian and in some part also contemporaneous – and
others again what are called Indo-Sasanian.
Amongst the curious types may be instanced one coin
with a clearly defined bust of a king, whose usual coins have
a fire altar on the reverse, but in this instance, a standing
figure sacrificing on an altar as occurring on Indo-Scythic
[Kushan] coins – the style of the coin is good, but the legend
mostly illiterate and useless.
On another coin the reverse in place of a fire altar, gives
the female figure [sic: Oesho] with bull, as seen on the
[Wima] Kadphises and other Indo-Scythic coins.
In other instances the obverse displays two busts, and
again the reverse has a bust as well as the obverse.
On the reverse of a coin where we look for the plain altar
we find a seated figure, and on others we find shells, flower
vases and other singular emblems.
*
Unknown small; various.
6
*
Unknown small; various.
6
*
Kashmir (Sri Didda), medium.
1
*
Kashmir (Ananta), medium.
1
*
Unknown, square, lumpish, small
3
(one of lead)

*
*

*

*

*

Saurashtra small
1
Unknown, square, with characters. 1
Unknown, circular, found in Egypt 4
and of a style and fabric somewhat
resembling Roman-Egyptian coins
– but the legends are apparently
Indian.
Unknown, circular, small.
1
Obv. Head? (defaced).
Rev. Eagle? (Greek).
Unknown, circular, small (silver).
1
Obv. Head.
Rev. Erect figure. Legend Greek
ΔIIL – N or NIΛOVI (?)
List B 691
List A 7465
Grand Total 8154

___________________________________________
Descriptive Catalogue of Select Coins in the Cabinet of
Mr Masson

Figs 101–2 F526/1h [12ff. No watermark; after 1841].
Wilson 1841
Fig. 101.1–3
IOLC.110
IOLC.111

Nature of Type and Remarks
No.
Unknown [Athenian imitation];
2
circular, small; good but imperfect.
Obv. Helmed bust [of Athena] fine.
Rev. Bull’s head and shoulders [sic
owl].
These coins are, I believe, nowhere noticed. From the legend
being defaced, if originally there was any, they cannot be
decisively appropriated, but it may be observed that the bust
has some resemblance to that of Eucratides. Of the two
specimens in the collection, one is smaller than the one here
represented and even more distinctly preserves the type.
Fig. 101.4–5 Unknown [Euthydemus I];
1
IOLC.115
circular, small; good but imperfect.
Obv. Bust, fine.
Rev. Defaced.
This coin from the absence of legends as well as of reverse type
cannot be safely appropriated, yet it may be suggested that the
bust has some resemblance to that of Agathocles on some of
his circular coins.
Fig. 101.6
Agathocles;
3½
Fig. 94.1–3
oblong & square, medium; good.
Pl. 6.7
Obv. Artemis with Indian legend.
Rev. Panther.
Wilson dates Agathocles about 135 BC. I cannot but coincide
with Lassen and M. Rochette who make him earlier or about
the age of the Indian Ashoka.
Fig. 101.7
Unknown [local ‘Taxila’ issue];
6
Fig. 94.5
oblong & square, medium; good.
Pl. 15.27
Obv. Elephant and chaitya.
Rev. Panther with chaitya and
swastika.
Fig. 101.8
Unknown [local ‘Taxila’ issue];
1
Fig. 94.4
oblong & square; small, good.
Pl. 15.26
Obv. Elephant and chaitya.
Rev. Panther with chaitya and
swastika.

Figure 101.1–22 F526/1h Catalogue of select coins in the cabinet of Mr
Masson’ (unfinished)
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In the variety of which this coin is a specimen the position of
the animals is reversed with regard to the variety exemplified
by the preceding specimen – a difference which may possibly
authorize the inference that the varieties themselves are the
issues of two kings rather than one.
These two varieties of coin from the chaitya and swastika
mark displayed on them are thought to point to Buddhism.
Their date in despite of Wilson’s objections and his dislike to
discover traces of Buddhism at an early period, must be
referred closely upon that of Agathocles and Pantaleon. The
form, fabric, style and even type of the coins sufficiently testify
to the fact in my opinion. Neither are we wanting in
intimations of the prevalence or rather perhaps the
introduction of the Buddhist faith into the countries on either
side of the Indus in the third century before Christ. If the
inscriptions of Kapur di Ghari [Shahbazghari] be those of
Asoka there could be no doubt of it, but if Priyadasi the name
therein recorded should apply to any other prince than Asoka,
still we learn from the Mahavamsa that Gandhara (west of the
Indus) was converted to Buddhism at the close of the Third
Convocation by the Thera Majjhantika. Turnour [1837]
assigns the date 307 BC, equivalent according to him to the
two hundred and thirty-sixth year after the death of the
Buddha: ‘At that time a savage Naga king named Aravala who
was endowed with supernatural powers, causing a furious
deluge to descend, was submerging all the ripened crops in
Kashmira and Gandhara’. See Chap. 12 of the Mahavamsa,
entitled ‘The conversion of the several foreign countries’
where the conversion of the Naga king and his people is set
forth and where is stated ‘From that period to the present day
the people of Kashmir and Gandhara have been fervently
devoted to the three branches of the faith and (the land) has
glittered with the yellow robes (of the priests).
Unknown [punch-marked coin];
18
oblong & square, medium; very good
and good.
Obv. Various Buddhist symbols as the
chaitya, praying wheel, flower vase
(bo-tree?), an animal &c.
Rev. A peculiar mark stamped in the
centre.
Some of these coins are silver-plated. It is probable that the
symbols and marks on these coins are not constant, yet in
general they are as above noted. These coins are not
represented by Wilson, but they are alluded to by him, Ariana
Antiqua p. 414, where admitting the probability of their
ancient date, he is desirous to extend it before the period
when the art of fabricating money had been introduced, that
is to a period anterior to the age of Alexander the Great. To
this notion it may be objected that they are too numerously
found at Begram and other places. The Professor then
notices [p. 404] the mulets of Panas mentioned by Manu and
other authorities, and therefore inclines to surmise that these
coins are the Panas intimated by them. However this may
be, as regards the antiquity of the coins, he must first prove
that Manu and other authorities were prior to the age of
Alexander before we can allow the coins to have been so,
and this, I apprehend, would be a very difficult task.
Fig. 101. 9
Type GH.574
IOLC.17
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As this variety of coin is found over the whole of north
western India and in Ariana west of the Indus, and assuming it
is certain that the symbols displayed by it are Buddhist in
advertence to its probable date, I would venture to suggest
whether the numerous specimens discovered are in reality
coins at all, or consecrated tokens sold by the hierarchy for
deposit with ashes of the dead. Professor Wilson states ‘they
commonly, but not always, bear upon them rude symbols of
the sun and moon, a star or nondescript mark, to which it is
not easy to assign a definitive import, but the application of
which gives them the character of a coinage’. The symbol
supposed by the Professor for the sun, I submit may be the
Buddhist praying-wheel; that which he regards as the moon is
the disc at the summit of the chaitya and the star or
nondescript mark will be the Bo-tree, an animal or other
Buddhist emblem. He also calls the pieces rude in execution,
whereas I conceive the contrary is the case.
They occur in silver as well as copper and many also are
billon or silver-plated. Some, I think, have characters upon
them, and from the great numbers I have sent to England and
those, no doubt, to be found in other collections, it is a matter
of regret that a due classification has not been made, which
might be easily done, and then it is probable all uncertainty
about them would be removed. It would of course be
satisfactory to be enabled positively to affirm that they are
Buddhist … or should the truth demand it, that they are
Sabian or Vedantic, for in the latter case only, it is probable
they can be the [karsha]panas indicated by Manu and other
Indian authorities. Considering them as Buddhist I refer them
on the score of antiquity as far back as the third century before
Christ, from which they may range downwards, according to
their style and fabric to the fifth or sixth centuries [AD] and I
look upon them rather as consecrated tokens than as coins.
Unknown [punch-marked coin];
6
circular and oval; small, good.
Obv. Symbols the same or similar to
the preceding coins.
Rev. A peculiar mark generally the
same as in the preceding coins.
To these coins the same remarks apply as to their predecessors,
from which they differ only or chiefly as to their shape.
Fig. 101.10

Fig. 101.11

Fig. 101.12

Fig. 101.13

Unknown; circular, small, good.
Obv. Chaitya and Indo-Pali character
m [taurine symbol], with a wavy line
beneath.
Rev. A chaitya.
Two of the three specimens of the
collection are smaller than the one
here portrayed.
Unknown; circular, medium, good.
Obv. Chaitya and Indo-Pali character
m [taurine symbol].
Rev. Indo-Pali character m [taurine
symbol] and chaitya.
Unknown; circular, medium, good.
Obv. Chaitya and Indo-Pali character
m [taurine symbol].
Rev. Flowering plant [standard] and
chaitya.

3

1

1

Unknown; circular, medium, good.
1
Obv. Chaitya and Indo-Pali character
g. if the character was intended to be
inflected with a vowel mark it will be
gé.
Rev. The same, only the symbol and
character of larger size.
Fig. 101.15
Unknown; circular, medium, good.
1
Obv. Chaitya.
Rev. Bo-tree [in railing] with the letter
m on either side of the base.
Fig. 101.16
Unknown; square, medium, middling. 1
Obv. Plant or bo-tree in pot or vase
[sic: railing].
Rev. Blank.
Fig. 101.17
Unknown; circular, small, middling,
1
but imperfect.
Obv. Bo-tree in pot or vase [sic:
railing].
Rev. Defaced.
Fig. 101.18
Unknown; circular, small, good.
2
Obv. Chaitya with wavy line beneath.
Rev. Chaitya. It may be noticed that
these coins are evidently of later date
than many of the preceding.
Fig. 101.19
Unknown [local cast coin]; square,
1
small.
Obv. Elephant. Legend defaced but in
Indo-Pali as shown by the letter g
preserved in the line above the
animal.
Rev. Chaitya and other emblems.
Wilson has a larger coin of this variety
engraved in Pl. 15.32 on which also are
Indo-Pali characters.
Fig. 101.20
Unknown; circular, medium, good.
2
Obv. Animal: fawn?
Rev. Flower [poppy seed head?].
I think beneath the animal are characters but am not certain.
Fig. 101.21
Unknown; circular, small, middling.
1
Obv. Chaitya and animal.
Rev. Defaced.
Fig. 101.22
Unknown; circular, medium,
1
imperfect.
Obv. Animal (horse?) with a mark or
emblem close to it.
Rev. A horse.
I am not positive that this coin is Buddhist. The mark above
the animal or horse on the reverse, if a distinct coin could be
found, would determine it perhaps.
Fig. 101.23
Unknown; oblong, square, medium,
1
very good.
Obv. The word PAO [ÞAO: shao],
‘great’ or ‘holy’.
Rev. Plain or defaced.
Fig. 101.14

This coin, if coin it be, is of lead, which does not indeed
militate against it being a coin, as that metal was largely
employed in the mints of Buddhist and ancient Saurashtra, if
the numerous leaden tokens found were once currency and not
sepulchral deposits. … The late Mr James Prinsep’s plates in
the Journal of the Bengal Asiatic Society are … abundant and
instructive as relates to Buddhist coins, and may therefore be
advantageously consulted. The coins discovered by Captain
Cautley near Saharunpore were chiefly of this class [Prinsep
1835, pl. 34], and many from other sources are given by Mr
Prinsep [1835] in Vol. 4, pl. 35. He called them ancient Hindu
coins. but ancient Indian coins would perhaps have been
better. Saurashtra is moreover rich in Buddhist coins, and
many of these Mr Prinsep also engraved.
Fig. 102.1
Lysias; good.
1
Pl. 2.10
Obv. Bust of Hercules, with club over
the left shoulder.
Rev. Elephant.
Mionnet [1822, p. 482] approached the truth as regards the
obverse bust on the copper coin of Lysias when he pronounced
it to be ‘the head of Lysias represented as Hercules’. I would
only question whether it be not wholly intended for a bust of
the deity himself. The club Professor Wilson thinks borrowed
from certain coins of Demetrius, but if so from whose coins did
Demetrius borrow? The Professor had the means of supplying
an answer in a well preserved copper coin of Alexander the
Great, which in all probability the issue of his mint at
Alexandria ad Caucasum, should certainly have been noticed,
but it was overlooked. The reverse type of this valuable coin is
very remarkable, and I crave an excuse for introducing here a
rude sketch showing both it and the obverse [type: head of
Heracles/bow and club]. It will at once be seen that in
Bactrian coinage the club of Hercules was first employed as an
emblem by the great Macedonian conqueror himself. One
specimen of this coin is in the Museum of the Honourable East
India Company, or ought to be; a half coin with the name well
preserved was in my cabinet but I presented it to Mr Walter
Hawkins [Fig. 102.2].
Professor Wilson inclines to date Lysias about 147 BC or
after Eucratides. I strongly suspect he flourished before
Eucratides, and together with Antialcidas reigned in Eastern
Ariana about the same time with Euthydemus and Demetrius.
No coin of Lysias has yet come to light with a Greek legend
only, tending to prove that his rule did not extend far north or
into Bactriana. He may have even held dominion before
Euthydemus in Ariana, or which is perhaps as likely after him,
and contemporaneously with Demetrius, whose coins in no
instance bi-lingual have but rarely been found out of the limits
of Bactriana. Eucratides, it is historically recorded,
aggrandized himself at the expense of his neighbours, and
whatever his origin or wherever he commenced his career, he is
stated to have despoiled Demetrius and to have aggressed upon
India. In the latter direction he may have despoiled Lysias or
those who succeeded him. That Lysias preceded Antialcidas is
I think probable, the coinage of Eucratides displaying a
connection rather with that of the latter rather than with that
of the former.
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Antialcidas; poor.
1
Obv. Bust of king with Macedonian
hat.
Rev. Jupiter enthroned.
The coin of this type in the collection is, I believe, silver, but
not perfect.
Fig. 102.4
Antialcidas; imperfect.
1
Obv. Bust of king with helmet in the
Eucratidian style.
Rev. Jupiter enthroned but defaced.
This coin, unrepresented by Wilson, is of copper, but has
traces of having been plated with silver – in which case it was
probably a forgery, but will be still evidence that silver coins of
the type were struck.
Fig. 102.5
Antialcidas; good.
1
Pl. 2.13
Obv. Bust of king with palm branch
resting on left shoulder.
Rev. Bonnets of the Dioscuri with
palm branches inserted between.
The emblems on the reverse of this, the ordinary class of the
copper coinage of Antialcidas, were it will be seen adopted on
certain coins of Eucratides.
Fig. 102.6
Eucratides [circular].
7
Fig. 94.9
Obv. Helmed bust of king.
Pl. 3.8
Rev. The Dioscuri charging.
Circular coins with the Greek legend only are not numerously
found in Ariana, that is by no means so abundantly as the
square coins – which may show that they were the coinage of
Bactriana or perhaps struck only after its acquisition if still
they were once current in Ariana. I can but consider them,
however, as the coinage of Bactriana proper.
Fig. 102.7
Eucratides [circular?].
1
Obverse as to type preceding, so the
reverse also.
There may be a question whether this coin be a circular one or
square one with deteriorated form. If a circular one, it is an
instance where bi-lingual legends have been used.
Fig. 102.8
Eucratides [circular, small].
1
Obverse and reverse types as
preceding. So small a coin of this
variety has not hitherto noticed.
Fig. 102.9
Eucratides [square, large].
6
Obverse and reverse types same as
preceding. Monograms varying.
Eucratides [square, smaller].
1
*
Obverse and reverse types as
preceding.
Eucratides [square, small].
4
*
Obverse and reverse types as
preceding.
Eucratides [square, small].
1
*
Obverse and reverse types as
preceding.
Fig. 102.3
Pl. 2.11

Figure 102.1–21 F526/1h Catalogue of select coins in the cabinet of
Mr Masson’ (unfinished)
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It will be noticed that this coin with the three preceding ones
are of different sizes, showing the gradations in that respect of
the copper coins of King Eucratides. The types essentially
agree, but the styles of the busts, the form of the helmets and
also the monograms vary, as might be expected in coins struck
at intervals or in distinct mints. I doubt not but that the coins
might be classed in conformity with these variations if it were
a point that they should be. In all coins similar to these
specimens, the Greek legends occupy three sides of the square,
leaving the right hand side blank. In the native legend a
separate word for Megalou does not occur, but the king is
styled Maharaja or the Great King. It may be presumed that
according to the sizes the coins had different denominations
and of course values.
Fig. 102.10
Eucratides [square, large; good].
5
Obverse and reverse types as
preceding, only what on other
varieties appears as an appendage to
the helmet, appears to be or might be
taken for a distinct emblem, a palm
branch.
Eucratides [square, medium; good]. 2
*
Obverse and reverse types as
preceding.
Eucratides [square, medium; good]. 3
*
Obverse and reverse types as
preceding.
Eucratides [square, small; good].
7
*
Obverse and reverse types as
preceding.
The variety of coin of which this and the three foregoing ones
are specimens, has been noticed by M.R. Rochette – with
reference to which Professor Wilson writes (Ariana Antiqua p.
242) ‘Rochette ascribes to this prince a coin on the face of
which occurs “une palme posée en travers” on the neck of the
king’ (a curious translation!) ‘with the legend BAΣIΛEΩΣ …
IΔOY (J. des Savans, Oct. 1835, pl. 2.15). It is undoubtedly,
however, a coin of Antialcidas’. M.R. Rochette can make
mistakes and sometimes egregious ones, but in this instance he
rightly ascribed his coin, which it may be presumed was one of
the variety here represented … if the object in question be
really a palm branch. Coins of this variety are numerous.
Fig. 102.11
Eucratides [square, large]; imperfect. 1
Obv. Plain diademed bust. … In the
disposition of the Greek legend the
lower side of the square is left blank.
Rev. as preceding originally but defaced.
Fig. 102.12
Eucratides [square, medium] good.
1
Pl. 21.6
Obv. Helmed bust.
Rev. Standing figure.
Coins of this variety are rare.
Fig. 102.13
Eucratides [square, medium] good.
1
Pl. 3.11
Obv. Helmed bust.
Rev. Enthroned figure.
Coins of this variety are rare.
Fig. 102.14
Eucratides [square, small] good.
4
Fig. 94.12
Obv. Plain diademed bust.
Pl. 3.12
Rev. Bonnets of the Dioscuri with
palm branches. This variety of coin,
always of small size, is not so rare as
the two preceding, but is not common.

Fig. 102.15–16 Eucratides [square, small] good.
IOLC.202
Obv. Plain diademed bust.
Rev. Bonnets of the Dioscuri with
palm branches, the latter differently
placed than in the former specimen.
Greek legend only on the reverse, and
so delicately fine are the characters
that I cannot attempt to trace them.
Unnoticed by Wilson, but a beautiful
little coin in excellent preservation.
The coinage of Eucratides in copper comprises a few other
varieties which may be sure figured from my collections
deposited in the East India Company’s East India Company’s
Museum, in plates 3 and 21 of Wilson – and I discovered a
small coin, but whether silver or copper I cannot remember,
which is not there noticed, but which from the type, I should
infer was the king in question. I introduce a rude sketch of it
which I have preserved.
Fig. 102.17
[India Museum, Masson Collection: 2
Pl. 21.18
Sapadbizes; silver].
Obv. A helmed bust with Greek legend
… BIΣEΣ.
Rev. An animal [lion] with the legend
Nanaia repeated on either side.
The bust it is true is very much, as [Wilson] remarks, in the
style of Eucratides, but the coin which he notices in a note
appended to his observations on [Wima] Kadphises [p. 352,
n. 1] can hardly be referred to the latter prince, because [of ]
what remains of the Greek legend; neither can it be ascribed
to Eucratides. It proves nevertheless the early knowledge of
the deity Nanaia in Central Asia and that it preceded the
period of the Kanerkes [Kanishka] coins. Eucratides it will
be seen by the coin presented by Wilson pl. 3.4, adopted on
certain silver coins the type of Apollo as found on the
coinage of the Antiochi, and I think the Professor would
have done well had he represented some of their coins which
were at his command in my collections, [to show] the sources
whence the Greek Bactrian kings derived their types. Some
of the specimens in silver were of extraordinary beauty, and
if any doubt existed to their being of Bactrian fabric there
was less as regarded the copper specimens. Two of these
latter I represent in rude sketches with a view to illustrating
the type and furnishing the prototype of the Apollo on later
coins. The larger coin exactly gives it; the smaller coin
represents the deity seated, as he is generally delineated on
silver coins [Fig. 102.18–19]. These particular copper coins
were not in the best state of preservation. In pl.21.5 is given
by Wilson from my collections a coin where the king is
displayed hurling … a javelin or a lance. The Professor has
usefully pointed out … that the same type occurs on a coin
of Alexander the Great in the Hunterian Museum.
Menander subsequently adopted it on occasions and it is
agreeable to be able to trace its origin. The bonnets and
palms it will have been noticed were used by Antialcidas (I
think prior to Eucratides) and the ordinary type of the
Dioscuri charging distinguishes, it may be pointed out, the
coinage of Cappadocia, as well as that of Eucratides.
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From the fine coin obtained by the late Dr Lord at Kunduz,
we find that Eucratides was the son of Heliocles and Laodice,
and that his father was a private individual or at all events did
not possess regal dignity [Wilson pl. XXI.7]. Professor Wilson
indeed argues otherwise, making Heliocles son of Eucratides,
but this inference is disputed by the coin itself, where
Eucratides besides being stylized king, which Heliocles is not,
is shown to be much younger that the latter who moreover has
no diadem or badge of royalty encircling his head. Yet there
was a king Heliocles, who if he had any connection with
Eucratides will have been or likely was his son – yet I would
not express my opinion positively that he had any connection
– specimens the coinage of king Heliocles may be seen in
[Wilson] pl. 2.6 & 7 and in pl. 21.8. There may have been even
two kings of this name, one prior to Eucratides, perhaps as far
back as near the epoch of Agathocles, the other subsequent to
him – but these are mere speculations only excusable from the
great differences in style and fabric of the coins, few in
number, discovered with the name upon them. In Ariana it is
probable no king Heliocles ruled, the one or two specimens
found at Begram apparently being casualties. Who succeeded
Eucratides in Ariana must be a matter of conjecture, but if
Heliocles was the son who put him to death as recorded, it
seems likely he did not, for in place of meeting with his coins,
we find a curious variety with types and legends evidently
derived from them, but in style and fabric very different from
what we might expect, and tending to show that some foreign
prince (not Greek) for a time on the demise of Eucratides
possessed himself of Ariana [Wilson pl. VIII.14–16]. These
coins we shall here introduce
Fig. 102.20– [Wima Takto Heliocles imitations]; 1
1
imperfect.
Fig. 94.21
Obv. Bust filling entire field.
Pl. 8.14–15
Rev. Naked horse with fore foot
raised, corrupt Greek.
This coin is from an engraving of the late Mr Prinsep [1835a, p.
343, nos 12, 14, Pl. XXI.12, 14]. The coin from which he drew
was defaced particularly as regards the covering to the head,
which when better preserved is shown to be as the following
and smaller coin – much better given in Wilson’s pl. 8.15.
[See also Masson 1834, pp. 170-2, pls XX.37, (smaller coin),
XXI.48 (larger coin said to have been collected by
Honigberger at Jalalabad); now in the British Museum:
1835,0901.21].

__________________________________________
List of coins [in Masson’s] 1st Cabinet
F526/1i [2ff; no watermark].
Greek-Bactrian kings
Agathocles
Lion & panther
Early Buddhist
Eucratides

[sic: elephant]

circular
square
with palms/square
Scythian [Kushan] imitations of Hermaeus type
Su Hermaeus series
Parthian imitation of Heliocles
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2
2
26
1
48
13
16

Heliocles type
14
Parthian?
Gondopherres
11½
Kosala kings
Su Hermaeus – or the satrap Oyus
15
Kadphises Korano
4
Miscellaneous of the above and of various
632
other kings
Indian kings
Vikramaditya?
large
25
small
312
other type small
15
Azes or descendent of
47
[Wima] Kadphises king of kings
25
Kanerkes [Kanishka] & successors
Kanerkes king of
Nanaia
1
kings
Helios
2
Rao Kanerki [Shao
Nana
4
Kanishka]
Athro [Athsho]
3
Oado
2
Two-armed Okro [Oesho]
2
Four-armed Orko
2
Mao
8
Various of the above types
38
Rao Nana Rao Ookri [Huvishka]
Couch lounger
185
Cross-legged figure seated;
with lance in left hand
17
with lance in right hand
13
Elephant rider
22
[Later Kushan]
Ardokro type [Ardochsho]
160
Figure & bull [Oesho]
288
Fire Worshippers [Kushano-Sasanian]
Helmed bust
107
Helmed bust with orb above helmet
7
Compact Parthian coronet
32
Coronet with orb & crescents
10
Tripartite jewelled crown
73
Various of the above classes
132
Various classes of Indo-Sasanian
1st class
9
2nd class
13
3rd class
4
4th class
5
5th class
8
Sri Mahe? 6th class
16
Sri Daher? 7th class
8
If these coins be of Sri Daher, the name is that of a
prince whose name is preserved in the history of Sind
– and in whose time the Muhammadans conquered
that country and its dependencies
_______________________________________
F526/1j List of coins collected from Begram in the Kohistan of
Kabul, conjectured to be the site of Alexandria ad Caucasum
[3ff; watermark: Wade 1843].

Buddhist panther coins
Agathocles
Lysias
Antialcidas
Euthydemus
Apollodotus
Menander
Hermaeus
Hermaeus
Gondophares
Su Hermaeus
Kadphises Kosala
Hercules type miscellaneous
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Heliocles
Nameless Great King [Soter Megas]
large
small
small
small
Camel & bull
Horseman & figure with fire altar
Figure on either side with trident
Buddhist
Magian [Kushano-Sasanian]
Helmed head obverse
Compact headdress
Orb & crescent over head
Tripartite jewelled headdress
Miscellaneous
Ditto
Ditto
Indo-Scythic [Kushan]
[Wima] Kadphises
large
small
Bull or Okro [Oesho] coins
[includes Vasudeva I and Later
Kushans]
Kanerkes [Kanishka] king of kings
Rao Kanerki large
Ditto
small
smallest
[Huvishka]
Elephant & rider
Couch lounger
Cross-legged figure
[Later Kushan] Ardokro [Ardochsho]
Ditto
Various Indo-Scythic thin coins
Ditto
Indo-Sasanian [Hun]
Total

13
8
2
3
4
14
47
72
47
43
24
25
85
190
203
235
283
390
258
118 2064
53
79
184
388
219
4
97
40
73
232
54
12
85
100
120
228
3
69
145
143
216
226
8
12
18
36
31
54
50
19
195
204
300
171
123

Coins procured in Egypt (Cairo) [en route from
Bombay to UK: arrived in London March 1843]
Alexander
1
Ptolemy
one eagle
26
two eagles
5
peculiar bust
2
lead or silver?
1
Cleopatra
1
[House of Valentinian] IOLC: 2 coins
Roman
40
[Diocletian]
IOLC: 4 coins
Probus
eagle reverse
48
IOLC: 2 coins
figure reverse
36
[Acadius or Anonus] IOLC: 5 coins
Severus? [Alexander] IOLC: 1 coin
1
Aurelian
IOLC: 3 coins
29
[House of Theodosius] IOLC: 6 coins
Tacitus
eagle reverse
3
figure reverse
6
Some unknown name IOLC: 3 coins
3
no inscription,
unidentified
Sundry Probus &
IOLC: 18 coins
19
Aurelian
uncertain
Ptolemy
1
222
Byzantine coins
38
Total of coins Eg ypt
260
English Monies
Small unknown
Ditto
Larger unknown
Elizabeth
Charles II
James II
Anne

4
10
3
4
1
7
7
Total English coins

36

4022
Summary
Coins from Begram
Cairo
Coins English
Total of coins

6095
260
36
6391

5972
6095
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F526/1k Untitled lists of silver, copper and gold coins collected from
Begram, Kabul bazaar and elsewhere 1833–8. Watermark: Wade
1843, 4ff.
[f. 1] Silver
Alexander
2 Nameless king
Antiachus
2 [Wima] Kadphises
Euthydemus
5 Kodes
Demetrius
2 Athenian
Eucratides
7 Roman
Heliocles
7 Saurashtra
Antimachus
23 Sasanian
Apollodotus
27 Parthian
Menander
233 Syalapati
Hermaeus
25 Pala
Hermaeus Hercules
2 Kufic &co.
Lysias
1 Square punched
Antialcidas
8 Minute coins
Philoxenes
1 Horse & arrow
Archebius
1 Mithraic
Azes
4 Unknown
Besides these were 369 silver coins from bazaar Kabul
&co. in 1836 which I cannot divide and appropriate,
having only the total; and the silver coins found in the
same year at Begram; and the silver coins found at the
close of the year at Begram of which I have not the
total; also 3069 silver coins found at Begram in 1837
up to 15 November.
Gold
Roman Trajan
2 Kufic
Indo-Scythic
29 Parthian
[Wima] Kadphises
1 Muhammadan
Mithraic
1 Byzantine
Pala
60 Kanauj
Besides these were 32 coins from Kabul in 1835 of
which I have only the total.
[f. 2] Silver [coins] dispatched from
Kabul
11 Dec. 1834
drachms
Menander
Apollodotus
Antimachus
didrachms Hermaeus
Alexander
Syalapala dynasty
Sasanian
Kufic
Muhammadan more modern
Doubtful coin
1 Dec. 1835
Bactrian drachms:
Menander, Apollodotus &
Antimachus
Bactrian drachms &
didrachms: Menander,
Apollodotus, Hermaeus &co.
Sasanian
Sasanian
Syalapala dynasty
Muhammadan/Kufic &co.
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1
1
1
1
2
8
162
2
218
2
547
71
16
1
1
31

145
1
7
1
1

111
7
6
1
1
24
18
10
3
1
89

29
26
125
120
98

Doubtful coins
Kufic
Sasanian
Menander
18 Oct. 1836

Silver coins from bazaar
Kabul
Silver coins & fragments
Begram: close of 1836 – not
counted

15 Oct. 1837

Athenian
Kodes
Pala
Sasanian
Punch[mark]ed square
Kufic
Demetrius
Antiochus
Eucratides
Menander
Apollodotus
Antimachus
Heliocles
Antialcidas
Archebius
Hermaeus
Azes
Nameless Great King
Hermaeus Hercules type
Sasanian
Saurashtra Rudra
Pala
Syalapati dynasty
Punch[mark]ed square coins
Kufic & Muhammadan
3087 silver coins from Begram, among which were:
Bactrian
Punch[mark]ed square coins
and Kufic
[f. 2v] Silver coins from Begram
Since 15 Oct.
Menander
1837 and up to Apollodotus
30 June 1838
Eucratides
Antialcidas
Heliocles
Antimachus
Hermaeus
[Wima] Kadphises
Indo-Scythic
Unknown names
Silver coins from Kabul
Euthydemus
Menander
Apollodotus
Heliocles
Philoxenes
Antialcidas

10
8
3
1
369

–

1
1
1
17
1
1
1
2
1
9
2
3
1
1
1
8
4
1
1
60
8
1
34
37
288
18
–

7
4
6
5
5
3
1
1
1
13
5
1
3
1
1
1

Antimachus
Hermaeus
Hermaeus Hercules
Unknown names
Parthian
Roman
Kufic & Muhammadan
Syalapati &co.
Punch[mark]ed square
Minute coins
Horse & arrow
Sasanian
[f. 3] Copper [coins] dispatched from Kabul
11 Dec. 1834
Coins collected 1833 Begram
Coins collected 1834 Begram
A number of seal rings &co.
*Engraved stones
Collection coins from Kabul
Collection coins from Jalalabad
1 Dec. 1835
Coins from Begram 1835
Coins from Peshawar
Coins from Kabul, Charikar,
Ghazni, Jalalabad &co.
*Engraved stones
18 Oct. 1836
Coins Begram
Coins Jalalabad & Kabul
15 Oct. 1837
Coins Begram close of 1836
Coins Jalalabad
*Engraved stones
Coins from bazaar Kabul
Coins from Begram
Seal rings &co. &co.
Figures, ornaments &co.
Cylinders
up to 30 June *Engraved gems Kabul
1838
*Engraved gems Begram
Engraved gems [total]:

1
7
1
7
2
1
139
40
33
16
1
64

1930
2220
8
410
248
2500
c. 400
3000?
3
c.5000
c.1000
3500
204
33
500
30345
256
370
8
9
9
62

Hindu Kanauj
1
Parthian
1
Kufic
7
Muhammadan more modern
1
Dispatched from Kabul by C. Masson and entrusted to the
charge of Samad Khan Lohari, for delivery to Jeshan Mall
Shikarpuri at Multan [watermark: W. Venables 1835].
Collected at the close of 1836
1 gold coin, 23 silver coins from bazaar Kabul
Copper and silver coins from Begram
Collected in 1837
70 gold coins
462 silver coins
from bazaar Kabul
1 silver ornament
33 engraved gems
3087 silver coins
30345 copper coins
256 seals
from Begram
370 ornamental figures
8 cylinders
Antique lamp &co.
1 brass idol
from Khyber
3 black idols &co.
2 copper coins
from Khurd Kabul
Expended on topes Khurd Kabul
Hire of these packages to Multan
Packages &co.
Coins purchased since 15 October

6
7
1
4
1
102
31
1

1043.11.0

780.3.0

39.4.0
50.0.0
1.6.0
Rs 2065.0.0
300.0.0
Rs 2365.0.0

Kabul 28 October 1837
[signed] Charles Masson
A duplicated account differs in recording:
Packages
Coins purchased since 15 October

[f. 4] Gold [coins] dispatched from Kabul
11 Dec. 1834
Jetic or Indo-Scythic [Kushan]
1 Dec. 1835
Indo-Scythic large
Indo-Scythic small
Kufic
Pala dynasty
18 Oct. 1836
Kufic coins from Dost Muhammad
Gold coins from bazaar Kabul
15 Oct. 1837
From Kabul in 1836
From Kabul in 1837:
Byzantine
Indo-Scythic
Pala
Kufic & Muhammadan
Since 15 Oct. Kanerki [Kanishka] from Begram
1837 & up to 30 Pala
June 1838
Muhammadan
[Wima] Kadphises from Kabul
Kanerki
Mithraic
Pala

Rs 150

Before expended

2–0–0
Rs 2065 – 6 – 0
380 – 8 – 0
Rs 2446 – 2 – 0
4505 – 6 – 5
Rs 6951 – 8 – 5

1
13
17
36
1
6
1
1
1
1
36
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Part 3
British Museum Records

Central Archives
BM-TMBritish Museum Trustees Minutes
BM-OPBritish Museum Original Papers
Honigberger

BM-OP 21–8–1835
E. Hawkins to J. Forshall, British Museum
20 August 1835
Dear Forshall,
I have seen the Bactrian antiquities, and you will, tomorrow
I hope, have a catalogue of them, and the price expected.
The Museum must, yes must, buy them even if it pawns
something to raise the money. They are most curious,
interesting and illustrative. The stone boxes in which the
coins have been found are so unlike any antique monuments
I have ever seen, that I have not courage to pronounce an
opinion upon them. They are decidedly turned and carved.
The coins must be true and are most important, they will, I
hope and expect, do much to elucidate some of the
difficulties respecting the Indo-Bactrian series. Be bold and
buy.
Yours very truly,
Edward Hawkins
__________________________________________
Honigberger to Forshall 21 August 1835
Sir,
According to the wishes of Mr Hawkins I take the liberty of
submitting to your notice the following list of antiquities
which I myself have opened and found in the Topes or
cupolas of Afghanistan and the researches of which were
combined with the greatest dangers and difficulties.
After many years’ (about 20) residence in the difficult
parts of Asia, I obtained the appointment of principal
physician to HRH Ranjit Singh at Lahore, after occupying
this function for 4 years and anxious to return to my native
country Transylvania, I applied for permission, which was
after many applications ultimately granted, and returned by
way of Kabul, Balkh, Bukhara and Orenburg by Russia.
Employing the special patronage and august favour of the
good Nawab Jabar Khan, he granted me (with unheard [of ]
generosity) leave to investigate during my sojourn at Kabul
(more than 4 months) and to employ several workmen for
opening the Topes of the town and its environs, as far as
Jalalabad. I opened them all, desirous of availing myself of
that favourable opportunity – examined the whole,
consisting of 20 cupolas and found only in 7 the objects
hereafter enumerated.
Encouraged by the zeal for the promotion of science, and
with the sole intention of being enabled to offer the British
Museum hidden treasures hitherto unknown in Europe, at
the same time calculating out the reward of my services, I
endeavoured to take precautionary measures to insure the
arrival to its destination. I therefore proceeded to forward
the said objects from Kabul to Lahore by the opportunity of
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Dr Gerrard, a man devoted to science, and to transmit them
to my friend General Allard, who by previous arrangement
had undertaken to charge himself in seeing the antiquities
shipped for Bordeaux, which were safely landed under his
special care and with his own person at Bordeaux in the
middle of last month, July 1835.
No. 1 Topes [Shevaki 1] – named Siremonarchequerie
[also called Bourdj-i takht-i minareh siah Tchekeri bala in
Jacquet 1836, pp. 254–9, pls 4, VI, XII.2–11] – four miles
[6.44km] east of Kabul on the foot of a mountain: a cupola
forty feet [12.19m] high, equal in diameter, composed of huge
hard stones. In the centre of its base [were] 6 large table
stones forming a square [cell in which I found] a round stone
box (serpentine stone) well turned, divided into two distinct
parts – the first part empty and in the second, a silver small
box containing a Papyrus, bent, well preserved, dry, and of
golden colour with visible characters, [together with] ashes
and earth, in which mixture is a ruby of a heart form, a
turquoise and small gold plates of diverse figures; in the
midst of those particles is a gold box containing a round
ruby, burnt pearls and small pieces of bones – so that the
silver box is making the outside cover of the gold box.
No. 2 Topes [Kamari 2] – named Topekalamufti [also
called Bourdj-i Kemri be Kala’i moufti in Jacquet 1836, p.
262, pls 3, X, XII.12–15, XIII.1] – one mile [1.6km] distant
from the former on the same mountain, being similar but of
smaller dimension, and less perfect in construction. [It]
contains in the centre of its base between 6 stones, – a metal
cup size 12 inches [30.5 cm; 8 inches/20.3 cm according to
Jacquet 1836, p. 265] in diameter half filled with bitumenous
or resinous matter mixed with small pieces of wood, earth,
beaten gold and gold plates, and a gold piece weighing 2
Ducates [with an] inscription on one side [in Greek] Wasilas
Kadphysis [sic: Basileus Kadphises]; and on the reverse [a]
figure with Bactrian characters; also a silver box of cupolar
form, containing a piece as large as a well-sized egg of
unknown petrification, filling perfectly the box. It would not
be out of place to state that the said box and its petrification
could have nearly cost me the loss of my life. The Governor
of Bamiyan received orders from his superior the Sardar of
Kabul to seize my person and to take from me by force the
said box of stone, as it was generally believed, in those
countries, where darkness prevails and Alchemy being
studied that I was in actual possession of the Philosopher’s
stone. The previous and well calculated precautions in
forwarding these objects by General Allard prevented them
of their success and saved me from being ill-treated.
No. 3 [Seh Tope 4] – 2 miles [3.2km] distant from the latter
named Cetope in consequence of there being three of them
in one [location], of which I only opened the smallest, it
being the best preserved. [It] contains a stone lamp adorned
with figures in which a white resinous inflammable matter
[is] found but no other vessels nor ashes. From thence I
proceeded to Jalalabad.
No. 4 [Barabad] – Barabad near the river flowing from
Kabul towards the town, 2 miles [3.2km] from that place,
on a hill – construction similar, found a stone box
containing a small crystal or glass phial or bottle with a
glass stopper, in which were an ashy substance and white
grains unanalysed.

No. 5 [Bimaran 5] – On the plains of Jalalabad, on a place
called Darunta, [in] a cupola [called] Janetope [I] found 3
well executed stone boxes [of ] peculiar workmanship. 2 of
them contained only earths of differing colour and in the 3rd
was a small wooden box, well turned, which broke on
touching in consequence of decay and putrification. [It was]
splendidly worked [and] contained a gold ring with 2 burnt
pearls fastened to it, and small ashes. In another part of the
same cupola 30 Bactrian copper coins, 28 of one sort and 2
of another, mixed with a quantity of earth and a large
quantity of small pieces of beaten gold.
No. 6 [Bimaran 3] – On the same plain [a] half mile
[0.8km] distant, [a stupa called] Topebimaran contained
one stone box filled with earth and [a] quantity of beaten
gold, small curious stones, a piece of burnt coral, burnt
pearls, and an ornament of 3 inches [76 mm] of gold
representing a pyramidical or pagoda like tower or stupli
[stupa] well executed in which were pearls and small gold
plates. [I]n another place of the same cupola were, amongst
a quantity of white ashes, different sorts of burnt pearls and
28 well preserved Bactrian copper coins of different dies but
[of ] the same reign, bearing the inscription Wasilas
Wasileon Sotir Megas [Basileus Basileon Soter Megas].
No. 7 [Kotpur 1] – Topecalamacshaie on the same plain 2
miles [3.2km] distant of the former near Tatang, the
residence of Jabar Khan, of the same construction like the
remainder but of a different depth, being 12 feet [3.65 m]
deeper and filled with larger stones, one immense stone
covered the platform on which was a smaller square covered
with hard earth, preserving in the middle a pot and cover
composed of a material as soft as wax so that it broke on
lifting [it] to the surface, but being still in possession of the
cover and some parts of the circumference [body] of the
vessel, in this pot was earth holding a silver box resembling
an Irish tin snuff canister or bottle, in which was a small
golden box surrounded mass of reddish colour and strong
flavour. In the golden box were pieces of woven cloth of the
length of 2 inches [50.8mm] and 2 copper coins, a silver
button and cut pieces of crystal as if belong[ing] to a chain or
necklace ornament.
I also collected in Kabul and Jalalabad about 50 pieces of
Bactrian copper coins, well preserved, and about 20
engraved valuable stones at Bukhara with and without
Bactrian inscriptions, the drawings of all these objects,
comprising the description and situation of the places in the
country where these cupolas or topes are to be found, are
about being [sic: to be] completed and may be shortly
expected in lithographic tables from Paris.
In concluding I have only to add that by addressing
myself to you as a gentleman so perfectly in the appreciation
of antiquities, it would be utterly impossible for me to fix any
particular value on objects of such great and invaluable
importance, but in allowing me to direct your special
attention to the immense expense of nearly £1,200 I
incurred of making the overland journey from Lahore to
London and to the dangers to which I was exposed, the
precautions I adopted, the fatigue I underwent, and the
difficulties I had to overcome for the sole purpose of seeing
these treasures safely lodged in England, will enable you to
[an] adequate idea of the remuneration I deserve from an
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institution known for its liberality of rewarding enterprise
destined solely for the enriching of science in general.
Relying on an early decision on that subject I have to state
that it [is] my fixed determination not to prolong my stay in
England after the 2 September next.
I have the honour to remain Sir,
Your obedient servant,
Martin Honigberger
__________________________________________
BM-OP 22–8–1835
Honigberger to Forshall 22 August 1835
Sir,
In acknowledging the receipt of your letter [of the] 22nd inst.
I beg again to remind you that by having stated in my former
the amount of my handling expenses amounting to £1,200
that I considered myself entitled to such a sum, but finding
your inclination towards the fixing of a smaller sum and
being persuaded by my friend Mr Franklin not to deprive
the British Museum of the possession of such a treasure, I am
willing to accept the sum of £700 say Seven Hundred
Pounds for 7 cupolas and all the remaining coins and stones,
so that each cupola would only cost £100.
I have the honour to be Sir,
Your Obedient Servant,
Martin Honigberger
1st Tope: Round turned stone box; in it silver box with
papyrus, and in that gold box with ruby.
2nd Tope: Metal cup, gold coin of [Wima] Kadphises, a
silver box with Philosopher’s stone.
3rd Tope: Stone lamp with figures.
4th Tope: Stone box with glass bottle and stopper.
5th Tope: 3 stone boxes, in a wooden box with a gold ring. 30
Bactrian copper coins.
6th Tope: Stone box, gold ornament in form of pagoda. 28
Bactrian coins Bas[ileus] Bas[ileon] Soter Megas.
7th Tope: pot and cover of soft material; in it a silver box, in
that a gold box with 2 copper coins &c.
50 Bactrian copper coins
20 engraved stones
__________________________________________
BM-OP 26–8–1835
Hawkins to Forshall, 26 August 1835
Dear Forshall,
The German Doctor is like all the tribe and I fear is not yet
prepared to accept for his treasures anything like a
reasonable sum. If argument could prevail we might plead
that if he had discovered objects of ten times more value
than the amount of his expenses he would not have thought
of making those expenses the standard of their value, neither
should he now. The things must be considered substantively
without any reference to the mode or expense of acquisition,
and I consider then, the coins especially that I would
recommend an extravagant sum rather than lose them and
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the gems. What to say to the boxes I do not know, they are so
unlike anything I have seen, we know so absolutely nothing
about Bactrian workmanship, that we are unable to form a
reasonable how far those people were acquainted with the
art of turning as to be likely to produce such specimens of
that sort of work. Is there anyone who is worth consulting?
Leakes [?] I have seen, he says he knows nothing about such
objects, and I am sure I know no one else who is likely to do
so. Who was the officer who was the relation of Unchristian
Observer [?] Wilkes, he knew something about Bactria, and
may know whether such boxes are likely to be ancient and
modern. With some scepticism founded upon the apparent
humbug of the German I am in favour of their antiquity and
would buy; but then comes the question at what price? I
should not grudge £300 for the objects are extremely
interesting, and rare; indeed where at present can anything
like them be found? There are lithographic plates, of all or
most of them; which he is expecting from Paris; pray do not
fail to secure a complete set of them.
Yours most truly,
Edward Hawkins
__________________________________________
BM-TM 28–8–1835 – Standing Committee Papers, 28
August 1835, nos 4060–2.
A letter dated 21 August was read from Dr Martin
Honigberger, offering to the Trustees a collection of
Bactrian coins and Antiquities, found by himself in the
Topes or Cupolas of Afghanistan; Dr Honigberger stated,
that he had resided about twenty years in various parts of
India; and for the last four at the Court of Ranjit Singh,
where he held the appointment of Principal Physician to His
Highness; that on his return to Europe by way of Kabul, he
had obtained permission to open the Topes in its
neighbourhood, that he had opened about twenty and in
seven only had found objects:– these objects he particularly
described; the collection consisted of stone boxes, turned
and carved, a Papyrus, some small precious stones and
pearls, silver boxes and gold boxes, 2 gold coins and about 60
in copper. Besides the contents of the topes, Dr Honigberger
also offered to the Trustees about 50 copper coins, and 20
engraved gems collected at Bukhara, both with and without
inscriptions.
Dr Honigberger in conclusion stated, that it was
impossible for him to fix any particular value upon these
rare objects, but that an adequate idea might be formed of
the remuneration he deserved from the fact that he had
expended nearly £1,200 in making the overland journey
from Lahore to London.
The Secretary acquainted the Board, that on receiving
Dr Honigberger’s letter, he had written to request the
mention of the specific price requested for the collection.
A letter dated 22 August was read in reply, that Dr
Honigberger was willing to accept £700 for the seven
cupolas, and the other coins and gems.
A note dated 20 August was read from Mr Hawkins,
stating that he had seen the collection; that it was very
curious, interesting and illustrative, and that in his opinion a

strong effort should be made to obtain the collection for the
Museum.
A second letter from Mr Hawkins dated 26 August was
read; Mr Hawkins considered the objects, and especially the
coins, so important, that he would recommend an
extravagant sum to be given, rather than lose them; at the
close of his letter Mr Hawkins stated, that he should not
grudge £300 for the collection.
The Trustees directed the Secretary to decline the
purchase of the collection, but at the same time to acquaint
Dr Honigberger that they are not unwilling to treat for some
of the objects in it separately.
__________________________________________
BM-OP 31–8–1835
Hawkins to Forshall, 31 August 1835
My wife gone out, no other paper to be had.
Dear Forshall,
Do not on any account omit securing some part of the
abominable German’s treasures. First, one of the gold coins
and a cast of the other; next, one at least of each of the
varieties of his copper coins in good preservation, I should
say two, when the whole inscription cannot be ascertained
from one. By no means let the square coins escape, especially
one which has upon it a head covered with a cap thus [sketch
of a Bactrian helmet].
You must also secure two stone cups, one with turned
ornament and one with carved ornament, I should like the
gold box [sketch of miniature stupa] and the silver one with
the philosopher’s stone, but I suppose I must be content
without them. The two boxes and the coins above mentioned
we must have at all costs.
Yours truly,
Edward Hawkins
Will you come down Friday afternoon for a day or two and
talk about things then?
__________________________________________
BM-OP 1–9–1835
Dr Honigberger, September 1835
[Tope] No. 1 £ 50 – the other gold coin £100
[Tope No.] 2 £200 – 50 Bactrian, each 30/[Tope No.] 5 £ 75 – the large Bactrian
[Tope No.] 6 £ 75 – stone white £10
				 £400 – all the others 30/- per piece

make out the legends satisfactorily. Next buy one or more of
the stone boxes and I am disposed towards Tope 1, viz. the
double box with the silver box with papyrus and gold box
with ruby &c.
Next the engraved stones with characters upon them, one
especially with a figure of Hope, with a legend round it.
There was also a large head well cut, something like an
antinous [after Antinous, favourite of Hadrian], if that is to
be had for 30/- we should certainly buy it, as it could be very
cheap to anybody at that price.
If one of the other stone boxes of different workmanship
could be had at a reasonable rate, it would be desirable; in
order to have a specimen both of their carving and turning.
I will conclude with one general instruction; buy, at least,
all you can; regardless of money. I hate humbug, but I would
rather the German cheated us, than lose, what I think we are
very little likely to have another opportunity of procuring.
Edward Hawkins
__________________________________________
BM-TM 4–9–1835 – Standing Committee Papers, 4
September 1835, nos 4067–70.
Chairman Lord Farnborough, Earl of Harrowby, Lord
Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, Sir M. Archer Shee.
Mr Forshall acquainted the Board that he had
communicated to Dr Honigberger that the Trustees
declined the purchase of his entire collection of Bactrian
Antiquities and Coins, but that they were not unwilling to
treat with him for some of the objects, if he were disposed to
sell them separately; and that Dr Honigberger had
expressed his readiness to sell the contents of any one or
more topes by themselves, that he had fixed as the lowest
prices which he would accept, £50 for the contents of the
first tope; £200 for those of the second, £75 for the objects
found in the fifth, and a like sum for the objects in the sixth,
and that he would permit a selection from the copper coins
and from the gems, not found in the topes, at 30/- each; the
price demanded for the gold coin was £100.
Extracts from letters addressed by Mr Hawkins to the
Secretary dated 30 August and to Mr Barnwell dated 1
September were read. Mr Barnwell’s report upon this
subject was also read.
The Trustees resolved that Mr Barnwell should be
permitted to make a selection from Dr Honigberger’s
Collection to the amount of £50.
__________________________________________

Hawkins to T. Bamwell, British Museum, 1 September 1835
Dear Bamwell,
My chief difficulty in selecting objects from the Bactrian
antiquities arises from my ignorance of the sum we may be
allowed to expend. But taking it for granted that we may
expend what is absolutely necessary, I say, buy first the best
of the gold coins and have a mould of the other from which
we may procure a metal cast, for if I recollect right the
inscription is not quite perfect upon either; I fancied the
name to be Makadphyias [Wima Kadphises]. Next buy
enough of each variety of the copper coins to enable us to

BM-TM 24–10–1835 – Standing Committee Papers, 24
October 1835, no. 4091.
Mr Hawkins’ suggestion that application should be made to
Lord Auckland, Governor General of India, requesting that
he would obtain for the Museum, any Indian Antiquities
which might be attainable, was referred to the next General
Meeting.
Mr Hawkins reported, that he had received the Bactrian
coins and engraved stones, purchased under the sanction of
the minute of the last Committee from Dr Honigberger.
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India Museum – Transfer of collections

BM-TM 12–7–1879 – Standing Committee, 12 July 1879,
nos 14770–2.
Read a letter, dated the 8th of July, from the India Office,
acquainting the Trustees that the Secretary of State for India
in Council had decided to remove the contents of the India
Museum to other institutions of a kindred nature, their
special Indian character to be preserved; proposing that
some portion of the collections be placed in the British
Museum on terms to be agreed to; and asking the Trustees to
appoint an officer or officers to communicate on their behalf
with the committee appointed to draw up a scheme for
carrying out the object in view; adding that it is very
desirable that the transfer of the collections should be
completed before the 31st of December next; and that the
officer deputed should be so instructed as to facilitate the
adoption of a plan likely to secure the assent of the Trustees as
well as of the Secretary of State in Council; also a letter, dated
the 10th of July from Mr Franks, specifying as desirable for
the British Museum certain Indian sculptures, gold objects,
bronze and stone figures, and selections of oriental coins,
ethnographical specimens and industrial products; also an
Anglo-Roman pavement.
The Principal Librarian acquainted the Trustees that in
addition to the collections exhibited in the India Museum
many objects belonging to it are stored away in the India
Office warehouse in the Belvedere Road.
Resolved, that the Principal Librarian, Mr Franks, and
Dr Günther be appointed a Committee to communicate on
behalf of the Trustees with the India Office Committee as
the distribution and removal of the objects forming the
Indian Museum.
__________________________________________
BM-TM 26–8–1879 – Special Meeting of the Standing
Committee, 26 August 1879, no. 14807.
Read a letter from the India Office dated the 18th of August
stating:
That the Secretary of State in Council had considered
the representations of the British Museum officers deputed
to confer with the India Office Committee on the subject of
the India Museum (cf. no. 14772).
That he had decided to offer to the Trustees the whole of
the Natural History Collections now in the India Museum,
which are at his disposal: preference to be given in any
subsequent disposal of duplicates to claims from museums in
India or from collections in this country specially devoted to
the exhibition of Indian objects.
That as to the remainder of the collections, after
withdrawing the botanical and economic vegetable
specimens, which it was intended to offer to the Royal
Gardens at Kew, the Secretary of State in Council had
adopted the conclusion that they should not be divided, if it
be possible to provide for their continued exhibition as a
whole, and enquiring whether the Trustees would be
disposed to accept them on condition that they be exhibited
as a whole and that no charge fall on the revenues of India in
connection with their custody or exhibition.
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Adding that a communication similar in purport to the
foregoing would be made to the Science and Art
Department at South Kensington, and that if the Trustees
were not disposed to accept the present offer, the Secretary
of State in Council would endeavour to carry out the
arrangement in connection with that department.
The Trustees took into consideration the following
documents.
A report dated the 26th August, by the Principal
Librarian, on the offer made by the Secretary of State for
India in Council, calling attention to the nature and extent
of the Indian collections offered to the Trustees, and to the
conditions proposed by the India Office; and recommending
a. That the Natural History collections in the India
Museum offered to the Trustees by the Secretary of State for
India be accepted by them, with power to remove them from
the present building.
b. That the residue of the India Museum after separation
of the Natural History Collections and Economic Botany, be
accepted by the Trustees, under the special engagement to
keep the collection together, excepting in respect to
duplicates and valueless objects, and specimens unsuitable to
its present character.
c. That the estimate of cost of maintenance of the
Museum be stated at the sum of £3500, and that application
be made to the Treasury to sanction the annual expenditure
for the purposes of the India Museum.
That the present resolutions be submitted to a Special
General Meeting for confirmation.
2.A letter, dated the 23rd of August from the Royal
Commissioners, considering it to be very desirable that the
objects illustrating the art-manufactures and industries of
the Indian Empire, as well as the antiquities and sculpture,
now forming part of the India Museum, should be kept
together, have offered to Her Majesty’s Government the use
of the Eastern Exhibition Galleries for the purpose, at half
the rent at present paid by the Indian Government, namely
£1000 a year instead of £2000 and that should the Trustees
of the British Museum accept the charge of the collections
named, and find that they can be accommodated in one
half of the Galleries, the Commissioners will be prepared to
let such half, at the rent of £500 a year; and adding that the
Commissioners will be happy to place temporarily at the
disposal of the Trustees, free of rent, the Northern Wing of
the French Court, at present used as an entrance to the
India Museum and for the exhibition of sculpture, but that
they are not in the position to offer the Trustees a tenancy of
that gallery as it may possibly be required for other
purposes.
A report dated the 22nd August by Mr Franks, on his
examination of the Indian collections offered to the
Trustees, and suggesting that in the event of the Trustees
accepting the charge of the collections, the sanction of the
India Office be obtained to the following conditions,
viz:
a. That collection in the India Museum be restricted to
the true antiquities and products of India, and that the India
Office permit the removal to the British Museum of any of
the other specimens which may be required there.
That the trustees be empowered to dispose of duplicates

and redundant specimens, as already conceded by the India
Office in connection with the Natural history specimens; the
stipulation giving preference to the Museums of India being
however in this case unnecessary; and offering should the
proposal of the India Office be accepted and the Trustees
entrust him (Mr Franks) with the general superintendence of
the India Museum, to undertake the duties without any
increase of salary, provided that a fair amount of assistance
be afforded him.
4. A memorandum by Mr Franks of the contents of the
India Museum and of specimens in store-rooms, calling
special attention among the latter to the Roman pavement
from Leadenhall Street, an Egyptian mummy and some
Assyrian sculptures received from Bombay, possible a
portion of the Layard collection which some years since went
astray at Bombay. Mr Franks added that it is to be hoped
that under any circumstances these objects may be sent to
the British Museum.
A report by Dr Günther dated the 23rd of August, on his
examination of the Natural History collections in the India
Museum offered to the Trustees; recommending that the
offer be accepted and suggesting that two of the large rooms
in the basement of the new Natural History Museum be
utilised, if practicable, for the temporary stowage of the
specimens which could not be received in the British
Museum.
A report by Mr Maskelyne, dated the 26th of August,
recommending the acceptance of the collection of Minerals
now in the India Museum.
A detailed account forwarded from the India Office of
the charges of the India Museum during the year ended 31st
March 1879, amounting to a total of £9439/16/2.
Printed copy of a letter, dated India Office, 22nd August,
from Colonel Yule (to Dr Birdwood) advocating the
acceptance of the collections in the India Museum by the
Trustees of the British Museum.
Resolved:
That the Principal Librarian write to the Secretary of
State for India in Council stating that the Trustees accept,
on the conditions proposed, the Natural History Collections
now in the India Museum, other than the botanical and
economic vegetable specimens. That the Principal Librarian
acquaint the Secretary of State in a separate letter that the
Trustees are willing to accept the collections which will
remains in the India Museum after the withdrawal of the
Natural History and botanical and economic vegetable
specimens, on the required conditions, viz.:
That they should be exhibited as a whole, that is, kept
together in their entirety, and not merged in other collections;
and that no charge should henceforth fall on the revenues of
India in connection with their custody of exhibition; but that
the acceptance must depend on the compliance by the Lords
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury with the proposal
to be at once submitted to their Lordships for approval; the
Principal Librarian, in writing to the India Office, to explain
that in these collections there may be some objects unfit for
general exhibition and some specimens unworthy to be
retained in a great national collection.
That the Principal Librarian write to the Lords
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury communicating

the offer made by the Secretary of State for India to transfer
the India Museum, saving the Botanical and Economic
vegetable collections, to the Trustees.
Stating that the Trustees are willing to accept the offer,
with the prescribed conditions, but that the custody and
maintenance of the collections which will remain in the
India Museum after the withdrawal of the Natural History
and Botanical and Economic vegetable specimens will
involve an expenditure amounting probably to £2300 a
year, exclusive of rent, which is estimated at £1000 a year,
and requesting that their Lordships will sanction a total
expenditure not exceeding £3000 for the first twelve
months, for the custody and maintenance of the collections,
and for rent; this expenditure to commence upon the 1st of
January, 1880.
That the several letters above mentioned be referred in
draft to His Grace the Duke of Somerset for approval.
__________________________________________
BM-TM 13–12–1879 – Standing Committee, 13 December
1879, nos 14920–2.
Read a letter, dated the 24th of November, from the
Treasury, forwarding extract from corresponding between
the Lords of Commissioners and the India Office on the
subject of the disposal of the collections now forming the
India Museum; requesting that a conference may be
arranged between the authorities of the British Museum and
the South Kensington Museum for the disposal of the
collections; the basis of the arrangements to be that the
Indian collections be exhibited as a whole and be
administered by the South Kensington Museum; that as far
as may be compatible with the above-named object, the
collections be made available for adding to and completing
the archaeological and ethnographical of the British
Museum; and with this object in view, that the Amaravati
and other ancient sculptures be transferred to the British
Museum, casts being retained at South Kensington; that,
where duplicates exist in any other branch of the collections,
the British Museum have facilities for selecting articles
desirable for its collections.
The Principal Librarian acquainted the Board that he
had ascertained from the Office of Works that it would not
be possible to make use of rooms in the Natural History
Museum for the reception of the India collections of Natural
History, but that the building would be completed and ready
by the end of January 1880.
Read, also, a report, dated the 6th of December, by Dr
Günther, stating that on the 17th of November he
accompanied the Principal Librarian to the India Museum,
when Dr Birdwood, on behalf of the India Office,
transferred the collections of zoological specimens,
including economic zoology, and the cases, to the charge of
the Trustees’ officers; that he (Dr Günther) had commenced
the selection of the specimens required; but found that the
majority of them had greatly suffered through defective
preservation, though their number and scientific value
exceeded his expectations; that the smaller objects were
being transferred to the British Museum, but that there was
no room for the larger ones, or for the economic series or the
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duplicates; and that the cases transferred would be very
useful as store-cases; recommending that they be removed
and set up in the passage and rooms of the basement of the
Zoological Department in the new Museum; and adding
that he would submit at a future meeting proposals as to the
disposal of the duplicates.
The Trustees approved Dr Günther’s report and
resolved:
That the Principal Librarian be authorised to arrange for
the temporary use of a portion of the present India Museum.
That Mr Franks be appointed the Agent of the Trustees
to act with the authorities of the South Kensington Museum
in the selection for the British Museum of Specimens other
than those of Natural History.
________________________________________
BM-TM 10–1–1880 – Standing Committee, 10 January
1880, nos 14955–6.
Read a report, dated the 6th of January, by Mr Franks
[BM-Asia 6–1–1880], respecting the collections lately
forming the India Museum (cf. nos 14920–2); stating with
regard to (I.) the Natural History collections, including
artificial products from animal substances, that he had
selected a few ethnological objects, a portion of which had
been removed to the British Museum; with regard to (II.) the
Industrial Art collections, that it is proposed that any
selection for the British Museum from the duplicates etc. in
this series, which belongs to the South Kensington Museum,
and numbers 15,000 objects, should be deferred until the
inventory is completed, and the specimens classified; with
regard to (III.) Sculptures and Antiquities, including casts of
sculptures from Bhilsa, etc., that the South Kensington
Museum has decided not to have casts taken of the
Amaravati Sculptures, as originally proposed; that the
principal of these sculptures might be arranged on the
landing of the great staircase of the British Museum,
following, mainly, the plates in Mr James Fergusson’s work
on Tree and Serpent worship – Mr Fergusson to be
consulted as to the arrangement; that it would be advisable
to have the more delicately carved of these sculptures, and
the smaller and more ancient sculptures, exhibited under
glass in the two rooms at present used for the exhibition of
botanical specimens, on the removal of the collections to the
Natural History Museum; and that the copies of the Ajanta
paintings, which are executed in oil on canvas, might be
placed on the walls of the staircase, or over the cases in the
botanical rooms; and with regard to (IV.) India stores in the
Belvedere Road, Lambeth that 14 cases of fossils, 37 cases of
Assyrian and Indian Sculptures, a Roman mosaic pavement
found in London, a mummy and a large shell had been
removed to the Museum.
The Trustees approved the several proposals made by Mr
Franks.
__________________________________________
BM-TM 14–2–1880 – Standing Committee, 14 February
1880, no. 14989.
The Trustees had before them a report, dated the 9th of
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February, by Mr Franks [BM-Asia 9–2–1880] on the
progress made with regard to the collections received from
the India Museum.
After conferring with Mr Franks, the Trustees resolved:
That such of the Amaravati Sculptures as can be
exhibited on the staircase be protected by glass.
That Mr Franks be authorised to transfer to the South
Kensington Museum some of the ornamental portion of the
Ajanta paintings – all the specimens containing figures to be
retained at the Museum.
__________________________________________
CE 3/40 BM-TM 23–7–1881 – Standing Committee, 23
July 1881, vol. XL, nos 15713–14.
Read a report by Mr Franks, dated the 16th July, requesting
authority, in conjunction with the Principal Librarian, to
return to the Science and Art Department certain copies of
paintings from the Ajanta Caves, India, transferred to the
British Museum when the India Museum in London was
broken up; stating that the authorities of the South
Kensington Museum had applied for the copies in question;
that the Indian Government is continuing to have copies
made of the paintings in the caves; and that the whole series
could not be exhibited at the British Museum for want of
space; and adding that the Science and Art Department had
recently consented to hand over two objects (a steatite box
[from Passani tumulus 2] and a bronze vase [from Wardak
stupa 1]) from the ‘Masson’ collection, forming part of the
late India Museum, and accidentally omitted from the
selection of objects forwarded to the British Museum.
Mr Franks proposed further to endeavour to obtain from
the South Kensington Museum a bronze lotah with
Buddhist subjects of the 4th century [Kulu vase], and other
antiquities, also transferred from the India Museum.
The Trustees authorised the Principal Librarian and Mr
Franks to take the steps proposed.
_________________________________________
CE 3/40 BM-TM 25–3–1882 – Standing Committee, 25
March 1882, vol. XL, no. 15936.
4. Report from Mr Poole, 24th March, of the receipt with
the coins from the India Office of a tray of signet-rings,
gems, and bronze fragments; a tray of Minerals; and a box
containing a gold relic-holder found at a tope near Jalalabad
[Ahinposh].
__________________________________________
CE 3/40 BM-TM 14–10–1882 – Standing Committee, 14
October 1882, nos 16128–9.
The Principal Librarian laid before the Trustees [a] Letter
from the India Office, dated the 8th of September … adding
that it is not thought desirable to transfer to the Museum the
gold Buddhist relic-casket [Bimaran reliquary] and other
objects applied for by the Trustees. …
3. Report by Mr Franks, dated the 11th of October, that
the Secretary of State for India had authorised the transfer
to the Trustees of a number of miscellaneous Indian objects
which had been missing from the Masson collection in the

India Museum, and were found in one of the coin cabinets
recently transferred to the British Museum.
__________________________________________
CE 3/43 BM-TM 11–7–1885 – Standing Committee, 11
July 1885, vol. XLIII, no. 17084.
Submitted:– Report by Mr Franks, dated the 9th of July,
announcing the receipt from the South Kensington Museum
(Indian Section) of a bronze water-vessel [Kulu vase,
1880.22], a steatite box and cover [Passani tumulus 2
reliquary, 1880.98], and a bronze jar with a Bactro-Pali
inscription [Wardak vase, 1880.93], formerly in the India
Museum and included in the transfer arranged in 1879–80
(cf. nos 14955–6): and mentioning that the copies of cave
paintings of Ajanta then handed over by the Trustees to the
Science and Art Department were partially destroyed in the
recent fire at the India Museum.
__________________________________________
CE3/49 BM-TM 10–3–1900 – Standing Committee, 10
March 1900, vol. XLIX, no. 1127.
Indian Gold Relic-box and silver Patera [1900,0209.1–2]
transferred from the Victoria and Albert Museum to the
British Museum with sanction of the Secretary of State for
India.
Read:
1. Letter from the Science and Art Department, 8 February,
forwarding the two Indian objects (a gold relic box and a silver
patera) which were formerly in the East India Company
Museum and subsequently in the Victoria and Albert Museum,
but were transferred, with the sanction of the Secretary of State
for India, to the British Museum (cf. nos 1103–4).
2. Report by Mr Read, 14 February, of the receipt of the
two objects, which would be placed with the Indian
collection of which they formed part and which was assigned
to the British Museum on the dispersal of the India Museum
in 1880 [see reg. nos 1900,0209.1–2].
Ordered:
The Trustees thanks to be returned to the Science and
Art Department for the transfer.
__________________________________________
Coins and Medals Department Archives

C&M 14–10–1882 – Minutes of the Department of Coins
and Medals, vol. 5, 1882–5, ff. 81–4/157–63.
Read at a Committee, 14 October 1882: Coins from India
Office.
1. Letter from India Office, 8th September, consenting to
the permanent retention by the Trustees of such of the
Indian coins deposited on loan (c. 15,935–6) as are wanting in
the Museum collection or represented by inferior specimens:
Suggesting that a suitable inscription commemorating
the presentation be put up in the Medal Room, and that the
coins be labelled permanently IOC (India Office
Collection): requesting that the coins not required be

returned, with list, to the India Office; adding that it is not
thought desirable to transfer to the Museum the gold
relic-casket and other objects applied for by the Trustees.
2. Report by Mr Poole, 12 October, recommending
compliance with suggestions made by India Office,
proposing to place a card ‘IOC’ under each coin, and
submitting copy of proposed inscription to be fixed to a
stanchion in the Medal room.
[Letter to] A. Bond, Esq., British Museum, WC
[From] India Office, SW, 8 September 1882.
R.S. & C.390 (copy).
Sir,
With reference to your letters of the 6th April 1881 and 29th
March last, on the subject of the collection of coins
belonging to the India Office which have been recently
placed in deposit at the British Museum, I am directed by
the Secretary of State for India in Council to inform you that
his Lordship has decided to comply with the request of the
Trustees of the British Museum to be allowed to retain
permanently in their Department of Coins, such of the India
Office pieces as are wanting, or represented by inferior
examples, in the Museum collection.
As the coins to which this letter refers have been collected
at the expense of the Indian Government, and through the
exertions of its officers, Lord Hartington is desirous that
some public record should be preserved of their transfer to
the National Collection, and he would accordingly suggest
that a suitable inscription commemorating the presentation
of the India Office coins should be put up in the Medal
Room of the Museum, while it might also be convenient to
distinguish the specimens when arranged permanently on
the Museum shelves with the label IOC (India Office
Collection) with which you have already proposed to mark
the coins during the period of their temporary deposit.
When the selection of coins required for the National
Collection has been duly made by the Museum authorities,
and the work of cataloguing has been completed, Lord
Hartington requests that the residue of the coins with list
attached may be returned to the India Office for subsequent
disposal as His Lordship in Council may decide.
I am to add that it has not been thought advisable to
transfer to the British Museum the remaining objects
mentioned in your letters under reply, namely, the copper
plate grants from India, the inscribed slab from Babylon, the
silver patera from Badakshan [depicting the Triumph of
Dionysus, 1900,0209.2], and the gold Buddhist relic casket
from Bimaran [1900,0209.1].
I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
(Signed) Louis Mallet
__________________________________________
Asia Department Archives
India Museum Papers

BM-Asia 6–1–1880 – India Museum [see BM-TM 10–1–
1880]
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Mr Franks has the honour to submit to the Trustees the
following report respecting the Indian collections which the
India Office have now proposed to the Trustees to take over
entire.
His former examination of the India Museum was solely
to ascertain what portion should be selected for the British
Museum if the India Museum were broken up. He has again
examined the India Museum and has obtained various
information respecting it and its contents which are given in
the enclosed memo.
Mr Franks is still of [the] opinion that in the interests of
science and also of the British Museum, the intention of
breaking up the collection, first put forward by the India
Office, was the most advantageous. He was prepared to have
found space at the British Museum for the portions which he
hoped would have been acquired by the Trustees, that is to
say, as soon as the new Natural History Museum was
completed and the space at the British Museum vacated by
the collections of natural history and become available.
Apart from the Amaravati sculptures, the India Museum
it will be seen, occupies two galleries, each 526 feet long and
30 feet wide and each divided into five rooms. On the
removal from the India Museum of the Natural History
portion and the Economic Botany, the greater part of the
lower gallery will be emptied and there would be no
difficulty in finding space in the upper gallery for the
remaining specimens, or the contents of the upper gallery to
be removed into the lower gallery. Some additional space
would also be obtained if the collections lent by private
individuals were returned to the owners. In this way, it
might be possible to compress the collections into one of the
galleries, but if the upper gallery were retained it would be
necessary to construct an office in one of the upper rooms,
the present office being in Room III on the ground floor.
It may therefore be assumed that leaving out the
Amaravati sculptures, the collections which it is proposed to
keep together would occupy about 15,700 sq. feet, being as
much space as is contained in the Eastern Zoological
Collection (the Bird gallery) at the British Museum.
This is in reality as much space as Mr Franks has
proposed to devote hereafter at the British Museum to the
whole section of recent ethnography.
The examination, moreover, of the collection shows that
while it is strong in the illustration of certain industries, it is
far from complete even in those branches and in
ethnographic specimens, most of which belong to private
persons. The only really important illustrations of this
nature are contained in the collection of arms, which may be
regarded as one of the most perfect portions of the collection
and one of the most interesting for the British Museum. …
It appears therefore to Mr Franks that it would not only
be impossible but also most unadvisable to remove the whole
collection to the British Museum, unless at some future time
it may be thought proper to construct a special building for
the purpose.
Such a collection would be so far in excess of other
sections of the same nature in the British Museum that it
would destroy the balance of parts which should be found in
a national collection.
It is therefore clear that if the India Museum is to be
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transferred to the Trustees of the British Museum and
exhibited in its entirety to the public, it must be kept in a
distinct building …
III Antiquities from the India Museum.
In the last annual report it was stated that it had been
arranged with the India Office that various ancient
sculptures from the India Museum should be transferred to
the British Museum, but that as the transfer had not been
completed before the close of the year 1879, they would be
included in the report for 1880.
The sculptures and antiquities in question may be divided
under the following heads.
1. Sculptures from northern Afghanistan &c. [sic:
Gandhara sculptures from north-west Pakistan].
2. Sculptures from the tope at Amaravati.
3. Miscellaneous sculptures of various dates.
4. Antiquities from the topes in Afghanistan [Masson
Collection].
5. Copies of the paintings in the Ajanta caves.
6. A few ethnographical objects.
1. The sculptures from northern Afghanistan [sic:
north-west Pakistan] are of small size, carved in a schistose
slate which while preserving its sharpness is apt to split off.
The carvings have been obtained from the ruins of Buddhist
buildings near Peshawar and chiefly from Jamal Garhi in
the Yusufzai district. The style of art which they exhibit is
very remarkable, showing a strong influence of classic
design, and derived purely from the Bactrian schools of art.
Their exact date has not yet been fixed. These specimens
were presented to the India Museum by Major-General A.
Cunningham, Captain Blair, Colonel H.C. Johnstone, Mrs
Eustace Smith and James Fergusson Eng. DCL, FRS.
2. The ruins of the great Buddhist tope at Amaravati were
excavated by Colonel C. MacKenzie in 1816, 1817….
3. The miscellaneous sculptures are not of great
importance …
4. The antiquities from the topes of Afghanistan were
collected by Mr C. Masson and fully described in Wilson’s
Ariana Antiqua, p. 55. They consist of relic caskets in steatite,
one of them inscribed, coins and various antiquities which
fix the date of these topes as belonging to the early centuries
of the Christian era. It is much to be regretted that portions
of Masson’s collection seem to have been dispersed as they
are of great historical value.
__________________________________________
BM-Asia 9–2–1880 – India Museum, 9 February 1880
[see BM-TM 14–2–1880]
Mr Franks has the honour to submit to the Trustees the
following report of the progress made with regard to the
India Museum:
India Stores: A number of cases have been sent direct to the
British Museum from the India stores and a list of their
contents is annexed [concerns sculpture, no Masson finds
listed].
__________________________________________

BM-Asia 4–4–1880 – Letter to Mr Bond from A.W.
Franks, BM
4 April 1880 – Antiquities at India Office
My dear Bond,
Among the curiosities which have been retained by the India
Office, there are two which it seems to me should certainly
be placed in the British Museum.
These are the gold box from the tope Bimaran II in
Afghanistan and described in Wilson’s Ariana Antiqua, p. 71.
It formed part of the Masson collection and we have already
the steatite vase in which it was found.
The second object is the well-known silver patera with the
subject of the triumph of Dionysus.
We should also be glad to have any of the Indian grants
on metal plates of which we already possess some examples;
and any ancient astrolabes of which our museum has the
finest collection of such objects that has ever been formed.
I need hardly add that if any further antiquities from the
Masson collection should be brought to light, it would be very
desirable that they should be united to those we have already.
Yours very truly, AWF
__________________________________________
BM-Asia 12–2–1881 – Letter from Richard A. Thompson,
Department of Science and Art, South Kensington
Museum, to A.W. Franks.
12 February 1881
Dear Mr Franks,
I have had the Indian papers looked through. There is
nothing relating to the Antiquities among them.
All the papers at South Kensington having reference to
the Indian Antiquities, were given over at the time the
objects were removed from the Museum. I am sorry I cannot
assist you in the matter.
Very truly yours,
Richard A. Thompson
__________________________________________
BM-Asia 18–2–1881 – Draft letter to Dr Rost from A.W.
Franks.
18 February 1881
Dear Dr Rost,
Among the antiquities transferred to our Museum from the
India Museum are a number of such card trays which
evidently are the bulk of the Masson Collection from the
Topes of Afghanistan. These trays have in them loose tickets
with numbers in pencil from 1 to 73 with however numerous
gaps and in some cases more than 1 ticket on a tray. There
are also written labels probably by Mr Masson but they seem
[to be] rarely in the trays to which they belong [see Figs
89–91 above]. The value of these objects depends as I need
hardly tell you on their exact history and I am very anxious
to separate the objects only discovered in the topes from the
miscellaneous things found casually in the plains which
seem to be mixed up with them.

The only information I have is the account in Ariana
Antiqua and I have made a list of the contents of each tope
from that work and compared it with the collection but with
very little profit. Many of the objects which might be
identified by the descriptions or by Wilson’s plates appear to
be wanting [see BM-Asia 4–4–1881]. For instance I cannot
find anything from Plate I (the steatite box No. 1 is still at S.
Kensington [Passani tumulus 2 reliquary]). Plate II, figs 2, 3,
4 [Hadda 10 reliquaries] and perhaps 5. Plate III, fig 2 silver
box (we have the steatite box [from Kotpur 2]), 5, 6, 7, 8, 9,
10, 11 (probably decayed). Pl. IV.1–3 (gold casket removed by
India Office and now lent to S.K.M. [from Bimaran 2]), 6, 7,
8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 16 (?) [Figs 103–6 below].
You will thus see that the larger part of the smaller objects
engraved in the plates are missing as well as some other
larger objects of importance.
Of the steatite boxes one has accidently remained at S.
K.M. and we have 9 others. This would account for all the
steatite vases excepting those vaguely described by Masson
under the tumuli of Kohwat [Wardak] as ‘7 vases of metal
and steatite’ (p. 118), and the fragments of a large vase from
Hadda 3.
Some of the principal objects that are missing are the
silver and gold caskets. Pl. II, figs 3 and 4. The inscribed
earthen vase from Hadda 13, see plate of alphabets. The
inscribed bronze jar from tumuli at Kohwat p. 118, the large
copper vase and enclosed copper cylindrical case from
Hadda 10, and most if not all the coins and smaller objects
founding the copper jar (of which [a] list is printed on p. 105,
where they are stated to be in [the] Museum of [the] East
India Company). Copper gilt lamp and stand from Hadda 8
etc.
Some of these objects may turn up at South Kensington,
but with regard to the smaller objects I think they must be in
some drawer or coin cabinet at the India Office.
If we are to take charge of the rubbish it seems but fair
that we should have the better specimens as well and I need
hardly tell you how very desirable it is from an archeological
point of view that these objects thus found together should
remain together.
I propose drawing up a full contentious [?] report on the
state of this collection and warn that it may be sent to the
India Office and clear the Museum of any responsibility in
this matter, but before doing so I wish to exhaust the
information I can obtain at the India Office and the S.K.M.
The authorities of the latter have offered to let me search
through their broken or useless fragments in case anything
more can be found, but I do not think it likely that any of the
more precious objects still missing will be discovered there. I
thought I might identify some of the rings among the more
[modern?] Indian jewellery, but have been unable to do so.
When however I have heard from the India Office, another
search [will be] made at S. Kensington.
I was particularly anxious to settle this matter up at the
present moment as I have nearly completed my section of the
annual Report to Parliament and the BM in which these
antiquities will have to be noticed.
I am very sorry to inflict upon you so long a letter and so
much trouble.
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Franks: List of sites and their finds (extracted from Ariana Antiqua
with pencilled annotations of objects in the British Museum.
Topes and Tumuli of Afghanistan – Vide H.H. Wilson,

Ariana Antiqua, p. 55
Jalalabad, i.e. Darunta, Chahar Bagh and Hadda
Kotpur
1. Silver box, containing red fluid (not opened). Beak of a
bird (Honigberger).
2. Cylindrical box of steatite (Pl. III.2), flat ornamented
cover, contains a smaller silver one (same plate), which
held
An impression of a seal in clay (Pl. IV.6); a circular piece
of silver, with royal bust [Heraus coin]; 2 thin circular gold
ornaments; a globular gold bead; 10 copper coins [Kujula
Kadphises] (see Pl. V.8 &c.).
3. Nothing.
Passani
1. Nothing.
2. Nothing.
Bimaran
1. Nothing.
2. Globular vase of steatite with lid, both inscribed (see Pl.
II.1). It contained
A casket of pure gold (Pl. IV.1, 2, 3 and p. 53); small
metallic plate of seated figure; 30 small circular ornaments
of gold; beads of burnt coral, burnt pearls, 18 of sapphire,
agate, &c.; 4 copper coins of Azes dynasty (see Pl. VIII.1).
3. Globular vase of steatite containing ‘the customary
trinkets … burnt pearls’ (Honigberger); pagoda-like
ornament of pure gold [model stupa]; burnt pearls; 27 copper
coins [Soter Megas issues] (see Pl. IX.8 &c.).
4. Silver box (broken) in shape like the steatite ones. 17
beads, carnelian crystal agate &c.; green stone recumbent
bull (Pl. I.6 [wrong identification of cornelian lion as find
from Bimaran 4]); 6 copper coins (same type as preceding) 2
smaller, 4 larger.
5. Nine chambers, Jani Tope, all of which contained coins
and five of them a steatite vase. Of the steatite vases, two
disappeared and but a small portion of the coins was secured
(Honigberger).
Not obtained:– 3 steatite vases, flat covers; ornaments of
gold, burnt pearls, beads &c.; box of bark; 30 copper coins.
Obtained: 6 coins (boys of Naib Yar Muhammad); 31
copper coins (from Akhund); 15 copper coins (Mullah
Abd-ul-rahim).
At the top of the Tope excavated by Masson: Steatite vase
containing small hollow gold bead; one bead burnt coral; 16
copper coins (Hercules type).
Deh Rahman
1. Diminutive steatite vase containing a number of
diminutive copper coins (Hercules type).
2.Nothing.
Surkh (or Red) Tope
Nothing (a coin of the horseman type accidentally found
in the precincts).
Nandara
Box of bark without bottom, containing
A piece of clay impressed with two figures holding palm

112 | The Charles Masson Archive

branches; iron head of hatchet; stone of the exact size and
shape of an egg.
Gudara
Silver casket, containing casket of pure gold, containing 2
or 3 beads; fragment of mother of pearl; fragment of bone.
Barabad
Steatite vase and I believe a mass of crystal
(Honigberger).
Sultanpur
Steatite (model) ornament [stupa] (Pl. III.1. BM) [see
BM-Asia 4–4–1881].
Tumuli of Darunta
Passani
1. Large stone and human bones.
2. Human skull. Steatite vase (Pl. I, figs 1, 2. South
Kensington Museum [see BM-Asia 4–4–1881]) containing
sundry minute gold and silver boxes, cylindrical; ashes,
beads &c.; six copper coins Azes family.
3. Large broken earthen jar with ashes.
4. Nothing.
5. Copper coins, one of Azes family; spherical stone or
marble; bird’s beak.
6. Not opened.
7. Human skeleton, minus the skull.
8. Nothing.
9. Earthen jar; copper coins.
10–14. Not opened.
Bimaran
Group of tumuli not opened.
Surkh Tope
Nothing.
Nandara Tope
Not opened.
Chahar Bagh
1. Nothing.
2. Nothing.
3. Nothing.
4. Steatite vase containing diminutive cylindrical case of
gold, no cover; 28 Indo-Scythic [Kushan] copper coins
Kanerkes [Kanishka] (Pl. XI.15).
5. Small steatite vase; 1 copper coin of Mokadphises
[Wima Kadphises]; animal tooth.
6. Steatite vase containing cylindrical case with gold
cover.
Hadda
1. Small steatite vase, containing small silver cylindrical
case with a twist of tuz leaf with Bactro-Pali inscription.
2. Fragments of bark casket; 27 large coins of
Mokadphises [Wima Kadphises].
3. Fragments of large steatite vase; fragments of small
silver casket containing 3 crystal beads; piece of green stone;
2 white substances; small shell and part of another; very
small cylinder: gold case; small globular gold ornament; pale
ruby; a bead and two seeds; 1 square coin of Hermaeus
[Kharahostes or Mujatria]; 1 of Unadpherres
[Gondophares]; 2 of Azes family [Mujatria]; 12 others
Hercules type [Kujula Kadphises].
4. Fragments of bone (or ivory) casket; ruby set in gold;
small globular gold bead; bead of crystal &c.; 1 coin of

Mokadphises [Wima Kadphises]; 4 successsors of Kanerkes
[Kanishka I].
5, 6, 7. Nothing
8. Massive copper gilt lamp and stand; brass pins to
adjust the wick?
9. Indo-Scythic [Kushan] copper coin.
10. (Tope Kelan) Large copper jar; 13 copper coins; 3 silver
rings, minute ornaments, beads &c. Within the copper jar
were:– cylindrical copper gilt case (Pl. II.2, bottom gone);
silver casket with cover; 4 silver coins, Sasanian (thin); small
blue stone; cylindrical mass of crystal; large silver casket (Pl.
II.3); golden casket (Pl. II.4); 3 beads and unguents; 52 gilt or
gold beads.
From here to end are now in the Museum of the East
India Co. H.H. W[ilson]. (see Ariana Antiqua, p. 109).
5 gold solidi of Emp[eror]s: Theodosius, Marcian, Leo.
2 gold (alloyed) Kanoj coins. Pl. XVIII, figs 25, 26.
202 silver coins Sasanian, see Pl. XVI. [annotated in pencil]
√ 100 [coins only]
1 gold ring with engraved gem. Pl. III.5, 6?
1 gold ring, sapphire.
1 gold ring without gem.
7 gold rings plain, two fragments.
1 small gold cylindrical case.
2 engraved gems, fine. Pl. III?
3 plain rubies.
7 gems various.
13 beads &c.
13 gold ornaments.
1 fragment mother of pearl.
1 fragment coral bead.
1 silver ring with gem.
62 silver rings plain.
1 silver cylinder: vase without cover.
Fragments of rings &c.
11 copper coins.
Hadda
11. Human bones. Animal teeth.
12. Idols (dispersed).
13. Earthen jar containing stone wrapped in tuz leaves,
inscribed, see pl. at end of alphabets p. 262.
Tumulus Tepe Kelan: Nothing.
Mound upon which Hadda stands:
Idols have been found with cast heads. The heads on
earthen bodies.
Guldara (Kabul)
Gold coins of Kadphises and of Kanerki family [Wima
Kadphises; Huvishka]; gold buttons (?) with shanks (Pl.
III.3, 4).
Kohwat, District of Wardak, Tumuli [sic: stupas]
7 vases of metal and steatite, brass – one inscribed
Bactro-Pali; Indo-Scythic [Kushan] coins.
[Pencilled note in different handwriting at top of new section] ‘We
have in all 9 steatite vases, 4 identified’ [Kotpur 2, Bimaran
2, Passani tumulus 2, Sultanpur. One of the nine, 1880.92, is
not from the Masson Collection].
__________________________________________

BM-Asia 18–2–1881a – First transfer of Masson Collection from
India Museum to British Museum:
Franks’ List of India Museum numbered cardboard trays
containing objects, Masson’s original labels ‘but … rarely in
the trays to which they belong’ and loose tickets ‘with
numbers in pencil from 1 to 73 with however numerous gaps
and in some cases more than 1 ticket in a tray’ (see also Vol.
1, Appendix 2).
1. Rings beads &c. neck of glass bottle.
2. Coins, balls, weight &c. [label] ‘No. 3 Tope Hidda p. 106’.
3. Coins and beads. No. 4 Chahar Bagh [label] ‘19 copper
coins extracted with stone box from Tope Chahar Bagh’.
4. Small beads, weight square coins &c. [label] ‘6 coins
extracted from Jani tope of Darunta by a blacksmith &
purchased from him’ [Fig. 90.5].
5. [blank]
6. Coins, beads, green jade scarab &c. No. 5 Bimaran.
[label] ‘31 coins extracted from Jani tope of Darunta by
an Akhund and purchased from him’.
7. Copper coins. No. 2 Hadda. [label] ‘27 copper coins of
King Kadphis [Wima Kadphises] extracted from Tope
Hadda [SKM] 1049.
8. 100 [added in pencil] Coins bracteates Sasanian [corrected in
pencil] ‘No. 3 Hadda’ [Fig. 91] (sic: No. 10 Hadda p. 109
[in pencil]). Tickets No. 11, No. 12, in same box tray.
9. [blank]
10. Copper coins. [label] ‘15 copper coins extracted from
Jani Tope at Darunta by Mullah Abd-ul-rahim and
purchased from him’.
11. [blank]
12. [blank]
13. Cornelian bead &c.
14. Stone beads, ruby &c.
15. Crystal and other beads.
16. Fragments of gold, minute beads &c.
17. Ornaments & fragments of bronze, finger rings &c.
18. Copper coins. [label] ‘No. V. Bimaran 15 coins. 22’.
19. [blank]
20. [blank]
21. Crystal beads & part of bronze finger ring.
22. Two stone beads, bronze seal &c.
23. [blank]
24. [blank]
25. See 34.
26. See 34.
27. See 34.
28. See 34.
29. See 34.
30. [blank]
31. [blank]
32. Fragments of bronze ornaments. In tray is also [ticket]
‘No. 75’.
33. Fragments of silver ornaments, 1 bronze.
34. Gold headed pin and 8 small trays:
25. Silver rings.
26. Finger rings & gold.
27. Head of gold pin & fragment.
28. Hemisphere of gold, bead. bronze &c.
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29. Plate of gold &c.
53. 3 amethyst beads.
60. Gold studs.
61. 2 white shell (?) beads.
35. Quantity of rings, bronze &c.
[36. Omitted from Franks’ list]
[37. Omitted from Franks’ list]
38. Fragments of burnt coral.
39. Bronze, iron &c. arrowheads &c. [label] ‘No. 4 Chahar
Bagh coins of Kanerke’ [Kanishka].
40. Fragments of ivory box.
41. Large grinders/teeth.
42. No. Grinder, 3 pins, fragments, beads &c. (Ariana Antiqua
pl. IV fig. 4 [pins]).
43. [blank]
44. Carnelian beads.
45. Bronze coins.
46. [blank]
47. 3 diminutive gold cups.
48. Silver box cylindrical.
49. Clay impression of seal.
50. Clay impression of seal.
51. Gold buttons, clay beads.
52. [blank]
53. See 34.
54. 2 beads crystal & amethyst.
55. [blank]
56. Small beads.
57. Bronze coins &c.
58. Silver rings. [label] ‘Naghernahe &c. from Begram’.
59. [blank]
60. See 34.
61. See 34.
62. Steatite ball.
63. Clay impression of seal &c.
64. Gold disc, tessera (sic) &c. [label] ‘6 copper coins found
in tope near Bimaran at Darunta 2 large 4 small’ 		
[Bimaran 4].
65. [blank]
66. [blank]
67. Top of silver casket & coin.
68. [blank]
69. Bronze object, rings &c.
70. Silver box, gold buttons [label] ‘Relics from Tope Deh
Rahman of Darunta [Fig. 89.7]’.
71. Fragments of ivory (Label No. 40 in same tray).
72. Fragments of metal & earth.
73. Red earth.
__________________________________________
BM-Asia 22–2–1881 Draft letter to H. Rawlinson from
A.W. Franks.
Sir Henry Rawlinson KCB,
21 Charles Street,
Berkeley Square
22 February 1881
My dear Sir Henry,
I have lately been very busy trying to reduce to order the
relics from the topes of Afghanistan, the remains of which
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came to our museum with other antiquities from the India
Museum. But there is much confusion in the collection, and
so many important specimens wanting, that I have written
to Dr Rost to ask him whether he could help me with any
documents or if anything more remained in the library at
the India Office.
I fear from what he says the little will be found; but I
understand that he proposes to bring my letter officially
before the Council.
I therefore venture to write to you as holding so high a
position in that institution to beg that if at any time the India
Office should give up possession of the gold box from the
Hadda tope Bimaran 2 (Ariana Antiqua, Pl. IV, fig. 1, 2, 3)
(now lent to South Kensington) it may be lent to the British
Museum having been found with other things now in our
collection and belonging to an earlier date than the
collection in South Kensington.
As the South Kensington Museum are at present having
objects on loan it is very wise [?] that the gold box should be
exhibited there, but I think its final resting place should be here.
It appears to me also that if the well-known silver patera
[Triumph of Dionysus] should [not] have to remain in the
India Office, the British Museum could be the proper place
to deposit it. You will remember our acquiring for a good
price the silver cup belonging to Princess Gagarin that you
recommended [us] to purchase and I have obtained a silver
dish from Persia which has unfortunately no figures or
inscriptions upon it.
[unsigned: A.W. Franks]
__________________________________________
BM-Asia 3–3–1881 – Letter from J.L. Secombe, Under
Secretary of State for India, India Office, to A.W. Franks.
Y 1822.1 rm. – 11/80.I.2503
It is requested that any further communication on this
subject may be addressed to –
The Under Secretary of State for India,
India Office,
London, S.W.
India Office, S.W.
3 March 1881
To A.W. Franks Esq
Sir,
I am directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council
to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 14th Ultimo,
addressed to Dr Birdwood, and in reply, to inform you that
Lord Hartington has much pleasure in presenting you with
a copy of General Cunningham’s Stupa of Bharhut, and in
complying with your request for the loan of Colonel
Mackenzie’s volume of the drawings of Amaravati
Sculptures.
I am to add that there are photographs of other Indian
sculptures which have not yet been arranged but to which
you can have access for reference or comparison with
originals kept in the British Museum, but these cannot be at
present sent to you on loan.

For inspection application should be made to Dr
Birdwood at this office.
I am, Sir, your obedient Servant,
J.L. Secombe
__________________________________________
BM-Asia 4–4–1881 Letter from A.W. Franks to Sir Philip
Cunliffe-Owen at South Kensington Museum
British Museum, 4 April 1881
To Sir Philip Cunliffe-Owen KCB,
South Kensington Museum
Sketch enclosed
My dear Owen,
Among the antiquities received from the India Museum is
the collection of curious collection excavated by Mr C.
Masson from the topes of Afghanistan and described in
Wilson’s Ariana Antiqua. I have been trying to get these into
order, but find that many of the more interesting specimens
are missing – I have made enquiries at the India Office, but
fear that little will be found.
I have however found in your India section two of the
objects in question.
1. A steatite box see sketch enclosed which has on it
printed nos 13 and 34. It was found in one of the Passani
topes [tumulus 2] and is engraved in Wilson [1841], pl. 1, figs
1, 2 [Fig. 103.1]. We have some of the small objects found in
it [Vol. 1, Fig. 96].
2. A bronze water vessel [Wardak vase] with engraved
inscriptions numbered by you 4830. It is noticed in Wilson
[1841], p. 118 and the inscription which has not been yet
interpreted is given in Prinsep’s Essays on Indian Antiquities by
Edward Thomas, vol. 1, pl. 10 [Vol. 1, Fig. 307.1].
It would be very desirable that these two objects which
have been accidentally separated from the collection should
be transferred to us – and I should be greatly obliged if you
could see your way to do this. It would be carrying out the
plan on which the division of the collection was decided
upon.
It is not improbable that among the odds and ends, which
from their broken or unsightly state, it has not been thought
worthwhile to exhibit, I might be able to detect a few more of
the missing specimens, and if you will allow me to do so I
will, one of these days, look them over.
I have thought it best to write to you direct in this matter,
instead of making an application through the India Office.

India Office, S.W.
7 April 1881
To A.W. Franks Esq
Sir,
I am directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council
to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 18 February last
addressed to Dr Rost in which you enquire after certain
articles found to be missing from the Masson collection
which was made over to the Trustees of the British Museum
at the time of the transfer of the India Museum to the
Science and Art Department.
In reply, I am to express to you His Lordship’s regret, that
due search having been made, no information regarding the
disappearance of the articles mentioned by you can be traced.
I am, Sir, your obedient Servant,
J.L. Secombe
__________________________________________
BM-Asia 4–8–1881 – [Draft letter to] The Secretary,
Science and Art Dept., S.K. [Museum], S.W.
British Museum
4 August 1881
Sir,
In answer to your letter of the 15th Ultimo, I.M. 2217/81, I
have the honour to state that I have communicated to the
Trustees of the British Museum who are glad to learn that
the Lords of the Committee of Council on Education are
willing to transfer the two objects from the Topes in
Afghanistan which belong to the Masson collection
previously received from the India Museum.
With regard to the copies of the Ajanta paintings I should
be disposed to demur to the suggestion of their being
unsuitable to our collections. They are the only
representatives it is possible to have of a most interesting
phase of Buddhist art in India, now entirely passed away,
and chiefly of antiquarian interest. I have, however, received
instructions on the subject from the Trustees and will put
myself in communication with the Director of the S.K.M.
and see how far it is possible to meet their Lordships’ views
on this point.
I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient Servant,
Aug. W. Franks
__________________________________________

Yours sincerely,
A.W. Franks
__________________________________________

BM-Asia 1–8–1882 – Draft letter to G.C.M. Birdwood,
India Office, from A.W. Franks
1 August 1882

BM-Asia 7–4–1881 – Letter from J.L. Secombe, Under
Secretary of State for India, India Office, to A.W. Franks
Y 1840.4 rms. – 11/80.I.2586

Dear Sir George,
You will remember perhaps my letter to Dr Rost of the 18
February 1881 respecting some missing specimens from the
Masson Collection which he made official and to which I
had an official answer on 7 April following stating that they
could not be found.
I am happy to be able to tell you that the greater part of
the missing specimens have turned up in the drawers of one

It is requested that any further communication on this
subject may be addressed to –
The Under Secretary of State for India,
India Office, London, S.W.
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of the coin cabinets which have been sent by the India Office
to the British Museum and there is one whole drawer full of
bronze odds and ends from the plain of Begram, also
Masson. As these antiquities cannot be considered part of
the coin collections, would it not be best to treat them as
belonging to those that were previously transferred to us?
But of course we should not like to do this without the
sanction of the Secretary of State for India.
Perhaps you would kindly mention this matter in the
proper quarter as I shall shortly have to complete the
registration of the India collection.
As arranged with you, proper labels have been put to the
sculptures and to the piece of Roman pavement (which looks
very well) recording their presentation by the Secretary of
State for India in Council.
Yours truly [unsigned]
__________________________________________
BM-Asia 17–8–1882 – Letter from G.C.M. Birdwood,
India Office, to A.W. Franks
17 August 1882
Private
Dear Mr Franks,
With reference to your note of the 1st, I am instructed to ask
you if you could let me have a list of the Masson ‘find[s]’ you
have made. I have said that you should keep all the things,
but some of us wish anything like a presentable object to be
returned, and placed in the Council room. I have said there
is nothing of the sort in the collection: but as it would be
more satisfactory to have this from you also. I am told to ask
you for a short descriptive list of the things, there is no hurry
for a week or two.
Sincerely yours,
G.C.M. Birdwood
__________________________________________
BM-Asia 21–8–1882 – Draft letter and list from A.W.
Franks to G.C.M. Birdwood, India Office
British Museum
21 August 1882
Dear Sir George,
As I am leaving town at the end of this week for five weeks, I
enclose a list of the antiquities, which were found in the coins
cabinets when the collection was sent to the BM. I think you
will agree with me that there is little amongst them worthy
to ornament the council chamber at the India Office.
From the card trays in which these specimens are placed,
I suggest they chiefly belong to the Masson collection as the
trays we previously received are the same make – but the
descriptions in Ariana Antiqua are so slight that they cannot
be identified unless they are engraved.
With these and those previously received we should have
all the engraved specimens except the following:
Pl. I.1. Steatite box at South Kensington which we are
expecting to receive [Passani tumulus 2 reliquary, see
BM-Asia 4–4–1881].
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Pl. I.5. Gold ring set with a gem. Head of Hercules.
Pl. II.2. Broken bronze box [Hadda 10].
Pl. II.3. Silver filigree box [Hadda 10].
Pl. II.4. Gold box set with a sapphire [Hadda 10].
Pl. IV.1. The gold box still in the possession of the India
Office and exhibited at Kensington [Bimaran 2].
Yours truly,
AWF
[Attached list] 21 August 1882
[To:–] India Museum,
Sir George Birdwood
List of antiquities found in the cabinet of coins when the collection was
transmitted to the British Museum from the India Office [i.e. ‘2nd
lot’; Figs 103–6]
4 gold rings, antique stones; two of them in Ariana Antiqua, Pl.
III.5, 8 [sic: 6].
1 twisted gold and bronze ring, Ariana, Pl. II.5
7 miscellaneous silver rings.
5 engraved gems, Ariana, Pl. I.4, 7; Pl. IV.10, 11, 12.
87 miscellaneous engraved gems (probably Masson, being in
similar trays).
2 stained stones.
1 stone ring.
1 stone seal, Ariana, Pl. I.2.
1 carnelian lion, Ariana, Pl. I.6.
1 pink stone lion.
1 very diminutive gold box, Ariana, Pl. III.12.
1 bronze duck, Ariana, Pl. III.9.
1 bronze astragalus, Ariana, Pl. III.10.
2 small tablets, one jade, the other steatite.
1 small enamelled silver pendant.
1 gold etui set with a few flat garnets cut in to patterns. Found
in the Ahin Posh Tope near Jalalabad [Vol. 1, Fig. 241.7].
This is of great interest to us as illustrating a puzzling object
discovered some years since at Wiesbaden, and believed on
other grounds to be Persian and is supposed to have
originated the garnet work of Anglo-Saxon jewellery.
1 drawer full of very small (and worthless) fragments of
bronze, objects with ticket ‘Begram 1837’, see Ariana Antiqua,
pp. 10, 11. This is evidently the remainder of what was
already received from the same place.
1 card tray with similar contents and probably from the same
place, as among them are bronze objects engraved in Ariana,
Pl. IV.5, 7, 9, 13, 16.
___________________________________________
Fig. 103 Franks’ annotated sketch of Wilson 1841,
Antiquities pl. I: 1. ‘SKM’, Passani tumulus 2 steatite
reliquary (later transferred from South Kensington
Museum). 6. ‘2nd lot’, Wardak 1 (?): carnelian lion bead.
8. Carnelian intaglio with image of a boar ‘from one of the
topes’, omitted by Franks, i.e. not found? Masson collection.
2–5, 7. ‘2nd lot’, 3. ‘Not found’, all Ventura collection.
Fig. 104 Franks’ annotated sketch of Wilson 1841,
Antiquities pl. II: 1. ‘BM’, Bimaran 2: steatite reliquary.

Figure 103 Franks’ annotated sketch of
Wilson 1841, Antiquities pl. I, noting the
location of the illustrated objects, i.e.
‘BM’ (transferred in 1880–1), ‘SKM’
(South Kensington Museum), ‘2nd lot’
(transferred with India Office coins in
1882) and ‘not found’

Figure 104 Franks’ annotated sketch of
Wilson 1841, Antiquities pl. II

2–4. Hadda 10: gilded bronze, silver and gold reliquaries,
‘Not found’. 5. ‘2nd lot’, Hadda 10: gold, silver and copper
twisted wire ring.

bronze birds. 7–9. Begram: bronze seals. Masson
collection.
__________________________________________

Fig. 105 Franks’ annotated sketch of Wilson 1841,
Antiquities pl. III: 1. Sultanpur: steatite stupa. 2. Kotpur 2:
steatite and lost silver reliquary. 3–10, 12. ‘2nd lot’: 3–4.
Guldara: gold buttons. 5–6, 7. Hadda 10: 2 rings; ‘carnelian’
(garnet) intaglio, ‘2nd lot’ (5–6 not found). 9–10. Begram:
bird; astragalus. 11. Inscribed bark ‘not found’. 12. Passani
tumulus 2: gold reliquary. Masson collection. 8. Punjab:
garnet intaglio, Ventura collection.

BM-Asia 2–9–1882 – Copy of letter from Louis Mallet,
Permanent Under-Secretary of State for India
R.S. &c. 1561
India Office
2 September 1882

Fig. 106 Franks’ annotated sketch of Wilson 1841,
Antiquities pl. IV: 1–3. ‘India Office’, Bimaran 2: gold
reliquary. 6, 14. Not annotated, Kotpur 2: clay sealing, gold
bracteate. 4, 15. ‘BM’, Begram (4.a, c, 15) and Hadda 10
(4.b): pins. 5, 7–12, 13, 16. ‘2nd lot’: 10–11. Hadda 10:
intaglios. 12. Kabul bazaar: intaglio. 5, 13, 16. Begram:

Sir,
1. I am directed by the Secretary State for India in
Council to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 1st
ultimo in which you state that the greater part of the missing
Masson collection has been found in the drawers of one of
the cabinets of coins which were recently sent from the India
Office to the British Museum and ask sanction for their
retention by the Trustees of the British Museum.
2. In reply I am to say that the Lord Hartington has heard
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Figure 105 Franks’ annotated
sketch of Wilson 1841,
Antiquities pl. III

Figure 106 Franks’ annotated sketch
of Wilson 1841, Antiquities pl. IV

with satisfaction of the recovery of these interesting
historical curiosities and approves of their being kept
together as part of the collection of antiquities and coins
which have recently been transferred from the India
Museum and Library to the British Museum.

Dear Sir,
Mr Franks has forwarded to me the enclosed letter received
by him from the India Office respecting some antiquities
belonging to the Masson collection.
Mr Franks requests me to bring the letter under your
notice as well as his answer to it, which I also enclose.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Louis Mallet
(original sent to the Principal Librarian [who] will report 11
October 1882)
__________________________________________

Yours faithfully,
Charles H. Read.
__________________________________________

BM-Asia 16–9–1882 – Letter from Charles H. Read to
Edward A. Bond LLD, Principal Librarian, India Office
British Museum AP No. 1/4207 – 18 September 1882
16 September 1882

BM-Asia 7–9–1882 – Copy of letter sent to L. Mallet,
Under Secretary of State for India from A.W. Franks
British Museum AP No. 2/4207 – 18 September 1882
R.S. &c. 1561
Storrs Hall, Windermere
7 September 1882
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Sir,
I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2nd
instant, which has been forwarded to me here during my
absence on vacation.
I am glad to learn that the Secretary of State for India in
Council approves of the Trustees of the British Museum
keeping, as part of the collection recently transferred to
them, the antiquities which were recently discovered in one
of the coin cabinets sent to the British Museum from the
Library at the India Office, and of which I transmitted a list
to Sir George Birdwood.
I will duly report this matter to the Trustees of the British
Museum when they recommence their meetings in October.
I am, Sir, your obedient Servant
Augustus W. Franks
__________________________________________
BM-Asia 11–10–1882 – Draft report from Franks to the
Trustees of the British Museum
CE 4/180 BM-OP 11–10–1882, no. 4595
Indian Antiquities – Masson Collection
11 October 1882
Mr Franks has the honour to report that, as he has
previously had occasion to state to the Trustees, a number of
objects formerly in the Masson Collection could not be
found among the Indian antiquities transferred from the
India Museum in 1879 and that on writing to Dr Rost on the
subject, Mr Franks was officially informed that these
antiquities were not forthcoming.
When however the coin cabinets were sent to the
Museum from the India Office a number of miscellaneous
objects were discovered in some of the drawers which proved
to include the greater number of the missing specimens from
the Masson Collection. Mr Franks therefore wrote to Sir
George Birdwood and suggested that these antiquities
should be included in the collection previously transferred
and furnished him with a list of the specimens in question.
This resulted in the enclosed letter being received by Mr
Franks from the Under Secretary of State for India by which
the Trustees will see that Lord Hartington approves of the
transfer to the Trustees of the specimens in question.
Although many of the objects are not of any great
moment, there are some among them which are valuable
additions to the Indian series.
__________________________________________
BM-Asia 2–7–1884 – Draft letter to Sir Philip CunliffeOwen, Director of South Kensington Museum, from A.W.
Franks
2 July 1884
My dear Owen,
On going over the Masson collection, which formed part of
the antiquities transferred to the British Museum from the
India Museum, I found sundry specimens, described by
Wilson and others, to be missing. Two of them I identified in
your Indian collection including a steatite box and a bronze

water vessel with inscription, numbered by you 4830
[Passani 2 reliquary and Wardak vase, Vol. 1, Figs 96.1,
307.1]. Two objects that I find were overlooked in the hurry
of the transfer.
I communicated with you on the subject, and conceived a
letter from the Department ( July 15 1881), stating that my
Lords were willing to transfer to the British Museum these
two objects. In the same letter it was suggested that the
Department would be glad to have the copies of the Ajanta
paintings which had not been transferred by the Secretary of
State for India in Council along with the antiquities.
I answered that I would consider the suggestion and
consult our Trustees who preliminarily have left the matter
entirely in my hands.
It was suggested by W. Ferguson that some of the
paintings should remain here to illustrate other Buddhist
representations and the rest sent to you. I however feel that
they should not be separated, and that they should all go or
remain together.
The matter has however been postponed by me from
time to time, I take very great interest in early Buddhist
representations and legends to which I have given much
attention, and have hopes that a careful and minute
examination of the paintings might enable me to identify the
subjects in them which has never been done by anyone as far
as I am aware. I also wish to examine carefully, sundry
archaeological details of costume, armour, etc.
The very extensive speculations which have been going
on at the Museum have prevented my carrying out my
intentions. As one gets older the power of work seems to
diminish and I have so much to do that I do not think I ought
to undertake my proposed task at any case [?] for the
present.
I shall now therefore be prepared to hand over to your
department the whole of the copies of the Ajanta paintings,
provided you could let us have here, in addition to the two
specimens from the Masson Collection, the transfer of which
has been agreed to, the bronze water vessel or lota from
Kurdlah [Kulu vase BM 1880.22], engraved in Sir George
Birdwood’s ‘Industrial Arts of India’ pl. 12. This is an early
Buddhist work clearly belonging to the class of antiquities
which the India Office intended to transfer to the British
Museum and had I known as much about these subjects as I
do now when the transfer was made I should have claimed as
part of our lot.
There is I believe a very good electrotype copy of the vase
which could probably serve your purposes.
__________________________________________
BM-Asia 23–4–1968 – Godwin-Austen seals
BG/JL 23 April 1968
Dr A.D.H. Bivar,
School of Oriental and African Studies
University of London
Malet Street
London WC1
Dear Bivar,
I promised to let you have, on my return to London, all the
information we have about the seals presented to the
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Museum in 1943 by Miss Godwin-Austen. I recall her
visiting the Department offering the seals and saying that
she had inherited them from her uncle, Henry Haversham
Godwin-Austen, who was born in 1834 and served in the
Indian Survey Department from 1852–77. According to my
notes she said that they had been collected in the North West
Frontier Region by ‘Mason of the Calcutta Museum’. I did
not visit her home, the Causey, Cranleigh, Surrey, and
therefore did not see anything except what she brought to
the Department.
The collection consisted of 51 seals of varied material,
origin and type, and you are welcome to see them here. I
would, however, prefer waiting until Douglas Barratt returns
from India on 6th May, so that he may be able to discuss the
collection with you. According to the register the first 17
items are inscribed in Arabic script and the remainder are
either figural or amuletic. They were registered by the late
Dr William Cohn, who unfortunately gives the minimum
information. We were, as you know, very short handed at the
time, owing to the war.
We would, of course, now appreciate any opinion that
you may be able to give us about any of these seals.
Yours sincerely,
[unsigned]
__________________________________________
BM-Asia 3–1–1992 – P. Craddock RL6132
Technical report on the organic material adhering to the walls of the
Bimaran Casket, 1900,0209.1
Department of Oriental Antiquities [now Asia Department]
Introduction
The casket is of sheet gold with repoussé decoration and set
with garnets. Adhering to the inside of the walls are the
remains of a resinous material. A request was made to
determine the purpose of this material especially if it was
connected with the making of the casket.
There are two components to the organic materials, a
hard [dark red] resin and an opaque buff-orange material of
very low density. Both are in immediate contact with the
walls of the casket in various places and the red material is
certainly the adhesive holding the garnets in place.
The backing to which the gold was held during the
repoussé work would have needed to be dense but pliable.
Backing material such as bitumen or lead are common, but
the materials in the casket are both brittle and very light and
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would thus be useless. It seems rather that they were used as
an adhesive or matrix to hold something in the casket and
the impression of this is clearly visible on the inside face of
the fragments.
The fragments were examined microscopically and
analysed qualitatively by X-ray fluorescence (XRF), X-ray
diffraction (XRD) and by Fourier transform infra-red
(FTIR) spectroscopy.
The dark red resinous material
This was of low density, brittle and was probably
transparent. On analysis by XRF the elements iron,
calcium, potassium, copper, lead, zinc and arsenic were all
detected, although in low concentrations which suggested
they were only minor components of the whole. FTIR
analysis gave spectra which were consistent with shellac, but
treatment with sodium hydroxide did not give the red colour
(indicating the presence of erythrolaccis) which is diagnostic
for shellac. However, the erythrolaccis could have been
removed when the shellac was processed.
The buff-orange material
This was of very low density, suggesting an organic material.
However, XRF analysis showed the presence of both arsenic
and sulphur suggesting the presence of orpiment, A 2 S3 or
realgar, As S. Orpiment was identified by X-ray diffraction
analysis. Examination using a binocular microscope
revealed the presence of small fragments of orpiment
scattered throughout the buff-orange coloured material. It
was also apparent from the binocular microscope
examination that the material contains many other
inclusions and is very porous, which may at least in part
account for its low density. Minor amounts of iron, calcium
and potassium were also detected by the XRF analysis but
these could originate from dirt on the surface rather than
clay in the material.
The result of the FTIR analysis did not provide a clear
identification of particular organic compound but suggested
that a tree resin might be present. It was also noted that some
tree resins, such as that from the Jarrah tree (native to
Australasia), can exist in two forms, a dark brown brittle
material, and a more plastic orange material, not dissimilar
to the material here.
Thus it appears that the light orange material comprises
of piment and other inorganic components set in an organic
matrix, which may include material derived from a tree
resin.
__________________________________________

Part 4
Fitzwilliam Museum
Library, Cambridge

FW 1906
Letters from F.W. Thomas, Librarian, India Office,
regarding proposed transfer of coins from the India Office
Collection to the Fitzwilliam Museum. Coins selected by the
Fitzwilliam include the Hazarajat hoard, some from the
Hadda stupa 10 relic deposit and others from the Masson
collection. They were not registered and are principally
recognized from drawings in Wilson 1841.
FW 27-7-1906
July 27, 1906
Dear Mr Searle,
Another slight obstacle has intervened to delay my making a
definite proposal regarding the coins. I shall propose to
transfer the whole collection to the Fitzwilliam Museum
leaving the Fitzwilliam Museum to make what selection may
seem good. Can you in the meanwhile inform me in the
name of the Museum that the gift will be welcome?
Believe me,
Yours sincerely
F.W. Thomas
__________________________________________
FW 11-8-1906
M.R. James Esq., Litt.D. & B.A.
(Director of the Fitzwilliam Museum)
The Provost’s Lodge
King’s College
Cambridge		
August 11, 1906
Dear Sir,
Your letter of July the 30th would have been acknowledged
before but that I hoped in a few days to announce the
decision of the Library Committee regarding the coins. No
doubt the transfer of them to the Fitzwilliam Museum will
be duly sanctioned, but it seems that a decision must be
postponed until after the holiday season, that is, until the
commencement of October. I trust that this will not cause
inconvenience to the museum.
Believe me, dear Sir, yours very truly,
F.W. Thomas
__________________________________________
FW 19-11-1906
M.R. James Esq, Litt.D
Director
Fitzwilliam Museum
Cambridge		
November 19, 1906
Dear Sir,
Sanction having now been obtained for placing our
remainder collection of, chiefly Oriental coins, at the
disposal of the Fitzwilliam Museum, I am writing to
communicate to you the fact and the dispatch of the four
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boxes containing the coins, which takes place today, and to
add a word of explanation.
The coins, though fairly numerous, probably include not
very much that is of value. They seem to be mainly copper:
the more precious parts of the collection having been
withdrawn in the years 1882–7 for presentation to the British
Museum and the Indian Museum in Calcutta, while a first
remainder was disposed of by sale.
As, therefore, the Fitzwilliam Museum is unlikely to have
a use for all the specimens, it is requested that the rejected
coins may at your convenience be returned here for final
disposal. At the same time we should be glad to receive back
any specimens (other than duplicates) of British Indian
Issues (but not of any emanating from contemporary
Portuguese, Dutch, Danish, French, or native powers with a
view to maintaining here a representative collection within
that limit).
The coins will be found partly classified in the cases, and
partly with any arrangement, in bags or loose. If in the
course of the examination of them it should seem likely that
our few note-books and papers relating to them would be of
service, there may, no doubt, without difficulty be lent to the
Museum for that purpose, and I shall also be happy to refer
to our records for any other information that may be
required. The keys of the cases I now enclose.
Trusting that the coins will duly reach you and that a
part, at least, of them may be found acceptable to the
Museum, I remain, dear Sir,
Yours very truly
F.W. Thomas
__________________________________________
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FW 15-11-1912
S.C. Cockerall Esq.
Director
Fitzwilliam Museum
Cambridge		
November 15, 1912
Dear Sir,
It will be within your cognizance that a remainder collection
of Oriental coins were presented to your Museum in
November 1906 with the stipulation that the residue of coins
not required for the Fitzwilliam Museum should be returned
to this office for final disposal. I understand that the residue
consists of considerable mass of mere rubbish together with
two Anglo-Indian coins, and I should be much obliged if you
would be so good as to order the return thereof with a view
to bringing the transaction to a close.
Yours faithfully
F.W. Thomas
Librarian
__________________________________________

Archival Sources

British Library India Office Collections

Masson Manuscripts, MSS Eur. listed in Kaye, G.R.
and Johnston, E.H. (1937) Catalogue of Manuscripts in
European Languages Belonging to the Library of the India Office,
vol. II, Minor Collections and Miscellaneous Manuscripts,
London, section II, nos 631–57, ‘The Masson Papers’, pp.
1272–82.Archer, M. (1969) ‘Charles Masson’, British
Drawings in the India Office Library, London, pp. 248–53.
Abbreviations

E161/I MSS Eur. E161/I (K&J 631): Masson Manuscripts,
Correspondence I, H. Pottinger, 1833–4.
E161/II MSS Eur. E161/II (K&J 632): Masson
Manuscripts, Correspondence II, C. Wade, agent in
Ludhiana.
E161/VI MSS Eur. E161/VI (K&J 636): Masson
Manuscripts, Correspondence VI, to Masson (copies).
E161/VII MSS Eur. E161/VII (K&J 637): Masson
Manuscripts, Correspondence VII, from Masson (copies).
E162 MSS Eur. E162 (K&J 639): Masson Manuscripts,
Letters to the Press, articles on Punjab war and East
India Company Administration.
E163 MSS Eur. E163 (K&J 640): Masson Manuscripts,
Journals and Narratives II, 1830–4.
E164 MSS Eur. E164 (K&J 641): Masson Manuscripts,
Journals and Narratives III, Diary of 1835.
E167 MSS Eur. E167 (K&J 650): Masson Manuscripts,
Bamiyan.
E169/I MSS Eur. E169/I (K&J 656 [1–18]): Masson
Manuscripts, Miscellaneous, part I.
E169/II MSS Eur. E169/II (K&J 656 [19]): Masson
Manuscripts, Miscellaneous, part II.
F63 MSS Eur. F63 (K&J 657 [1–73]): Masson Manuscripts,
Sketches and Drawings I. Bamiyan.
F64 MSS Eur. F64 (K&J 657 [74–199]): Masson
Manuscripts, Sketches and Drawings II.
F65 MSS Eur. F65 (K&J 657 [200–343]): Masson
Manuscripts, Sketches and Drawings III.
G40 MSS Eur. G40: Miscellaneous drawings of
Afghanistan, Sind and North-Western Provinces.
G41 MSS Eur. G41: Drawings of the caves of Jalalabad and
Kabul, with descriptions.
G42 MSS Eur. G42: Caves of Bamiyan.
G43 MSS Eur. G43: Drawings of the caves of Salsette and
Elephanta.
E161/I Correspondence I, from Colonel H. Pottinger to
Masson, 1833–41:
5 April, 3 October, 31 December 1833.
1 January, 15 April, 27 July, 6 August, 6 September, 4
October, 4 November 1834.
4 January 1841 Letter to Mrs Lewis (Masson’s mother) 30
Circus, Bath, concerning Quetta imprisonment and
refusal by London publishers to publish Narrative of
Various Journeys manuscript.
E163 section 19, f. 59 Diary of excavations at Hadda, 25
June – 5 July 1834.
E163 section 19, f. 65: Sketch map of Hadda.
F526/1–2 Masson Papers, British Library India Office
Collections: Two bundles boxed together in 1961, F526/1
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‘found in a box with other miscellaneous papers in 1958’;
F526/2 ‘discovered in the Newspaper Room in 1958 by
Mrs M.C. Poulter (archivist)’.
F526/1a ‘Enumeration of coins collected from Begram
during the years 1833, 1834 & 1835’. Abridged version
published as C. Masson, (1836) ‘Third memoir on the
ancient coins discovered at a site called Begram in the
Kohistan of Kabul’, Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal V,
pp. 537–48. Reproduced unabridged with commentary
Vol. 3, F526/1a.
F526/1b Sketches of the relic deposits from the Buddhist
sites of Darunta, Chahar Bagh and Hadda, 3ff (Figs
86–8).
F526/1c ‘Particulars of coins collected from Begram since
15 October 1837 to 30 June 1838’.
F526/1d ‘Particulars of coins &co. procured from the
bazaar of Kabul from 8 November 1837 to 30 June 1838’.
F526/1e ‘Coins &co. [from Begram] forwarded from
Kabul by C. Masson 1833–8’.
F526/1f ‘List of Coins A’, 2ff (no watermark; after 1841).
F526/1g ‘List of Coins B’, 2ff (no watermark; after 1841).
F526/1h ‘Descriptive Catalogue of Select Coins in the
Cabinet of Mr Masson’, 12ff (no watermark; after 1841).
F526/1i ‘List of coins [in Masson’s] 1st Cabinet’, 2ff (no
watermark).
F526/1j ‘List of coins collected from Begram in the
Kohistan of Kabul, conjectured to be the site of
Alexandria ad Caucasum’, 3ff (watermark: Wade 1843).
F526/1k Untitled coin lists 1834–7; gold coins acquired 9
October 1834–10 September 1838, 7ff (watermark: Wade
1843).
F526/1l Statement of coins &co. collected 1836–7.
forwarded to Pottinger 15 October 1837
F526/2a 1853 Notebook of scrap paper sewn together, 49ff.
E/4 Bombay Dispatches

East India Company, General Correspondence with India.
E/4/1057 [prev. LXII]: Bombay Dispatches, 6 Nov 1833 – 25
June 1834, pp. 790–1. ‘Masson, Mr, American:
Memoranda on countries of Central Asia obtained from,
to be transmitted to Supreme Government’.
E/4/1058 [prev. LXIII]: Bombay Dispatches, 26 June 1834 – 2
June 1835, pp. 490–1. ‘Masson: Pecuniary assistance to
enable completion of antiquarian researches in
Afghanistan approved’.
E/4/1059 [prev. LXIV]: Bombay Dispatches, 3 June 1835 – 30
April 1836, p. 754. ‘Researches of Mr Masson’.
E/4/1061 [prev. LXVI]: Bombay Dispatches, 3 May 1837 – 20
December 1837, p. 967. ‘Reference, Mr Masson’.
E/4/1062 [prev. LXVII]: Bombay Dispatches, 5 January 1838
– 31 May 1838, pp. 789–839. ‘Proceedings relating to Mr
Masson’s researches into coins and antiquities of
Afghanistan’.
E/4/1065 [prev. LXX]: Bombay Dispatches, 4 September
1839 – 25 March 1840, pp. 1279, pp. 1346–7. ‘Reference,
Mr Masson. Afghanistan: coins and antiquities collected
by Mr Masson; collection of coins and antiquities sent to
England and proceedings and remarks respecting’.
E/4/1066 [prev. LXXI]: Bombay Dispatches, 1 April 1840 – 2
September 1840, p. 834. ‘Reference, Mr Masson’.
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E/4/1068 [prev. LXXIII]: Bombay Dispatches, 7 April 1841
– 1 September 1841, pp. 587–8, 602. ‘Receipt of collection
of Mr Masson (antiquarian), acknowledged. Reference,
Mr Masson’.
E/4/1069 [prev. LXIV]: Bombay Dispatches, 8 September
1841 – 2 March 1842, pp. 408–9, 598–9. ‘Application
from Mr Masson (antiquarian), for transmission of
copper coins to agent in London. Afghanistan, research
into antiquities of’.
E/4/1070 [prev. LXV]: Bombay Dispatches, 9 March 1842 – 6
July 1842, p. 597–8. ‘Donation to Mr Masson, and
arrangements respecting passage money’.
P/– Bombay Political Proceedings

P/387/71 Bombay Political Proceedings, 11 March – 1 April
1835: Bombay Political Consultations 12, no. 780, 1 April
1835.
• Extract Masson’s letters to Pottinger, No. 2 [copy: E161/VII f. 5
(44)]: ‘Memorandum accompanying letter of 6 July 1834,
of relics obtained from the topes of Chahar Bagh and
Hadda, held by Charles Masson for the Bombay
Government’.
• Extract Masson’s letters to Pottinger, No. 3, dated ‘Hadda, 15
July 1834’.
• Extract Masson’s letters to Pottinger, No. 4, dated ‘Hadda, 30
September 1834’.
• Extract Masson’s letters to Pottinger, No. 5 [copy: E161/VII f.
8]: ‘Memorandum accompanying letter of 9 October
1834, of relics &co., held by Charles Masson for the
Bombay Government’.
• Extract Masson’s letters to Pottinger, No. 6 [copy: E161/VII ff.
16–22]: ‘Memorandum accompanying letter of 11
December 1834, of relics, coins &co., dispatched from
Kabul’.
P/387/– Bombay Political Proceedings, 1836: Bombay Political
Consultations, 29 June 1836.
P/388/33 Bombay Political Proceedings, 4 January – 15
February 1837: Bombay Political Consultations, 1
February 1837.
P/388/58 Bombay Political Proceedings, 28 March – 18 April
1838: Bombay Political Consultations, no. 1440, 4 April
1838
• ‘Particulars ... of coins &co. forwarded to Pottinger, 15
October 1837’ [copies: E161/VII ff. 31, 33; F526/1, 2ff,
Watermark: W. Venables &Co. 1835/EIC bale mark].
P/389/1 Bombay Political Proceedings, 7 – 21 November 1838:
Bombay Political Consultations, 21 November 1838.
P/389/18 Bombay Political Proceedings, 23 October – 13
November 1839: Bombay Political Consultations, 13
November 1839.
B/– East India Company Court Minutes

Decisions by Court of Directors.
IOR/B/233 Court Minutes, 15 October 1856 – 8 April 1857:
East India Company Court of Directors Resolution 11
February 1857.
IOR/F/4 Boards Collections
Bombay Government copies of correspondence and
background papers for replying to dispatches
____________________________________________

British Museum Records
Central Archives

BM-TM British Museum Trustees Minutes
BM-OP
British Museum Original Papers: Standing
Committee Papers
Honigberger Papers

BM-OP 21–8–1835 – E. Hawkins to J. Forshall
BM-OP 22–8–1835 – M. Honigberger to J. Forshall
BM-OP 26–8–1835 – E. Hawkins to J. Forshall
BM-OP 31–8–1835 – E. Hawkins to J. Forshall
BM-OP 1–9–1835 – E. Hawkins to T. Bamwell
BM-TM 28–8–1835 – Standing Committee Papers nos
4060–2
BM-TM 4–9–1835 – Standing Committee Papers nos
4067–70
BM-TM 24–10–1835 – Standing Committee Papers no.
4091
Masson Papers

BM-OP 20–6–1847 – H. Ellis to E. Hawkins
BM-TM 10–7–1847 – Standing Committee Papers no.
7288
BM-TM 24–7–1847 – Standing Committee Papers nos
7301–2
India Museum Papers

Transfer of collections from the India Museum to the British
Museum
BM-TM 12–7–1879 – Standing Committee nos 14770–2
BM-TM 26–8–1879 – Special Meeting of the Standing
Committee no. 14807
BM-TM 13–12–1879 – Standing Committee nos 14920–2
BM-TM 10–1–1880 – Standing Committee nos 14955–6
CE 3/40 BM-TM 23–7–1881 – Standing Committee, vol.
XL, nos 15713–14
CE 3/40 BM-TM 25–3–1882 – Standing Committee, vol.
XL, no. 15936
CE 4/180 BM-OP 11–10–1882, no. 4595. Indian
Antiquities – Masson Collection
CE 3/40 BM-TM 14–10–1882 – Standing Committee, nos
16128–9
CE 3/43 BM-TM 11–7–1885 – Standing Committee, vol.
XLIII, no. 17084
CE3/49 BM-TM 10–3–1900 – Standing Committee, vol.
XLIX, no. 1127.
Additional papers in BM Central Archives relating to the
India Museum, 1879–80 (not reproduced here)

Letter to India Office, 15 July 1879 – Letterbook, April
– November 1879, p. 268.
Letter from India Office, 18 August 1879 – Original Papers,
July – December 1879, no. 3661.
Letter from (illegible), 20 August 1879 – Original Papers,
July – December 1879, no. 3698.
Report by Principal Librarian, 26 August 1879 – Original
Papers, July – December 1879, no. 3746.
Letter from Royal Commissioners, 23 August 1879 –
Original Papers, July – December 1879, no. 3713.

Letter from Colonel Yule, 22 August 1879 – Original Papers,
July – December 1879, no. 3924.
Letter from India Office, 26 August 1879 – Original Papers,
July – December 1879, no. 3925.
Letter to Secretary of State for India in Council, 30 August
1879 – Letterbook, April – November 1879, pp. 372–3.
Letter to Treasury, 2 September 1879 – Letterbook April
– November 1879, p. 378.
Letter from India Office 29 October 1879 – Original Papers,
July – December 1879, no. 4883.
Letter from India Office, 31 October 1879 – Original Papers,
July – December 1879, no. 4883.
Letter from India Office, 19 November 1879 – Original
Papers, July – December 1879, no. 4883.
Account of Charges of the India Museum – Original Papers,
July – December 1879, no. 3703.
Letter from Treasury to India Office, 24 November 1879 –
Treasury Letters, no. 4926.
Letters to India Office – Letterbook November 1879 –
September 1880, pp. 28, 55, 106, 260.
____________________________________________
Asia Department Archives
India Museum Papers

BM-Asia 9–2–1880 A.W. Franks to Trustees: India Museum.
BM-Asia 4–4–1880 A.W. Franks to E.A. Bond: Antiquities
at India Office
BM-Asia 12–2–1881 R.A. Thompson, Department of Science
and Art, South Kensington Museum, to A.W. Franks
BM-Asia 18–2–1881 A.W. Franks to Dr Rost (includes list
of sites and their finds extracted from Ariana Antiqua with
pencilled annotations of objects in the British Museum).
BM-Asia 18–2–1881a First transfer of Masson Collection
from India Museum to British Museum.
BM-Asia 22–2–1881 A.W. Franks to H. Rawlinson
BM-Asia 3–3–1881 J.L. Secombe, Under Secretary of
State for India, India Office, to A.W. Franks.
BM-Asia 4–4–1881 A.W. Franks to P. Cunliffe-Owen,
South Kensington Museum.
BM-Asia 7–4–1881 J.L. Secombe, Under Secretary of
State for India, India Office, to A.W. Franks.
BM-Asia 4–8–1881 A.W. Franks to the Secretary, Science
and Art Department, South Kensington Museum.
BM-Asia 1–8–1882 A.W. Franks to G.C.M. Birdwood,
India Office.
BM-Asia 17–8–1882 G.C.M. Birdwood, India Office, to
A.W. Franks.
BM-Asia 21–8–1882 A.W. Franks to G.C.M. Birdwood,
India Office (includes ‘List of antiquities found in the
cabinet of coins when the collection was transmitted to
the British Museum from the India Office’).
BM-Asia 2–9–1882 L. Mallet, Permanent UnderSecretary of State for India to A.W. franks (copy).
BM-Asia 7–9–1882 A.W. Franks to L. Mallet, Under
Secretary of State for India (copy).
BM-Asia 16–9–1882 C.H. Read to E.A. Bond, Principal
Librarian, India Office.
BM-Asia 11–10–1882 Draft report from Franks to the
Trustees of the British Museum.
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BM-Asia 2–7–1884 – Draft letter to Sir Philip CunliffeOwen, Director of South Kensington Museum, from
A.W. Franks.
Miscellaneous

‘Masson Tickets’: small pieces of paper with handwritten
descriptions by Masson originally included with the
individually packaged objects dispatched from Kabul
(Figs 89–91).
BM-Asia 23–4–1968 – Godwin-Austen seals.
BM-Asia 3–1–1992 – P. Craddock RL6132, Technical
report on the organic material adhering to the walls of
the Bimaran Casket, 1900,0209.1.
____________________________________________
Coins and Medals Department

C&M 14–10–1882 – Minutes of the Department of Coins
and Medals, vol. 5, 1882–5, ff. 81–4/157–63.
Register of Coins and Medals, September 1835: Honigberger
1–24 (Reg. nos 1835,0901.1–24).
Acquisitions 1835–38, Medal Room: Bactrian and Indo-Scythic
coins presented to the British Museum by the Hon. East
India Company, 10 February 1838 (Reg. nos 1838,EIC.1–
114).
Arc.P.15: Coin Catalogues 1845. 59 Sasanian, Arab-Sasanian
and Hun coins, donated by the Court of Directors of East
India House, East India Company, 14 June 1845.
Register of Coins and Medals, January 1845–November 1847,
vol. III, pp.14–15 (Reg. nos 1845,EIC.1–59).
IOC Acquisitions Coins I, India Office Collection (1882): Register
of the India Office Collection presented by the Rt. Hon.
the Secretary of State for India in Council in 1882.
____________________________________________
Miscellaneous Archives
Fitzwilliam Museum Library, Cambridge

FW 27–7–1906 F.W. Thomas, India Office librarian, to
Searle, Fitzwilliam Museum.
FW 11–8–1906 Thomas to M.R. James, Director,
Fitzwilliam Museum.
FW 19–11–1906 F.W.Thomas to M.R. James.
FW 15–11–1912 F.W. Thomas to S.C. Cockerell, Director,
Fitzwilliam Museum.
Guildhall Library, London

Microfilm MSS 3572/2: Baptism James Lewis, 23-3-1800.
National Archives, Kew

Census 1851–1901
Family Records
FOR. OFF. 705/32: 40 original letters between Masson
and Pottinger (not included; listed in Garg 2016).
PRO 30/12/29/1: Ellenborough Papers, letter nos 54, 69.
PROB 6/232: Administration of the estate of Mary Ann
Masson, May 1856.
ADM 157/519/227 no. 353 Royal Marines Attestation
form: Charles Lewis Masson, 16-8-1870.
ADM 157/519/229 Royal Marines Record of Service:
Charles Lewis Masson, 5-5-1874.
____________________________________________
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Standardized spelling

It can immediately be seen by glancing at the list below that
there are numerous different spellings of names, not just by
different authors, but frequently by Masson himself. Given
that the places in particular are largely unfamiliar, this
causes confusion. So in the interests of clarity, the names
have been standardized throughout the texts, with the
variations listed below in the left-hand column and the
adopted spelling in the right. An exception to this rule are
some subsidiary site locations listed in a series of compass
readings (G41 f. 12, Figs 34, 37, 50, 54) which have not
been identified on available maps, so remain unchanged.
Abdoolah

Abdullah

Abul Fazil

Abuʼl-Faẓl

Affghanistaun

Afghanistan

Ajer

Ajar

Akhoond

Akhund

Alishing

Alishang

Amara Khel; Omar Khel; Omer Khele;
Ummer Kheyl

Umar Khel
(Deh Rahman 2)

Antilakides

Antialcidas

Ases; Asos; Azos

Azes

Ashok, Ashruk

Ashrak

Ausius

Lysias

Baber

Babur

Bajowur; Bajor; Bajore

Bajaur

Balla Bagh; Bála Bágh

Balabagh

Balla Hissar

Bala Hisar

Bámíân

Bamiyan

Bar Rabat; Bar Robat; Bahrabat;
Behar Robat

Barabad

Basawul; Basowal; Bassowal

Basawal

Beemarran; Bumarran

Bimaran

Beghram

Begram

Belooche; Beloch

Baluch

Bhagravatra

Bhagavata

Bhawalpur; Bhurtpore; Buhawulpoor

Bawalpur

Bhodisattwa

Bodhisattva

Bhooj; Bhouj

Bhuj

Bhut Khakh

Butkhak

Bhut; Boot (idol); Budha

Buddha

Bilanger; Bínígâh

Bilandghar

Bisut; Bisrot

Behsud

Bokhara

Bukhara

Boorj

Burj

Cabool; Cabul; Kabal; Kâbal; Kabool;
Kâbul

Kabul

Canouj; Canouje; Kanouj

Kanauj

carbassus; kurbass

carbasus (linen)

Chahahbaz; Chaharbaug; Chaharbagh

Chahar Bagh

Chakanór; Chakanore; Chickanor

Chakanur

Chardeh

Chahar Deh

Cháríkár Charrikar

Charikar

chataiya

chaitya

Chupliar Rud

Chaparhar Rud

Cufic

Kufic

Kazannah; Kazana

Khazana

dagopa; dagope; dahgope

dagoba (stupa)

Kergahi; Kargah; Kargha

Karghar

Daroonter; Duroonter; Duroonto;
Deronta; Darounta

Darunta

Kerímabád

Qasimabad

Deh-i Rahman; Deh Mullluk Rahman

Deh Rahman Umer Khel

Khaibarìs

Khyberis

Deh Wallee

Deh Wati

Khawat; Kuhwat

Kohwat

Díwán Khana; Diwân Khâneh

Divan Khana

Khele; Kheyl

Khel

Fa-hi-an

Faxian

Khonar Deh; Khonah Déh

Kuhna Deh

fakeer

fakir

Khonar; Khonur

Kunar

Fatiabad

Fatehabad

Khudpur; Kotipur; Kotpore; Kutpur

Kotpur

Feel Khana; Pheel Khana

Fil Khana

Khwajeh Lahore; Khwoja Lahori;
Khwojeh Lahoree; Goondee Lahore

Tepe Khwaja Lahori

Galzai; Gulzye; Gulzyee; Ghilji

Ghilzai

Killah (Qal’a)

Killa

Ghaznevi; Ghuznavi

Ghaznavid

Kohistaun

Kohistan

Ghizni; Ghuzni

Ghazni

Korindar; Kurrindar

Korrindar (Burj Kafir)

Kosola

Kosala

Kossim

Kassim

Kuh

Koh

Kúndí

Kunai

Kunduz

Qunduz

Kungkurruk

Kangkarrak

Lalpureh

Lalpura

Larli

Karli

Lhassa

Lhasa

Lodiana; Loodhianah; Ludiana

Ludhiana

Loghar

Logar

Lughman; Lúghmân

Laghman

Mahomed; Mohammed

Muhammad

maina

mynah bird

Mamadjee

Mamadji

Marinjân; Márinjân

Tepe Maranjan

Masaud

Mashud

Mekrân

Makran

Mir Yezdanbakor

Mir Yazdanbakhsh

Mitton Kote; Mithun Ka Kote

Mithankot

Momund; Mohmand

Momand

Moolah Duraheena; Moollah Durahim

Mullah Abd-ul-rahim

Moollah; Mulla

Mullah

Mooltan

Multan

Moorkhee Khele; Múrkhí Khél

Murkhi Khel

Mulluck Goolab

Malik Gulab

Murza; Meerja

Mirza

musjeet

masjid

nageenah; naghernahe; naghunah

naginah (engraved stone)

Nagree; Nagara

Nagari (coins with
Devanagari script)

neelum

nilam (sapphire)

Neyshabur

Nishapur

Ningrahar; Ningrahaur

Nangarhar

Nokar Khél

Nukar Khel

Nowab; Nuwab

Nawab

Nundara; Nundeera

Nandara

Nyscea; Nysean

Nysa; Nysian

Omar Khel; Omer Khele; Umer Khel

Umar Khel (Deh Rahman)

Ooch

Uch

Ghoondi: Ghoundi; Goondee; Goondi;
Gundi

Ghundi

Ghulghuleh

Shahr-i Ghulghula

Goodara

Gudara

Gool Durrah; Gul Darah

Guldara

goombaz

gumbaz

Goondee Lahore

Tepe Khwaja Lahori

Gorekh

Goraik

groupe

group

Gulph

Gulf

Guz tupper; Guz tree

Ghaz

Guzer Gah

Guzar Gah

Hazareh

Hazara

Hazarehjat

Hazarajat

Hazret Ali

Hazrat Ali

Hermaus, Hermias; Ermaios

Hermaeus

Hidda; Hiddah

Hadda

Híndú Kosh; Hindoo Coosh

Hindu Kush

Hoeï-seng

Huisheng

hous

hauz (reservoir)

Huessun

Hussein

Huin Thsang

Xuanzang

Islámabád (on Kunar River)

Islampur

Jabbar Khan; Jabber Khan; Djeber
Khan

Jabar Khan

Jannee; Janni

Jani (Bimaran 5)

Jashan Mal Shikarpoori

Jeshan Mall Shikarpuri

Jelalabad; Jelálábád; Jellalabad;
Jellâlabád Jullalabad

Jalalabad

Jummadee Owwul

Jumada al-awwal

Jummadee Sanee

Jumada al-thani

Junir

Junnar

Kaboolee

Kabuli

Kaferistan; Kafristan

Kafiristan

Kafr

Kafir

Kahmerd

Kahmard

Kalat; Khelat

Qalat

Kallatak

Kalatak

Kamah; Kumeh

Kameh

Kandahar; Candahar

Qandahar

Katcheri

Kachrah

Appendix | 129

Passunnee; Passunni

Passani

Soung-yun-tse

Song Yun

Peer

Pir

Sultanpur Pagne

Sultanpur Pahin

Pehlivi

Pahlavi

Sung Suleemannee; Sulumannee

Perwan

Parwan

Sung Sulaimani (Afghan
agate)

Peshawer; Peshawur

Peshawar

Surkhab

Surkh Rud

Pirguri

Tirgarhi; Tigri

Szeid

Zeid

Rajpoot

Rajput

Takht Shâh; Tuckt Shah; Tucklishah

Takht-i Shah

Rood

Rud

tamga

tamgha

Runjeet Sing

Ranjit Singh

Tapa; Tappa; Tuppeh; Tupper

Tepe

Sahibzadeh

Sahibzada

Tateng; Tattung; Tuttun

Tatang

samooch; samootch; samuch

samotch (cave)

Tattah

Tatta

sarirehi

śārīra

Tchekri

Chakri

Sassanian

Sasanian

Tokehi; Tokhi

Paikuh Tangi

Saurastra

Saurashtra (Western
Satraps)

tooz leaves

tuz leaves (birch bark
manuscript)

Sefed Koh

Safed Koh

Tope Durrah; Top Darrah

Topdara

Seghan

Saighan

tuckt

takht

Seik

Sikh

Urmara

Ormara

Shah Sujeh

Shah Shuja

Vicramaditya

Vikramaditya

Shákh Barunteh; Barunta

Shakh Baranta

Werdek

Wardak

Shakr Dara

Shakardara

Wullee Mahomed

Walli Muhammad

Sheghi

Shigai

yaboo

yabou (packhorse)

Shikarpooree; Shikarpoori

Shikarpuri

Yúsaf Zai; Eusafzye

Yusufzai

Shir Derwazzeh

Shir Darwazah

zearat; ziarat: ziaret

ziyarat

Shiva

Shewa

Ziarat Panjah Shah Mirdan

Ziyarat-i Panjashah

Shumzadeen

Shams al-din

Zargaran

Sinde

Sind

Zigarran; Ziggarah; Zirgaran; Zugarah;
Zurgarah

sindoor

sindur (red lead)

Zilhudjih

Dhu al-Hijjah

Soork; Surk

Surkh

zulficar

zulfiqar
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